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Aseadr Regent 
exchange views 

AMMAN ffetra) -r His 

EB^^ness Crows Ptinoe 

sas, the R^ut, Friday re- 
ceived a telephone caB fiom 
Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad, dming vriiidi they ex- 
' (tenged views cnTa rurmber 
■ issues -of commra interest as 
part of the ragbing^consiilta- 
tioD between Eus Nfejet 

Htssem and Prerident 

The- Regent and Prudent 
Assad also discussed latest 
developmeuts - of die peace 
proiceasaiidtfagct n te i> fn r-4>ftlie 
virit of U.S, Se cr e tary of ^te 
Watrra ChrislMriur to the re- 
Prince mssan -and die 
Syi^ lewler agreed to pursoe 
ocnsultaticKi, co(n^mtio& a nd 
exdiai^ of views wife fee aim 
of acfaieviiu a just, compre- 
hensive and dutmde peace. 

Israeli soldier 
Idfled In Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Guerrillas knocked ont an 
Israeli tank wife a rocket in 
South Lebanon Friday and 
security aoiiices said- an baeli 
aewman was killed and 
another wounded. He was fee 
&st .Israeli mOitazy fatality r^ 
ported in Israel’s self-styled 
|*seamty zone^ siaoe fee Jew- 
irii state and fee Palestine Li- 
beratioD Organisalkni ggiw^ 
their peach acccsd Sm 13. 
There was no hn<nartiaN» re- 
sponsibility dflim ^ the 4:15 
p.m. fl415 GMT) attack on a 
road Mftweeai the villages tA 
Shomnarieh- and Ahnan m fee 
central sector of tiie Israeli- 
occnpie^ zone. But the 
sources, -^ke cm coiidf-' 
tkm of hbonymity, said fee 
rocket was firra at a two-tank 
Israeli patrol from an area ccn- 
QrAed: fee fimtian-backed- 


16 Palestinian 
expeHeas flee camp 

MARJ AL ZOliHOUR, 
Lebanon (AFP) — Sixteen 
Palestioian exite have fled 
their camp in Soofe Lebanon 
to avoid prison when Israel 
takes diem back later feis 
month, their coneaanes la^ 
The 16, among 215 fetestiiiian 
exfles still 1cm in Lebanon, 
went to live with relatives in 
Lebanon or m e mbers of fee 
Iranian-backed Hizbollab 
movement, few said. 
altegedhi nsed fuse docomeats 
allomiig feein refegee status in 
Lebanon. 


Algerian hijacker 
arreatedat Nice 



NICE. I%anoe (R) — Police 
overpowered a \oae 
hijadmr who seized a . 
ainnier ftidty and drmamfed 
to be flown to Libya, ofSciuS 
said. A raokeswoman for fee 
state aufane Air ' France said 
die liqacker, armed with a 
knife, nw antsted at Nice 
airport. At die man cm e i ged 
on top of fee aircraft st^, 
^maraidy to negotiate, a 

poHceiHan 

pl^ door sent 
with a strong 
polieeiiien seized 
Mcker held fee two 
foot stewaideiBes 
Riiiee' Airinis A320, on a 
fli^ from Paris to for 
about 90 irnnutes after letting 
^ 123 pastengets diseiiibarfc. 
Police sources said the man 
was identified as an Algerian 
wanted for armed robbery and 
drug-tnlfidd^ vHio had been 
bano^ fixwn nance. 'Hiey did 
not him. 


Bhutto In Ankara 

ANKARA (AFP) — PhltiEtaiii 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
airifod here Friday for an offi- 
dal virit arid talks wife Ibridrii 
comneiuan Tansu Qlter who 
stresaen "fee inqiortaiiee** of 
dieir meeting as "*two women 
prime ministon the 
worid." Ms. Bhutto, fat a state- 
menc after she arrived at Ank- 
an aim^ s^ she aimed to 
ftret^gmen the **exenq>laiy'* 
Ktebons between Pakisian and 
Turl^ and would "seek waw 
to boost" their economic ren- 
tions to a level "which will 
reflect (flie two c ountrie s') true 
-iteatiai (Visit to Iran, page 


300 people injured in Safeway fire disaster 

Regent urges laws for mandatory 


200 leave hospital after treatment for mainly smoke 
inhalation while condition of some others is serious 

hiitial reports blame electrical fault for blaze 


precautions at public institutions 


By Aymm Al Safidi 

. Jcffdan Times Staff JtejMrter 

AMMAN — About 300 peo- 
ple, indufeng many clnlcneD, 
suffered injunes various de- 
grees and were bomhalised 
yesterday in oae of Jordan’s 
worst fire fesasteis in recent 
years. 

Most injorieswere sustained 
from smoke inhalafem and the 

of a fire at 

fee Safeway Department 
Stores, one of Amman's 
largM shmnri^ centres. 

Over 200 victims were re- 
leased from hc^ptals after 
treatment while ^ others are 
still hoyitahsed, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, re^KHted. 
About 300 others,, but of a 
total of an lestinuvttd 1,1^ 
sh(>ppers, suSered fight in- 
juries and were-treatecToa die 
qx)t 

A Ovil Defence ^Depart- 
ment . qxfeesman »d. there 
were no deaths among the 
casualties. Minister of Interior 
.Salamgh Wammad told Fetia 
feat some victims were *in 
seiioiis condition.’* . . 

Gvil defoice sources said 
initial iqipitemfecated fee fire 
resulted from a short didiit, 
adding that a qiec^ commit- 



AMMAN ^etra) — l£s Royal 
Hi^mess Crown Ptinoe 
san, fee Regrat, Friday urged 
public institutions to have safe- 
ty precautions and urged leg- 
iriation that would ensure that 
public buildings have them in 
order to protect citizens and 
their properties. 

“It is tune to reexamine the 
preparedness of our institu- 
tions and citizens to act effec- 
tively to protect national in- 
stitutions,'^ the Crown Prince 
said, shortly after a blaze hit 
the Safeway stores. 

Prince Hassan visited the 
civil defence and policemen 
who were injured during res- 
cue operations at the stores. 


At the civil defence opera- 
tion room, be chaired a meet- 
ing which included beads of the 
concerned institutions. 

The meetiu was attended 
by Acting Prime Minister 
Ma’an Abo Nowar and In- 
terior Minister Salameh 
Hmnad. 

The Regent asked for au 
instant investigation into the 
reasons of the Saiway fire. 

The Crown Prince also cal- 
led at Palestine Hospital, the 
University of Jordan Hospital, 
fee Speoalised Hospital, and 
Al Bashir Hospital where he 
inquired after the conditions, 
of those injured in the fire. 


King inquires 
after condition 
of iiyured 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein, who is on a private visit 
to Britain. Friday called His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
at the operation room of the 
Civil Defence Department to 
inquire after the health of 
th^ injured in the fire . 

Prince Hassan informed 
the King that the victims 
were in good condition, 
adding feat many of them left 
the hospitals. 


Resenefs bring oat efaSdren from the smoke- 
fiHed Safeway stores after a Maze hit the stores 
Friday evening. Standing next to the miiliormed 


police officer is Interior Minister Saianwfa Ham- 
mad (Photo by Yonsef Al *Allan) 


tee will be formed to investi- 
gate fee accident. A spokes- 
man for fee store told journal- 
ists he was certain the fire 
started as a resnlt of an elec- 
trical faoit. 


Other sources said fee fire 
erupted when a short dicuit 
occurred in the “iceman” 
placed at fee entrance of fee 
building to mark the Christmas 
season. 


Hremen and health workers 
battled fee fire for more than 
an hour. Tens of unconscious 
victims were rushed into ambu- 
lances that sped through 
thousands of people who cram- 


med the streets surrounding 
fee bnilding. 

Rescue operations lasted for 
over three hours, rushing vic- 
tims to various public and pri- 
vate hospitals around the 
capital. 

His R(wal Highness Crown 
Prince Itossan, the Regent.- 
acting Prime Minister Ma’n 
Abu Nowar, Mr. Hamad and 
other officials were at the 
scene of the fire during the 
rescue operations. Pri^ Has- 
san later visited the victims at 
fee hospitals. 

Children were separated 
ifrom their famili es during the 
rescue operations as firemen 


and health workers rushed vic- 
tims into various hospitals in 
Amman. The University of 
Jordan and Palestine hos^tals 
later in the evening called on 
families who lost their children 
in thepanic to visit feem there. 
Hospital sources said the 
youngsters were mostly in 
condition, according to 


Sources at fee University of 
Jordan, Palestine and Shmeisa- 
hospitals confirmed that 


m 


feere were no deaths. 

One survivor told fee Jordan 
Times feat lights went off in- 
side the three-storey building 
before people started shouting 


*^re” and rushed to the front 
gates of the 1. 500-square 
metre, mostiy-clos^ structure. 

Khaled Maslamani, who was 
shopping at the builfeng with 
bis wife and two chfidren when 
fee fire broke out just before 7 
p.m., said the automatic doors 
were jammed, and panicked 
shoppers created a stampede 
before they broke the ^tes 
open wife shopping trolfaes. 

"It was chaos. People were 
pushing and shoving, electric 
doors would not open," 
according to Radi Safi, an en- 
gineer who was near the entr- 

(Contimied oa page 3) 


i^ttlers gun down three 
Palestiidans near Hebron 


f 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
aes) ~ Jewife setieis 
ty feot dead three Palesti- 
nians in a wave of tit-foi^tat 
Monday’s 
'for Israni to start a 
tmop withdrawal from fee 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Feres warned eaifier that any 
del^ in in^emrating Palesti- 
nian setf-nue in the ocemned 
West Buk and Gaza Strip 
xisitod "ptoying into, the bands 
of the enenies of peace.” 

Severs in a car wife an 
IfraeB number plate opened 
file as they passed a Feufeot 
van, killing fluee Fitesthnam 
inside, at Miaras, northwest of 
Hdnon in -fee' occiqiied West 
Bank, Falestinian sources said. 

An anoDymons telephone 
caller told Buael radio that the 
Fitertfaiians were mordeied in 
revenge for Mtnday’j kilKngs 
of setueis Mordeefaai and Sha- 
lom Lapid near Hetm». 

Hnnoreds of Palestinians 
miwcfaed in protest dori^ the 
bozial for the three victims in 
home rillage of Tar- 

qmniyih. 

Rmidents of Thrganuyah 
s^ settien opened me on a 
white Feugec^ rtation ungon, 
killing the driver and two pas- 
sengers as they drove home 
from work in Beit Sieiiiesh 
near Jerusalem. 

The victims included two 
brothers, the ‘driver Saadi 
Abdul Mabdi Fatafiah,27.and 


Nfohammad Abdul Mahdi 
Fataftab, 25, and their cousin, 
Ishaq Mahmoud Fataftab, 25. 

Israel Radio said the 
assailants fired from a passing 
car near Beit UUah village next 
to Tarqnmiyab, a fanning vil- 
lage or 7,000, 10 kilometres 
sooth of ^bron. 

It said feat a phone caller to 
the station ideutifring himself 
only as Rcmen, said fee slaying 
were “in revenge for Mor- 
deefaai and Shal^ Lapid,” a 
fether and son killed by 
Palestinians in Ifebron on 
Tbesd^. 

A cousin, Taysir Fataftab, 
said be foiind their bloody 
bofees in the car 10 minutes 
after the shooting. 

*T didn’t recogi^ them for 
a few minutes, their feces were 
so bioofeed,” Fataftab said. 
He said Saadia’s hand was still 
00 the sear shift. 

Mr. I^taftab said two Arab 
shcphmd boys told him the 
Israeli 


watdiiDg from a nearby 
olive ^love, the boys saw the 
feraelis stop fee Peugeot and 
shoot the Pale stinians at Close 
range through their rolled 
down window, Mr. Fataftab 
said. 

Another Palestinian came 
and drove the car away to 
oeaerby Beit Ullah to bury fee 
victims, feaiiim soldiers would 
confiscate the bodies for 


autopsy. 

Stones were thrown at sol- 
diers who arrived at the scene 
but they did not respond, wit- 
nesses said. 

An army statement con- 
firmed fee slayings, and said 
that reports that fee gunfire 
came from "someone riding in 
a car with yeDow (Israeli) li- 
cence plates,” were being in- 
vestigated. 

A settler and an Israeli 
policeman were wounded by 
Palestinian in sepa- 

rate attacks on fee Gaza Strip 
earlier, military sources said. 

The settler was in serious 
condition after he was stabbed 
by two Palestinian farm woik- 
ers in a greenhouse at fee Gan 
Or setUement, the sources 
added. 

A third Palestinian worker, 
the father of one of the 
assailants, was also stabbed 
and wounded by his son when 
he tried to resuce the Israeli 
settler, witnesses said. 

The two victims were hospi- 
talised in Beersheva. 

On Thursday, a Palestinian 
fermer, 55-year-old Khamis 
Abu Awad, was shot dead iu a 
field near the village of Toimus 
Ayya, norfe of Ramallafa in the 
West Bank. 

A 16-year-oId resident of the 
Shilo settlement suspected of 
carrying out the attack was put 
under bouse arrest Friday and 
a second suspect, a man em- 
ployed as a guard at Shilo, was 



An Imaeli soldier takes aim at Palestinian protesters in the 
Gaza Strq> (AFP photo) 


being held for two days. 

Five Palestinians were 
wounded by gunfire in the 
north of the West Bank. 
Palestinian sources said. 

Four were wounded in 


Saniir, a village between Jenin 
and Nablus, by Palestinians 
collaborating with Israel. 

The fifth was wounded by an 
Israeli soldier during a demon- 
stration in Nablus. 


Majali^s pledges seen key to House-Cabinet ties 


Bf Aymaa Al SaHwii 
Jb/rbn Jnaes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A bealtlw rela- 
tioDshto b e twe e n the leg^- 
tive aoo exeoD^ aothnities 
win develop if the govm- 
ment dmnrastiates wiOi^ 
nett to cooperate wife fee 
l^islatBie and im|rieinentt 
fee pledm Prime hfinist^ 
Abdw Swam MnjaK mad e in 
Ife qieech to pariiameota- 
rians before the Lower 
Hbnse of Pariiament gave a 
vote of confidence to his 
CBbmet Wednesday, deputies 


But if fee govenunent 
maintaiited "the old way” of 
keeping fee House at bay 
from fee deciston-makinj 
pfoeese, fee relationship 
be fefficnit, Irbid De 
Abfed Raouf Al Rawal 


said Friday. - 

The government Wednes- 
day won fee confidence of 
fee House after a marathon 
rfiwrinp whutii many of 
die 75 deputies who took the 
. floor pelleted it unfe criticism 
S over what they called its ^*un- 
^mocratic measures," 

amnng Other tiiins. 

In - a one-and^alf-bour 
qieeeb before he won fee 
confidence of 41 deputies, 
Efr. Majali defend^ his 
cabinet gainst the deputies* 
criticism and pledged to work 
in cooperation wife fee legisl- 
ature. 

"The bafl now is in the 
court of the government,” 
Islamic Action Front (lAF) 
Deputy Hammam Said told 
the Jordan Times. “Practices 
not speeches is nfeat 
counts,” be said. 


In a statement to Jordan 
Television before he left to 
Japan Thursday, Dr. Majali 
said his government's rela- 
tionship wife the legislamre 
woold be cooperative. He 
said the Cabinet bad decided 
to set up a pariiamentaiy 
committee that would keep 
"lawmakers informed of the 
government’s polides. 

“We will cm with Parlia- 
ment with mutual respect and 
seriousness in to safe- 
guard the nation's interest... 
and give further mmnent^ 
to democracy.” Dr. Majafi 
also said in a letter to his 
Majesty King Hussein, 
thankin g the King for congra- 
tulating him for winning the 
confidence of the House. 

Dr. Said, who said his 
bloc’s Opposition to the gov- 
ernment IS based on princi- 


pled and ideologica] grounds, 
said the Islamists would rec- 
ognise any positive overtures 
from fee government. 

"Our opp(»tion is one of 
princ^e drived from a be- 
lief in ideas and that differs 
^m oppoation which is built 
over certain stands and can 
change over a minute,” said 
Said in reference to de- 
puties who indicated opposi- 
tion to Cabinet in their 
speeches but then voted in its 
favour. 

He said the front would 
seek to coordinate with other 
deputies opposed to fee gov- 
ernment m order to form a 
stronger parliamentary 
opposition bloc. 

The lAF was fee only par- 
liamentary bloc that took a 
united stand on fee govern- 
ment of Dr. Majali. with all 


its members, except for one 
who did not attend fee ses- 
sion, withbolding confidence. 

While Dr. Said attributed 
the different votingpattem of 
other blocs to their “confti- 
sioQ and lack of commit- 
ment” since they do not rep- 
resent one homogeneous 
political ideology, Mr. 
Rawabdeh said no one 
should criticise members of 
other blocs for not taking a 
unified position. 

“(The blocs) do not rqire- 
sent political parties. On a 
major polidraJ issue it is nor- 
mal that (each of their mem- 
bers) take his own stand,” 
said Mr. Rawabdeh, who 
withheld confidence from fee 
Cabinet of Dr. Majali. 

Deputy Aref Bataineh of 

(Contmiied on 3) 


Arafat, Rabin 
meet on Sunday 


TUNIS (Agende^ — Pales- 
tine Liberation Otganisation 
Yasser Arafat and 
■alT Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Ratnn will hold "very impor- 
tant” talks Sunday on tim eve 
of a deadline for uraeli troops 
to start pulling out of Gaza and 
Jericho, U.S. Secretary of 
State Wairen Christopher said 
Friday. 

Mr. Christopher said he had 
broi^t a message for PLO 
leader in u4iicb Mr. Rabin said 
“he would be pleased to meet 
Chainnan Arafat in Cairo on 
Sunday.” 

“It IS very important that the 
parties reach an agreement on 
subjects which will enable us to 
move forward,” Mr. Christ- 
opher told repo^rs after one 
hour of talks with Mr. Arafat 
here. 

Sunday's meeting comes a 
day before Israeli troops are 
due to start pulling out from 
fee Gaza Strip and Jericho 
under the timetable set by fee 
Sept. 13 autonomy accord. 

‘ne meeting was first 


announced Thursday by PLO 
chief negotiator Nabil Shaath, 
but Israel had not offidally 
confirmed it would take place. 

Mr. Christopher was ^ting 
Tunis on the last but one leg of 
a week-long Middle East tour 
which has already taken hhn to 
Israel, Syria, Jordan and ■ 
Egypt. He flew to Morocco - 
later Friday. 

Mr. Ar^t said: “We _ 
that we will overcome all 
obstacles.” 

Under fee tenns of fee PLO- 
Israel accord on limited auton- • 
omy for the Palestinians signed * 
on Sept. 13 Israel is due to start 
palling its troops out of the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho on Dc- ! 
cember 13. 

However, the deadline for ' 
implementation of the auton- ! 
omy accord has been 
threatened by disagreements ■ 
over control over crossing: 
points between the future 
autonomous areas and Egypt 
and Jordan, fee release of 

(Continued on page 3) 


Clinton and Assad 
set for summit 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
^roa has given a boost to 
Washington’s lan^iishing Mid- 
dle East peace initiaare by 
agreeing to retom to the nego- 
tiating table with Israel after a 
boycott lasting almost three 
months. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, who has been 
shuttling between Israel and 
the Arabs, announced the 
breakthrough in Damascus on 
Thursday. 

91fith Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation stfli 
divided on just how to imple- 
ment their self-rale deal, it 
remained unclear whether 
Israeli forces would start with- 
drawing from the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho on Monday as 
scheduled. 

Mr. Christopher emerged 
from talks wife Syrian F^- 
deot Hafez Al Assad on Thurs- 
day to announce fee resump- 
tion of the U.S. -brokered 
Washington talks as well as a 
summit in Geneva in mid- 
January between Mr. Assad 
and U.S. President Bill 
Ointon. 


The presidential meeting 
“will help to put in place a vitd 
coraerstone in our efforts to 
build a comprehensive, just 
and lasting peace for all the 
people of fee region,” Mr. 
Cbnstopher said, after coaxing 
Syria and its ally Lebanon back 
to the talks. 

“I^th the resumption of 
negotiations in January, I be- 
lieve that genuine progress can 
also be made on the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks,” he told a 
news conference. 

Syria's official press Friday 
callM on the United States to 
guarantee an Israeli withdraw- 
al from all occupied Arab teni- 
tories, saying it was an essen- 
tial condition for peace in the 
region. 

“It is dear that the summit 
between President Assad and 
Clinton in Geneva ... wQI push 
forward fee peace process to 
achieve a comprehensive and 
just peace,” the official daily 
Ttshno said. 

"The summit reflects Syria's 
key role in the peace process.” 
it added. 


-.-i- 
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1948 refugees — forgotten 
in the frenzy of autonomy 


Gunmen spray Cairo cinema; 

policeman killed, many hurt oneinfiveseuiemreadytoshoot 

X TCT AvrvfAPP^— Ntfulvdneinevcryfivolsr 



By Jack Redden 

Reuter 


AMMAN — Palestinians, 
dnyen from the infant Israeli 
state 45 years ago and never 
inteaated in neighbouring 
lands, sustained th^ dreams 
of ; going home on Arab 
pd>mises and United Nations 
reroludons. 

; The Israeli-PLO peace 
aorord has now raised the 
ho^s of those from the West 
Bank or Gaza Strip that 
Israel captured in 19OT. But 
th& future of those original 
1948 refugees looks bleaker 
than ever. 

“We did not leave our 
country willingly and if they 
let us return, we would return 
tomorrow,'’ vegetable seller 
Mustapha Darwish said in the 
Amman refugee camp of Jab- 
al Al Hussein. “But it is 
hopeless.” 

Under the accord Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) signed in 
September, there cannot be 
even a discussion of the 1948 
refugees for another two 
years. 

Darwish was 13 years old 
when his pvents. five 
brothers and a sister fled Lid. 
Israel’s Lod. for the wooded 
slopes that became the re< 
fugee camp. Now it is a con> 
gested. rundown area en- 
veloped by Amman's expan- 
sion. 

• The accord, far less than 
anything Palestinians had de- 
mandea over the years, pro- 
vides only for limited self- 
rule starting in ±e West 
Bank town oi Jericho and the 
Gaza Strip. 

After two years.'and within' 
flve, a final settlement is to 
be reached. The most intract- 
able problems, such as the 
future of Jerusalem and the 
demand of 1948 refugees to 
return, will only be taclded in 
that last stage. 

“It might be possible for 
them, at a certain stage of the 
self-rule period, to be admit- 
ted to the occupied territories 
.after the (lw7) displaced 
persons return,*' said 
Mahmoud Abbas, known 
as Abu Mazen, who signed 
the peace accord with Israel. 


“But this is a matter which 
needs more time to be work- 
ed out,” Mr. Abbas, himself 
a 1948 refugee, said in the 
PLO headquarters of Tunis. 

Since Israel shows little de- 
sire to allow a mass return of 
even 1967 refugees to the 
occupied territories, no one 
expects Israel to drop its tra- 
ditional refusal to contem- 
plate a return of Arabs to 
their homes inside what is 
now the Jewish state. 

Hie number of Palestinians 
who lost their homes in to- 
day's Israel, fed by birth rates 
such as Jordan’s 3.5 per cent 
annual growth, are immense. 

UNRWA, the United Na- 
tions body established to help 
the 1948 refugees, lists 
1,072.561 in Jordan. 603J80 
in the Gaza Strip, 479.023 in 
the West Bank. 328.176 in 
Lebanon and 314.039 in 
Syria. 

Their conditions vaiy 
greatly. In the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip they are 
among other Palestinians, in 
Lebanon and Syria there has 
been almost no integration 
with the local population. 

In Jordan, their status has 
been in between. They re- 
ceived citizenship but ten- 
sions between onginal Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians, who 
may now be the majority, 
flare occasionally. 

"I still have the same 
ideas,” said Hussein Al 
Ramahi, an engineer who 
moved his femiW from Zarqa* 
refugee camp years ago* 
to a middle class home in 
Anunan. 

“It's not going to change 
my thoughts. I still believe I 
have to go back to, Pales- 
tine.” said the 37-year-old 
man who considers home to 
be the 50 hectares his father 
owned on the coastal plain 
outside Tel Aviv. 

Announcement that the 
PLO had signed an accord 
that ignored the 1948 re- 
fugees was initially met wi^ 
anger. But outbursts by 
Joraanian nationalists ques- 
tioning the loyalty of Palesti- 
nians pushed the refugees 
back to hoping the P^LO 
would help. 

Now they are waiting, un- 
clear if their fate will ever be 


discussed and increasingly 
sceptical the limited auton- 
omy Israel is offering will 
satisfy other Palestinians. 

D^ite decades of Arab 
calb for the “liberation” of 
Palestine and U.N. resolu- 
tion 194 demanding the right 
of return or compensation for 
the 1948 refugees, the PLO's 
willingness to settle for less 
was apparent long before 
September. 

“Thb should have been 
known for a long time. Since 
1988 the Palestmiao peace 
initiative was talking about 
U.N. Resolutions 242 (deal- 
ing with 1967) rather than 
other problems.” said Ibra- 
him Abu /Wash, a member of 
the PLO Central Council. 

“People did not pay much 
attention to that but when 
something was put on paper 
and signed they started to 
shout," he said in his Amman 
office. 

In the crowded refugee 
camps, residents maintain 
they will accept nothing less 
than return to the f^ily 
homes. Suggestions of com- 
pensation draw derisory com- 
ments about “selling your 
country.” 

“The PLO leadership has 
betraved the people.” said a 
bearded 49-year-old man 
who had fought for PLO 
Oiainnan Yasser Arafat's 
Fateh movement. "Israel did 
not give us one per cent of our 
rights.” 

Refugee assodations, 
often based on specific 1948 
villages, meet regularly and 
publish records of what hap- 
pened nearly a half ccntu^ 
ago. A recent increase in 
publishing reflects a realisa- 
lion that the ori^al genera- 
tion b disappearing. 

“They have start^ to real- 
ise settling here b going to be 
a fact and there is a move- 
ment among refugees in the 
camps to resist the idea,” said 
Hbham Al Farr, a 2fryear- 
old whose parents came from 
Jafaa. 

Mr. Farr, sitting by his 
mother in a cramped house in 
labal Al Hussein camp, said 
without hesitation that he ex- 
pected his eigjit-montb-old 
daughter to spend her life in 
Jordan. 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Tlie ex- 
odus of foreigners fleeing 
death threats from militants 
accelerated Friday after Rus- 
sia, the United States and 
France moved to reduce the 
number of their natiouab in 


Airlines said flights to 
Europe were frilly booled until 
Jan. 10, witii many f^gneis, 
notably French, fanning tt> 
leave the country after the start 
of Ouistmas sdiool holidays 
on Dec. 15. 

The U.S. State Department 
late. Thursday urged Amer- 
icami tO leave Algeria unless 
they bad compelling reasons to 
remain tiiere and said U.S. 
embassy staff was being cutn 
back, to a minimum ^ security 
reasons. 

I^ also issued a travel warn- 
ing -nigiDg Americans not to 
travel to Algeria. 

R!ussia also announced 
ThursdOT that it was evaoiat- 
ing the ramilies of embassy and 
trade centre staff and Fiance, 
the fbnner colonial power, said 
it was cutting back on its 600 
govmnment personnel b^. 

Even before the official 
moves, foreigners had be^in 
leaving the country since imh- 
tants frying to topple the gov- 
ernment and set up a nm- 


damentahst state began target- 
ting foreigners thr^ months 
ago. 

Heven foreigners have been 
kOled since September, four of 
them ance the Dec. 1 eipira-' 
tion of a deadime set by the 
militants for expatriots to quit 
the country or face death. 

Two Russian military in- 
structors and a Russian women 
married fr) an Algerian were 
among those muraered. 

There are many Russian 
military instructors m Algeria , 
■along with doctors and tedinic- 
al staff, many Algerians 
triio studied in the old Soviet 
Union brought back Russian 
spouses. 

The Russian embassy has 
told oationals across the coun- 
^ to stand by for repatriation. 
Ilie wives and diildren of em- 
ployees at the consulate at 
Annaba in eastein Algeria are 
being evacuated. And schools 
for Russian children are to 
dose temporarily. 

The Unit^ States has over 
the past year already reratri- 
ated the families of some d^lo- 
mats, and dosed the Amencan 
school and the consulate in 
Oran. 

Bnt the cultural centre in the 
relatively well protected Hydra 


district of the capital is carrying 
•on normally. Its ctients are 
mainly Algerians wanting to 
imp^e tl^ Engtbh. 

There are an estimated 300 
Americans in Algeria, accord- 
ing to unofficial ngures. Most 
are in the oil industiy, based in 
die far south vriiere U.S. firms 
are working a dozen prospect- 
ing concesaons in the Sahara 
Desert in cooperation with the 
Algerian state oO and natural 
gas company Sonatrach. 

Beditel is renovating Kqiiid 
m pipdeines at a^^ant in 
Aizew in western Algeria. 

British tedmidan Malcolm 
David Vinoent, working for 
Pniimaim Kellc« at the same 
plant, was murMred there on 


Other American firms in the 
country include Anadarko, 
Philips, Mobfl, Arco, Pectai 
and Ocddental. 

France, the most prominent 
fore^ presence here, voiced 
its concern at die situation and 
urged the utmost vigilance 
French natiooab. 

Foreign hfinister Alain Ji^ 
pe, using measured diplomatic 
tones, said Thursday that a 
“falling bade,” radier than a 
“widuuawal,** of some expatri- 
ates and diildren from Algeria 
was being planned. 


CAIRO (Agendes) Gun- 
men open^fire on a cinema in 
a Cairo suburb Ihursday night 
as crowds left after films, kill- 
ing a poUceman on gu^ out- 
ride and wn nnding six Other 


Ine gunfire shattered the 
g)a«;R front of the cinema Mag- 
da in the mdustriai suburb of 
Helwan, 25 kilometres south of 
die centre in Cairo. The blood 
of the dead policeman stained 
thepavement 

The dnemfl and the adjacent' 
. Al Marwa have been showing 
filnw that are rart of the Cairo 
International Rim Festival, an 
artnnfll event omdemned by 
Muslim fundamentalists be- 
cause it indudes foreign films 
with more exphdt sex scenes 
than are usually allowed in 
Egypt. 

Interior Minister Hassan Al 
AW blamed the attack on Mus- 
lim mili tants, ^o have been 
wa ging a campaign of violence 
to overthrow the government 
and nearly killed the prime 
minister with a remote-confrol- 
led bomb last month. 

The ministr y quoted Gener- 
al Alfi as saymg after visiting 
the wounded in hospital: 
“Opening fire at random in 
this cowardly way shows that 
these groups have reached the 
point of despair and collapse 
after die heavy blows wmeh 
the security forces have 
directed against them in the 
past ^ <&ys.” 


The attackers struck at mid- 
night, lobbing smoke bombs 
and firing fr'om two cats as 
people began leaving the adja- 
cent cinemas. 

Ihe policeman died shonlv 
after being t^en to ho^'taf, 
and two other people were in 
serious condition. 

Police captured a suspect at 
a road block shortly after- 
wards, wounding him when be 
refused to stop, unconfirmed 
reports in the press said. They 
found sketches of the dnemas 
on him and details of how 
many policemen would be on 
duty outside. 

The attackers were disguised 
on military unifonns. 

The owner of the cinemas, 
the Magda and Al Marwa, said 
the toll could have been higher 
blit the programme was run- 
ning late and people bad only 
just started leaving. 

Police have rounded up 
more than 1,2(X) suspects since 
the attack on Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki on Nov. 25, includ- 
ing nine alleged members of 
the Jihad (bofy struggle) group 
accused of direct involvement 
in the bombing. 

A police officer at the scene 
said the policeman who died, 
Hassan loat Tewfiq, was hit 
by so many bullets that his 
body was barely recognisable. 

Ctecers said they oeUeved 
there had been four ggnmgn^ , 
all in their late teens or early 
twenties, and tiiat two had 


Ashrawi declines top 
PLO post, wants to 
defend human rights 


Exodus of foreigners from 
Algeria picks up after killiugs 


OCCUPIED JERUS/U.EM 
(Agendes) — Hanan Ashrawi, 
spmteswoman for the Palesti- 
ne peace delegation, said Fri- 
day she has remsed any posi- 
tion in a fnture Palestinian 
government because she is in- 
terested in defending human 
rights. 

*T do not want to have any 
official porition, not as ambas- 
sador in Washington and not as 
minister of anyt^g, because I 
am busy in forming a commit- 
tee for human 
Ashrawi told the Assodated 
Press. 

Dr. Ashrawi had been ex- 
pected to serve as the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) envoy in the American 
ca^tal. 

Dr. Ashrawi and other 
Palestinian experts from all 
over the world are woridng on 
establishing laws that would 
allow Palestinians to sue the 
govenmeot if it breaches hu- 
man limits. 

“We want to guarantoe that 
individuals have the basic hu- 
man rights,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

A three days conference on 
human ri^ts is underway in 
Arab East Jerusalem to en- 
courage the PLO to respect^ 
human ngfats. 

Many raestimans are wor- 
ried tiiat the future Palesti- 
nian authority would be like 
other undemocratic Arab 
countries and Yasser Arafat 
will govern by decree. 

I& recent appointments of 
political leaders for the terri- 
tories and atteaqite to kera all 

finanrial anri rigriipnii - inaKfi g 

bodies under his direct contnu 
have heightened concerns that 
an antoemy was forming. 

Mr. Ar^Ps assodate le- 
cendy critidsed the PLO chief 
for makhig decisions without 
consulting them, espedaily 
concerning the negotiations on 
autonomy. 

The Israeli withdrawal from 
the occimied Gaza Strip and 
the Jericho region on die West 
Bank is due to start Monday, 
with Palestinians be^nning to 


run their own affaiis by next 
Ap^. 

Dr. Ashrawi would not spe- 
cifically criticise Mr. Arafat on 
the issue of human rights, not- 
ing he issued a decree support- 
ing political pluralism and 
b^Q human nghts. 

But she and other top nego- 
tiators also threatened to res- 
ign last August, accusing Mr. 
Arafat of maldng decarions 
without consulting them. 

At the Jerusalem conference 
Palestinian human rights activ- 
ists, who have challenged 
Israel's army in the occupied 
territories since 1967, are pre- 
paring to take on a possible 
new adversaiy. 

“We cannot be sduzembrer^ 
nic. Wle cannot be talking,' 
correcting the Israelis for the 
last 26 years and when it comes 
to the Palestinians say it be 

pe^ect,” lawyer Raji Sourani 
said on Tfani^y. 

He was addrftCting about 60 
rigjits activists. 

'*We have signs tibat are not 
so encouraging. We have stood 
a^inst Israelis and 1 do not 
think we wfli be less stnbbom- 
(with the PLO) bnt in a posi- 
tive way, hefpum, snggerong, 
advising,** Mr. Souram said. 

have been a vital^^rt 
Palestinian nationalist stnm- 
gfe, constantly ni g glm g Israefs 
army by winnixm mternational 
exposure for human rights 
abuses by Israeli troops dming 
the Palestioman opnsing. 

Now they are woniM the 
PLO might take up where 
Israel’s army leaves off if it is 
not sufficiently monitored. 

Activists say the PLO has 
not shown eno^ concern for 
human rights issues and that 
die self-rnle agreement is 
vague and leaves large • 
locmholes for Israel’s army 
Palestinian police to jump 
through. 

“Ine diqilication of author- 
ity in many areas is a 
tremendons programme,’* 
Fateh /^zzamn, raairman of 
the Al Haq leg^ rights group 


already been caught. Wimes- 
ses said the gunmen singly 
walked up to the front of the 
cinema aM opened fire before 
running away. 

The interior mintstry said 
the attackers fled in two cars. 

Gen. Alfi ordered an im- 
mediate reward of 500 poniids 
(S150) to be given to a police 
detective who happened to be 
at the cinema and fired ba^ at 
the attackers with his pistol, 
the minisfry said. 

The suggestion that militants 
were responsible is plautible 
but does not fit the {Mttero of 
operation of the most active 
miiitflfit movements. Jihad and 
Al Gamaa Al Islamiya (Islamic 


TEL AVIV (AFP)— Nearly one m every five 
prepared to use his gun 
to an opinion 


Muslim fundamentalists re- 
gard even Arab films, which 
avoid explicit sex, as anful 
because uot s1k>w torrid love 
affairs, drinking and other be- 
haviour deemed immoral. 
Militants have fire-bombed 
several video stores in recent 
years. 

Silt neither Tihad nor the 
Gamaa are known to have 
attacked a cinema and both 
have denied targetting inno- 
cent civilians. 

Jihad’s preferred tactics are 
to assasanate top govemment 
and military figures. The 
Gamaa muidks police officers 
*and has devastated Egypt’s 
tourist industry with gun and 
bomb attacks on foteigneis. 
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Hnnan Ashrawi 

told Reuteis. “It is not dear 
wfliv enforce what.” 

l^ei and PLO are still 
negotia^ the powers of the 
Palestinian police. The legisla- 
tive powers of the Palestinian 
intenm authority, due to take 
control of Gaza and Jericho in 
April, are also left wide open. 

Activists who travelled to 
PLO headquarters in Tunis re- 
cent and put their concerns 
to OiainnaD Arafat say he 
listened poatively to their con- 
cerns. 

Bat many are afraid the 
PLO, like many guerrilla 
movements before it, wQl find 
it tough to adopt open, 
accountable government and 
to eventually yield power in 
dections. 

Some even say international 
support for the agreement 
mi^t take pressure off PLO 
leaders to respect human 
rights. 

“There is such support for 
the peace process that it could 
actually aff^ international 
readiness to support non-gov- 
ernmental e&rts to protect 
human rights,” Mr. Azzam 
said. 

The dedaration of fffindples 
Israel and the PLO signed in 
S^tember specifies etections 
to choose a PalKtiniau author- 
ity next year, but makes no 
references to hnman rights. 

Delegates said the confer- 
ence, opened by fonner chief 
Palestiman negotiator Haidar 
Abdnl Shafi, was a pieUminary 
meeting wfaidi could lead to 
the formatfon of an umbrella 
group to monitor the feraeli 
army, the PLO-nm police and 
Palestiman hardliners and frm- 
daznentalists opposed to the 
agreement. 


Friday’s Yedfot Ahwaaot 
nt of the 12&.000 Jewidi ooknitfs 
a **wfli use fireanos wainst ikpy 
ian police.” Hie Ofttatf XiBtitnte 


or^^est Bank andGaza 

attempt at arrea by Pakstimm priice. ^ 

foun/ that 32 per 


Th- m^rtnn frf error WflS feUT pOT CCOt. ThC anned rS I Wtjim l W 

foree?^Si Israel says can 

order in the Gaza Strip and West Bank town <rf 

Israel pulls troops out under the 

meat. No date nas been announced for toe Fa i esti m a a s to 
begin patrols. 

Tunisian fundamentalist on hunger strike 

BREST, France (AFP) — A Tunisian Idamic 
under bmise arrest here went on hungtf rtrike Tbursoay to 
ifotest a police raid cm his benoe in the Paxfe M ea,^b e said on 


movement Al Nahda. said po^ searched Ins flat at E^y- 
snr-Seine, north of Paris, for 12 houis. “They took my boc^ 
and all my letters. I am only a political opponent. I am not a 
thief, a murderer or a drug tramefrer. A hunger sente is the 
only way I can protesL” During the raid on Wednesmy, 
Frendi police questioned Mr. Karker*s wife, SaimnlaM. 
They also swooped on the bouses of 11 other alleged T unisite 
Mamie fundamentalists in the Paris area and eastern 
Police said the raids were carried out at the request ot a 
Tunisian ftramining magistrate wiio isaicd m internaticmaJ 
warrant g«Kng France to probe “flie possibility that e ni mn a l 
eanss” were planning to **atta^ persons or mope^ m 
France. A pofltical rdugee since 1987, fattier^-six i^ker 
was arrested last Oct M at ^rinay, and issued with a 
(leportatioa order far his “active siqipcHt for a terro^ 
movement in France and in other Eiuopem countries.* ^He 
was placed under bouse arrest pending his ^i^ieal against 
deportation. 

Moroccan gets death for raping boy 

RABAT (R) — A policeman^ was sentenced to cfeath in 
Morocco for raping young boys in handcuffs and 10 accomf^ 
lices were jailed for paitidpatii^ in sex orgjn. Lawyeis sw 
Bouriiaais Axbad was sentmiced on Thursday by a court in Al 
Jadida 90 Idfomefres southwest of Casablanca. He was also 
ordered to psy 30,000 diiiiams ($3,150) to the enstoms 
administration for trafficldi^ in alcoholic beverages. The court 
sentem^ xangjiig from four months to 10 years on the 
10 accomplices, cme of mem another poUceman. They were 
fordier order^ to pay fines ranging from 10,000 to 66,000 
dirhams ($1,050 fo $6,950). The 10 were convicted of 
involvement in orgies organised by Mr. Arbad at his home in 
die nearby town of Azermmour, trafficking in al c^io lic 
beverages and pornographic videos, hfr. Arbad was arrested 
in Azemmour on April 30 frdlowing complaints from die 
parents of two TOoim boys who said toey hra been raped by 
the accu^ trime imoto^pfas were bemg taken. The court 
was told 24 boys had teen victimised ^ Mr. Arbad vdio 
handcuffed or .bound some of diem. It is die second death 
sentence pass^ oa a poUceman this wrar for sexual crimes. 
Chief Pol^ Commisaoiier Mostapba Tatet was sentenced to 
death Iqr a Casablanca court on Mardi 15 and executed by 
firii^ squad on Ai^ 9. 'Dfoet was convicted of multiple rape 
during orgies in a Garablauoca flat .triiich involved Sl5 women 
over a perido of three years. He filmed the sessions with 
hidden video cameras. 

Iranian grand ayatollah dies 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Grand Ayatollah Mohammad Reza 
Golpayegani, <me of die most senior .Sii’ite Muriim, derics, 
diea Thursday evening at die age of 96. Iranian radios and ' 
televirion ran sombre music and verses from tte Koran in 
honour of the ayatoDah, who' was taken from the holy dty of 
Qmn to Tehran's Martyr Raj^ hospital on Monday mght 
with a re^iratoiy infection. “Grand AyatoQaha Golpayegani, 
the leader of Sln*ite Morimis aQ over the worid, has gone to 
heaven,'* Tehran Ratfio said. AyatoUah Golpayegam was a 
close friend of Iran's late revolution^ leader, AyatoUah 
RuboUah Khomeini. Many Shi'ite Muriims ooosidmed him the 
foremost maija taqUd — die highest rank of die Shi'ite clergy 
udiiefa literaUy means “the source of imitation” — smee the' 
deadi in Angnst 1992 of Grand AratoUah Abol Qassem Al 
Khod in Najaf in AratoUah Golpayegani avtnded dir^ 
involvement in politics altnoa^ be supported the 1979 Mamig 
revolution. 

Rights report says abuses continue in Turkey 

WASHINGTON (AIO — The Kurdish rebellion led to 
“appalliDg” human li^ abuses in TUrkey in 1993, according 
to the new Human Risfats Watch World R^it, refeuM 
Thursday. The report said that security forces shot and 
civilians in bouse raids and used torture as an interrrogadon 
technique. The gnei rilla war started te the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Jgm (1^) escalated and me report said “support 
for the PKK m soudieast Tmk^ ^ipeared to grow rather than 

to decline. Unfortunately the goveinment chose to deal with 
tfa^ inoUems by shooting aim kifiing suspected membeis of 
extremist groups m violation of inter natio nal agreements and 
standards.” A large number of suspects were irfHerf in raids 
described as sbootouts by authorities hut in adiidi security 
forces were rardy IdOed or wounded “creating a strong 
presDomtioo that the soqiects were deliberately ” g 

said. “Contrary to international agreements,” 38 demoom- 
tors sympathetic to die Kurdish relbeUion were shot by nniik-o 
in four odes in sontheast TUricCT, it added. The report said 
that CTuel torture of suspects of bodi ordinaiy ana p^ii ti ra l 
crimes continued as a routiiK part of their interrogation by 
police.” Eighteen suspects died m suspicious cdrcumstances in 
custody. 
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Udwan discusses tourism 
with American academics 








AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Tourism Mohammad 
Affssh A1 Udwao Friday 
briefed an American delega- 
tion' comprising 140 students 
and teachers from Brigham 
Young University in the U.S. 
State of Utah on Jordan's 
democratic experience. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
the deleration. Dr. udwan 
said Jordan seeks a just and 
comprehensive peace whi^ 
ensures the legitimate rights 
of the Palestiman people and 
accepted by future genera- 
tions.' 

Dr. Udwan said a just and 
oomprehensive peace will 
have its political and social 
reflections on the region and 
will contribute to security and 
stabifa'^. This in turn, he 
said, will have positive efiects 
on the tourism sector in the 
whole le^on in genend and 
in Jordan in partiailar in view 


of Jordan’s wealth of historic- 
al, cultural and archaeologio 


al places. 
Dr. Ud 


Dr. Udwan said the tour- 
ism set^or in Jordan is one of 
dm pillars of the Jorda- 
nian economy and that it is 
one of the major sources for 
hard currency. 

The delegation is on a six- 
day visit to Jordan and is 
e 3 q>ected to tour archaeolo- 
^cal sites and tourist attrac- 
tions. The delegation is 
accompanied by the Brigham 
uzuversity Jerusalem-based 
Director of the Near Eastern 
Studies Centre Keat Brown 
and Professor of the Near 
Eastern Studies at the Ceotre 
Nafez Nazaal. 

The meeting was attended 
by Director General of the 
Antiquities Department ^- 
wan A1 Tal and senior minis- 
try offidals. 


Majali’s pledges seen key 

(Coatinned from 1 ) 

me 22-mem^ Progressive 4, Mohammad Niadai 
DratOOTtic gahdon (PDC) 5. Abdullah Akhu ErsI 
said the Cerent stands 6 . Abdul Baqi Jammc 
members of the bloc took do 7. Mohamniad Abu C 
not reflect a division in the 8 . Rateb A1 Sa'oud 

front because the voting pat- 9. Hammad Abu Jam 

tOT ^ agreed upon. 10. Mohammad A1 D 

“We agreed on bow each u. Mohammad A1 Hi 

member of the bloc would 12. Kbaled A1 Ajamu 

votei” said Dr. Bataineb. 13. Mifleh A1 Lawzi 

Some members of the PDC 14. Abdul Hafez Shal 

backed the government, 15. Abdul Majid AI > 

others opposed it and some 16. Samih Al Farah 

atet^ed. 17 . Abdul Majid Azzs 

The Jordaman National 18. Aref Batameh 

Front (JNF) left its eight 19. Nader Abul Sha’a 

members • to take his own 20. Mifleh Ai Rahimi 

decinon and so did the six- 21. Ahmad Al Qudafa 

member 'indqiendent Uoc. 22. Sa'ad Srour 

While Deputy Rawabdeh 23. Nawwaf Al <3adi 

said tile outcome of tiie vot- 24. Fayy^ Jairar 

ing session were not suipris- 25. Tafaa Al Habahbe 

ing, Dr. Said said he was 26. Farah Al RabadS 

surprised by the “increase in 27. Fawwaz Al Zuln 

the number of deputies who 28. Th rahim Samara 

supported the Cabinet, 29. Hatem Al Ghzawi 

claiming the government 30. Nader Tfauheirat 

l^uncd extra votes after nego- 31. All Al Shatti 

tiations with some deputies. 32. Hashem A Dabbs 

Observers say these nego- 33. Abdullah Ensour 

tiations and other political 34. Ramir Kawar 

calculations could account for 35. Fawzi Ttiaimah 

the shift in the tx»itioo of 36. Mansour Ben Tari 

some di^uties who severely 37 . Hani JBJazio 

criticisea the government in 38. Awad Khleifat 

their speeches out voted in its 39. Abdul Karim A 1 

favour. - 40:i Tawfiq Khreishan 

Some deputies said the..- 41. Abdul Hadi Maial 


govemmem-had shown disfe- - 
spect'-ior die'le^^ture 
questioned its aoiliw to deal 
with the diallenges mdng the 


country but voted in its 
fevour when a vote was 
taken. 

Deputies who ^ke to be 
Jordan Times dismissed sug- 
gestions that the government 
would have a narrow and 
frag ile mandate because it 
won the confidence of 41 
deities only. 

“A confidence is a confi- 
dence,” said Mr. Rawabdeh. 
“Things are-evaluated 1^ the 
results,” smd Dr. Batameh. 

Others, however, say the 
government wfll have a diffi- 
cult time dealing witii the 
legislature due to the limited 
number of deputies vriio sup- 
port it.' 

The* Cabinet won the 
lowest number of votes 
amftT^ all cabinets who asked 
for & confidence of the 
House since 1989. 

Ihe government of 
Mudhar Badran won 65 
votes, Sharif Zeid won 47 
votes, and the government of 
Taher A h^sri, current 
spesdwT of the House, won 47 
votes. Mr. Masri’s govern- 
ment, however, was opposed 
\yy 31 deputies, compared to 
the 29 who withheld confi- 
dence form the Calnnet of 
Mr. Majali. 

Following are the 41 deputies 
who voted in favour of the 
government, Wednesday: 

1. Jamal A Khrdshafa 

2. M ohamma d A Zaban 

3. Salem Zawaydeh 


4. Moh ammad Njadat 

5. Abdullah Akhu Ersheidah 

6 . Abdul Baqi Jammo 

7. Moh amma d Abu Q leim 

8 . Rateb A Sa'oud 

9. Hammad AbU JamoUS 

10. Mo hamma d A Dueib 

11. Mohammad A Hunehi 

12. Kbaled A Ajaimefa 

13. Mifleh Al Lawzi 

14. Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 

15. Abdul Majid A Aqtash 

16. Samih A Farah 

17. Abdul Majid Azzam 

18. Aref Batameh 

19. Nader Abul Sha'ar 

20. Mifleh A Rahimi 

21. Ahmad A Qudah 

22. Sa'ad Srour 

23. Nawwaf Al Qadi 

24. Fayyad Jairar 

IS, Taha A Habahbeb 

26. Farah A RabadS 

27. Fawwaz A Zuln 

28. Thr ahim Samar a 

29. Hatem A Ghzawi 

30. Nader Tfauheirat 

31. All A Shatti 

32. Hashem A Dabbas 

33. Abdullah Ensour 

34. Samir Kavirar 

35. Fawzi Ttudmah 

36. Mansur Ben Tarif 

37. Hani J^azia 

38. Awad K^eifat 

39. Abdul Karim A Kabariti 
40: Tawfiq Khreishan 

41. Abdul Hadi Majj^. 

Those who voted against were: 

1. Abdul Aziz Jabr 

2. Abdul Mun'em Abu Zant 

3. Hamzeh Mansour 

4. Ibrahim Kilani 

5. AU Abul Rac^eb 

6 . Toujan Faisal 

7. Khalid Haddadio 

8 . Hammam Sa’eed 

9. Ahmad A Kofehi 

10. Saleh Sfaa'watah 

11 . Abdul Raouf Al 
Rawabdeh 

12. Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat 

13. Abdul Rahim Ekour 

14. Suleiman A Sa’d 

15. DeifaUah A Momani 

16. Mo hamma d Oweida 

17. Mustafa Shneikat 

18. Mahmoud Hweimel 

19. Ahmad Kasasbeh 

20. Jamfl A Esboush 

21. Samir Habashneh 

22. Badr Riyati 

23. Mohammad A Haj 

24. Efeib Anis 

25. Bassam Haddadin 

26. Abdul Karim A Dughmi 

27. Mo hammad Paoudieh. 

28. Abdullah Akaileh 

29. Bassam Emoush. 

The following abstained: 

1. Taher A Masri 

2. Anwar Hadid 

3. Abed Musa A Nahar 

4. Munir Subar 

5. Saleh Iisheidat 

6 . Talal Obeidat 

7. Ibrahim Sbehdeh. 

8 . Jamal Saraireb 

9. NazOi Ammarin 

(Deputy Deib Abdullah Khat- 
tab was ateent). 


300 injured in Safeway blaze 


(Continued from page 1) 
ance when the fire broke out. 

Thousands of people fre- 
quent the Safeway every d^. 
and usually Fridays are the 
store's busiest days. 

Over, a 1,000 people were 
reported to have been trapped 
at the Umotone buflding when 
the fire empted, according to 
various counts, with (me in- 
formed source putting the 
actual figure at 1 , 200 . 

Victims, who included fire- 
men and pOUcemeo. were car- 
ried to public as well as private 


military medica] services and 
civilian cars as police helicop- 
ters moved in supplies to res^ 
cue workers. 

While many citizens rushed 
to help the civil defence men, 
others hindered the rescue op- 
erations by j amming the all^ 
and streets uading to the win- 
dowless btrilding, located in 
the Shmeisani area. 

The extent of the damam 
could not be immediately 
known but ^eway manager 
Azzam A Masri told jour^- 
ists the store would be back in 


operation in a week. 

“The cost is the last thing we 
think of,” said Mr. Masri. 
whose family, bought the stove 
from subsi^ary company of 
the collapsed ifetra Bank at a 
cost of JD 5 milli on about two 
years ago. The Masris de- 
veloped the department store 
iotoone of the mo^ successful 
business ventures in Jordan. 

Tbe fire was the largest in 
Amman since 1992 when 
flames destroyed parts of ite 
Inter-Continental Hotel, kill- 
ing one Iraqi citizen who was 
trapped in an elevator and 
lightly injuring about 10 
omeis. 

Arafat, Rabin" 

(Continued from page 1) 
Palestinian prisoners and the 
yire of the future Jericho area. 

Referring to the deadline, 
Mr. Arafat said: “We hope we 
will be able to implement it 
accurately and on s^e 
date that it was decide. 

Israel proposes 
square kilometres of land in 
the Jericho area. 
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Majali starts Japan visit 
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lYime Minister Abdul Mqjali (second 

from left) Thursday receives World ifamit iMrec- 


tor Atillafa Karaomanc^ (second from right) 
(Petra photo) 


World Bank to provide $7m 
for agricultural marketing 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The World 
Bank is working on a $7 
millioD aid package for Jor- 
dan's private agricultural sec- 
tor to improve its marketing 
methods and expand its scope 
of sales, offidal sources said 
Friday. 

Tbe sources, reporting on 
the visit of World Bank Man- 
^ing Director Atillah 
Karaomanodu, also said the 
bank was looking into the 
Kingdom's water sector to 
devise methods to improve 
efficiency. 

Accor^g to the sources, 
who preferred anonymity, 
Mr. Karaomanoglu was seek- 
ii^ to “familiarise himse lf 
with Jordan’s economy” and 
tbe Kingdom's performance 
in implementing the econo- 
mic restnictuiiDg pro^amme 
prescribed by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (I^). 

Mr. Karaomanoglu told re- 
po^rs after a meeting with 
nime Minister Abdul ^am 
Majali and Planning Minister 
Ziad Fariz on Tfaumday that 
be was satisfied with the 
Kingdom's adherence to tbe 
programme, the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra,. said-- 

Jordan has cleariy dedi- 
cated its efforts in the context 
of this programme towards 
improving tiie sodo-econo- 
mic oonmtions of its people, 
be said, calting on interna- 
tional bodies to extend help 
to the Kingdom, Petra re- 
ported. 

He also promised that tbe 
World Bank, in coordination 
with other intematioDal orga- 
nisations, will help Joremo 
hope with its economic prob- 
lems. 

The World Bank offidal 
also expressed appredation 
of Jordan's role in the Middle 
East peace process and noted 
that tbe Kingdom was crudal 
to the stability of the region, 
Petra said. 

The sources told the Jor- 
dan Times Mr. Karaomapgo- 
In’s talks here were of a 
general nature, noting that be 
was not direedy involved in 
the nitty-grit^ details of 
World Bank 10 Jordan or 
anywhere else. 

'*The World Bank is in- 
terested in helping Jordan 
alleviate the sodal costs of 


tiie economic restructuring 
programme, and Mr. 
Karaomanoglu wanted to 
have a firsthand look at 
things,” said one senior 
source. 

Tbe World Bank offidal 
also reviewed “regional pro- 
jects” in the context of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process, 
added the source without 
offering details. 

In a bilateral context, the 
source said, the two main 
areas the World Bmik is in- 
terested in now are agricultu- 
ral and water in Jordan. 

“The World Bank is put- 
tine together a package of S7 
mifiioD grant which will go 
direct to the private sector in 
agriculture to improve their 
marketing methods and seek 
new market outlets,” said the 
source. 

The grant will be followed 
by soft loans of as yet un^- 
afied amounts to consolidate 
the programme, tbe source 
added. 

Mr. Karaomanoglu was 
quoted as saying in an 
^dress at the World Affairs 
CouncQ Tburday that Jordan 
could 'become “the Singapore 
of the Middle East” in the 

^ ' 

In a-re^rt of the , cisss, 

A Dustour newspaper also 
said that the World Bank 
official told bds audience that 
Jordan “possesses all tbe re- 


quired skilled manpower to 
oeal with economic matters” 
and that the Kingdom had 
been “ve^ efficiently” be- 
nefiting from tbe World 
Bank's assistance in “various 
fields.” 

In the water sector, the 
World Bank is looking into 
means to improve the use of 
the scarce commodity, said 
the source. 

One of the main hurdles 
tiiat Jordan feces in this con- 
text is continued subsidies 
wbi(d] lead to less than two 
per cent of actual cost of 
water reflected on tbe far- 
mers, according to the 
source. 

The source said the World 
Bank, by definition of its 
mandate, would not be 
“pressuring Jordan” to cut 
tbe subsidies but looking into 
means to imporing the effi- 
ciency of water use in tenns 
ai better-yield, (xist-effectivc 


agricultural patterns. 

“It is in the government's 
own interest to ensure that 
the actual cost of water is 
better reflected in the costs of 
the farmers rather than the 
treasuiy,” said the source. 

This is a pressing issue, 
said the source, since there is 
no sense in government 
pumping free water and far- 
mers contributing little to tbe 
water costs and doing little to 
increase their contribution to 
the economy by shifting 
fanning patterns. 

An IMF delegation is also 
visiting Jordan and this team 
is expected to press the gov- 
ernment to cut some of the 
subsidies for water. 

Officials, anxious to avert 
problems with consumers, 
have been resisting IMF 
pressure to cut water sub- 
sidies since 1989. But they 
agree that there is an urgent 
need to address tbe problem. 

“It cannot be allowed to 
continue if only because this 
is a serious drain in national 
resources and setback to the 
shifting priorities in the agri- 
culture sector,” said a senior 
government official. 

The net picjsir^ jn the agri- 
cultpreii.sestbf,. .s^id .the 
source, is that “tbe farmers 
have developed a careless 
attitude towards water since 
they pay less than two per 
cent of the actual cost and 
this has to change.” 

“They have to realise that 
water is a precious commodi- 
ty, and not something that 
can be taken for granted as 
being pumped into their 
lands at government costs,” 
said the source. 

There should be more 
focus on low-water consum- 
ing, high-cost crops rather 
than the present, state- 
funded high-water consum- 
ing. low-cost crops, the 
source said, citing bananas, 
which require large amounts 
of water but fetra relatively 
low prices in the market. 

The senior government 
official agreed. **Unless we 
prod the agriculture sector 
into understanding and 
accepting the real cost of 
fannmg, including that of wa- 
ter, then there is little hope 
that Jordan will achieve its 
long-term goals in this 
sector.” 


JD 60,000 for charities in south 


MAAN (Petra) — The Gener- 
al Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) and four 
societies in the Maan govemo- 
rate have signed agreements to 
pave tbe way for the initiation 
of projects aimed at curtailing 
poverty and creating jobs in 
the southern region. 

According to GUVS offi- 
cials, four local charitable 
societies at A Qaa, A Far- 
dakh, A Ikhaa and the Ladies 
of the VaD^ will benefit from 
a JD 60,000 fund to help fi- 
nance income-generating pr<^ 
jects for their needy communi- 
ties. 

According to GUVS offi- 
cii. the fund was made avail- 
able from the Near East 


Foundation (NEF) and GUVS 
in addition to the U.N. De- 
velopment Programme 
(UNDP) which provided 
JD 28,000 for the project. 

This, the officials said, is the 
first step in a drive to create 
funds for charitable societies 
that are dealing with the prob- 
lem of poverty in the various 
reaons of the Kingdom. 

GUVS executive president. 
Dr. Abdullah A Knatib, who 
signed tbe agreements with the 
four societies Thursday, said 
the creation of funds should 
help promote the role of volun- 
tary and charitable societies in 
the Maan redon. 

GUVS tramed 45 members 
of these sodeties ahead of the 



AbdoUah Al Kbatib 

siting of the agreements in 
order to enable them to ex- 
ecute the iucome-generating 
projects in their respective re- 
gions, Dr. Kbatib said. 


Ministry observes 
International Volunteers Day 


IRBED (Petra) — Minister of 
Social Development Moham- 
mad Sqour has said that the 
ministp^ was ready to cooper- 
ate with the municipalities in 
different parts of the country 
to ^Ip Item secure jobs for 
disabled people. 

The ministry is willing to pay 
part of the sdaries of tbe dis- 
abled to encourage the muni- 
dpal coundls to help curtail 
the problem of Mverty and 
unemployment, the minister 
said Thursday during a cere- 
mony held in irbid to mark the 
International Volunteers Day. 

At Thursdav’s ceremony. 


organised by die local branch 
01 the General Union of 
Voluntary Sodeties (GL^VS) 
and tbe Queen Ala Fund for 
Sodal Development (QAF), 
the minister appealed to all 
voluntary ^ups to expand 
their activities and cover all 
those in need, piedgins con- 
tinued backing from theMinis- 
try of Sodal Development. 

‘‘We are also ready to 
c(}operate with the other minis- 
tries for the purpose of ensur- 
ing employment for skilled 
handicapped people and for 
ensuring them decent living. 
Dr. Sqour added. 


Sami Khasawneh, GUVS 
Jrbid branch director, and 
Mohammad Shboul, sodal de- 
velopment department direc- 
tor, both addressed the cere- 
mony outlining the voluntary 
societies' work conducted 
Jointly by the public and pri- 
vate sectors in the govemo- 
rate. 

The minister distributed 
awards to volunteers with out- 
standing activities from both 
sectors, and '•fso distributed 
diplomas to t '>ate& of train- 
ing courses ru.i jy GUVS and 
OAF. 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime ^^iste^ 
Abdnl Salam Majali arrives 'to Tokyo 
this morning on an eight-day 
visit during which he will 
discuss Jordanian-Jwanese 
relations and tbe Midme East 
peace process. 

Dr. Majali, who is accom- 
panied by Information Minis- 
ter Jawad Anani, will also 
attend a U.N. meeting. Dr. 
Majali was casing messages 
from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan to 
Emperor Akihiro and Crown 
Prince Naruhito on Jorda- 
nian-Japanese relations. 

Dr. Majali, who is also 
minister of defence and fore- 
ign affairs, will meet with 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa, Foreign Minisrer 
Tsutomo Hata and other 
senior officials for discussions 
on the Middle East peace 


last month to go ahead with 
the project. 

Also reviewed during the 
Jordanian-Japanese dfscus- 
sions this week will be 
Tokyo’s financial assistance 
to Amman and explore 
chances for the early release 
of an $80 million to match a 
World bank loan already 
granted to the Kingdom to 
develop its energy sector on a 
bilateral level. 

Diplomats have said that 
an a^ement in principle had 
been taken to release the 
amount. ^ui specifics had to 
be work. J out in coordina- 
tion among the various gov- 
enment agencies and the fi- 
nance ministrv. 

Japan, which is also a 
member of the regional 
working group on water, is 
financing two pilot projects 
near the Dead Sea to ej^iore 
possibilities of desalination as 
a means to address pan of 
Jordan's water problems. 
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rocess as well as Jordanian- Japanese-Jordanian rela- 


DFOcess as well as joroanian- 
Japanese relations. 

Japan is an active player in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. It chairs ^e multilateral 
working group on the en- 
vironment. *Tokyo is ex- 
peaed to help Jordan, Egypt 
and Israel to set up a poQu- 
tion data gathering and con- 
trol network after the work- 
ing group adopted a derision 


tions are traditionaUy strong. 
Tokyo extended S750 million 
in soft loans to Jordan in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, 
paiticularly to help the King- 
dom cope with the negative 
effects of the Gulf crisis ot 
1990-91. 

Dr. Majali left Amman 
Hiursday and was making a 
stop over in Kuala Lumpur 


Abdul Salam Majali 

Friday before proceeding to' 

Tokyo. 

In' departure comments. 
Dr. Majali, who has served as. 
president of the University of. 
Amman and advisor to the 
King on higher education,' 
said he would seek to set up a . 
centre In Amman for trainuig 
world leaders under the au- 
spices of the United Nations 
University. 

The centre, he said, will 
train students who show, 
promises in leadership skills 
and make it possible for them' 
to assume leadership posi- 
tions in their respective coun- 
tries after the training. 

Dr. Majali said he had. 
already made the proposal 
and would follow it up during 
this week’s meetings in. 
Tokvo. 









Prince Raad Beo Zeid (second, frimi right) and 
Minister of Health Abdul Rahim Malfaas (kfl) 


Thursday at (he opeiung of the Franco- Jorda- . 
nian medicai conference (Petra photo) 


French, Jordaman specialists 
discuss medical cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Raad Ben 
Zeid has called for increased 
efforts towards ensuring con- 
tinued medical training in Jor- 
dan in cooperation with France 
and other nations. 

Addressing the opening 
ceremony of a meeting orga- 
nised by the Franco-Joraanian 
Medical Society in Amman, 
Prince Raad sai'd that the ma- 
jor achievements in the Jorda- 
nian medical field ought to 
receive support efforts for 
further accomplishments, par- 
ticularly through the continued 
training of medical personnel 
in order to cater to the modem 
developments. 

“Continued medical training 
should be given due priority in 
Jordan, Prince Raad said. 

3 senior police 
officers retire 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Three 
senior Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) officers with the 
rank of major general have 
been retired upon a decision by 
the counefl of ministers. 

The officers, who only two 
days ago were promoted to the 
rank of major general, will 
leave service as ofTan. 1 , 1994. 

They are Noureddin Kheir, 
Awni Mismar. and .Ahmad 
Khasawneh. 

Following the retirement of 
.the three generals. PSD Direc- 
tor General Abdul Rahman A 
Udwan reshuffled his senior 
staff as of Dec. U, 1993 as 
follows: 

Major General Anwar Bsoul 
was made PSD inspector 
general and assistant to the 
I^D chief; Major General 
Mahmoud Abu Hammour be- 
comes assistant PSD director 
for manpower; Brigadier 
Mohammad Tarazi becomes 
assistant director for judicial 
affairs; Colonel Mahmoud 
Obeidat takes over as acting 
director of the PSD public rela"- 
tions affairs and Colonel 
Abdul Rahman Kharabsheh 
becomes deputy director for 
the police department in the 
Madsba district. 


His call echoed by Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas 
who paid tribute to Franco- 
Jordanian cooperation in the 
medical field. 

Dr. Malhas said Jordan 
sought to maintain a hi^ level 
of training of its medical staff 
in various specialisations to ca- 
ter to the requirement, the 21 st 
century. 

Among the other speakers at 
the opening ceremony was 
Stephane Romatire, the 
French charge d'affaires who 
noted the joint conferences 
were useful for Franco-Jorda- 
nian cooperation. 

Praising the high standard of 
the Jordanian medical profes- 
sion Mr. Romatite said that the 
French and Jordanian confer- 
ence. 

Praising the high standard of 


the Jordanian medical profes- 
sion Mr. Romatite said that the 
French and Jordanian medical 
systems are similar in that the^ 
are both controlled centrally -a' 
Health Ministry assist^ by va- ‘ 
rious departments. 

Among the topics discussed 
at the conference were organi; 
sational matters related to coq^ , 
tinned medicai training, the 
role of the universities in con: 
tinned training for doctors, im- 
proving the standard and the 
services of the medical labor-; . 
atones and prospects for the . 
application of continued 
medical training in Jordan. • 

A book eidiibition was argar 
nised on the sideline of the ‘ 
conference attended by medic^ 
aj experts from Jordan and 
France. 


WHAT’S emUG ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

Pbott^raphic exfaibitMm by artist Basheir Al-Hqjeh at tbe : 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

^ Plastic art exhibition on (he intifada and Jerusalem at tbe 
ProTessioual Assodatioa Complex. 

^ Art exhibition by artist Edcibert Della al the Royal Cultural 

Centre. 

^ Art exhibition by artist Beotr Bewluczuk al the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

fr Exhibition of prints and drawings by Fakhr El Nissa Zeid at 
Darat Al Fnnnn of the Abdul Hameed Shomcn Foundation 
in Jabai Lnweibddi. Also showing the permanent exhibUion 
(Saturday-Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 
fr Plastic art exhibition by a number of Iraqi artists at La Casa 
Art Gallery (between (he 5th and 6th Circles). 

# Exhibition of sewii^ equipmeut at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre (11:00 - 7:00 p.m.). 

'ir Exhibition of paintings by artist Khalid Khreis at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

Exhibition of watercolours by artist Shaber Jirmi at the 
Goethe Institute. 

^ Art exhibition by artist Farghali Abdel Hafiez at tbe Balka* 
Art Gallery in Ai Fuheis (10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p,m.) (Tel 
720902). 

if Plastic art exhibition by several Jordanian and Iraqi artists 
at the Orfali Art Gallery in Um Uthaina. 

CHRISTMAS CABOtS 

Christmas carols presentation at the Royal Cultural Centre 
at 8:00 p.m. 
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after dip 


TfiiS PROJECTED snnunit between presidents 
Assad Clanton in January could be flie break- 
through that the parties to the ongoing peace 
process have long been looking for to reenergise the 
peace ta^^. !t is hard to imag ing that Uk U.S. 
preddent tiad the Syrian leader wopid have sche- 
duled such a Eneeting without having agreed on 
basic prmcipi^ touching on ways and means to 
advance the Syrian-lsraeli bilateral peace n^otia- 
tions and "jnloc!: the other remaining tracks Meet- 
ing both cfae Palestinian as wdl as the Jordanian and 
Lebanese fronts. Yet it may still be premature to' 
hail the upcoming summit as the be^nning of the 
end of all existing problems that still lie in the path 
of th'r peace process. Tlie fact that the two leaders 
will on cefjitral grounds suggests that they may 
be heading for a happy medium solotion that lies 
soriier/here betvTeen what Damascus is insisting on 
to refTuicze talks and what Washington may 
vie%? the coinprosuse that could untie the 
Syria!>l3raeia liuaot. It 1$ not worthy that Syrian 
Foreign Ivlinistcr Farouh Al Sharaa has less than 
Vi'ords than experied to say about the 
d?a:r:::sv: asr.sur.csiisnf wf&:fa was made Hiursday 
U.3. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
;■ GeDeva meetup. This may suggest tiiat 
Darjiai; 7-::s h?' not changed its position substantially 
02 the eve of the encounter between presidents 
AaszC. znz Cubutoc. On the other hand, there are 
j^F, 2 S thal iths Clinton administration is slowly 
TSLT^i'ir ~ up c& Syria by* relaxing the sanctions that 
&r>: r^f against it. The news about U.S. 

[: :::rjc3:o3 *!o supply Syrian Airways with U.S. 
s:a2ij;si:'hj7?d aircraft could be just the be ginning 
•0 Turner the Western embargo of Syria in a 
bSd to its position on the peace process 

altcgelhsi*. Asid this is not all. The agreement by 
Syria to suppily much-awaited mfonnatimi about 
siiissisg Icraeil soldiers in Lebanon coopted with the 
n3T? poiidss to pennit more Syrian Jews to leave the 
cotiJsVy coozid bs also the start of a process that 
ccul-:: ] 2 sd to on Israeli acceptance of Syrian 
fe;;i 2 esl$ i!or Gosupiste l^eli withdrawal from the 
3yno3 Goisn Heig!its as a price for complete peace 
v/i^ it. 

implicatio33S of any breakthrough on the 
Syrlsn-Israeti front are clearly far-reaefamg, since 
Damascus has tremendous clout over several 
factions opposed to the PLO-Israel 
pei:ce accord struck last September as well as over 
^bcllah in Lebanon. Washington knows only too 
that without Syrian blessing of the Palestinian 
vnth Israel the road ahead will be strewn with 
I'OC'oy traps that may end up aborting it altogether. 

the impcrtance of the expected Ciinton- 
.•\s?sd soBunit in January. The fact that Syria has 
ofilcsa!]y agreed to resume peace negotiation with 
Israel in Washington by mid-January is an addi- 
tzrnaS indication that an important development has 
taken place as a result of Mr. Christopher’s 
diplomacy between Israel and Syria. 

.'• "■'ISga gsi'^'aOlWMENTARIK 

: TI;*£ VOTE of confidence in the government of Prime 
Abdul Salam Majali was in fact a vote enn<Mffl ( y 
in tbc dsmocraijc march chosen by Jordu and its people, and 
the debates in Pariiament and the speeches were all pan of the 
demccratic process, said Al Ra*i daily. The (teputies who 
delivered speeches over the past four days, whether in support 
, or against the gov ernment, nave all done dieir homework weD 
and presented a good performance which covered the econo- 
mic. serial and politicil subjects of concern to public, said 
the paper. Although some of die roeeches were Imgthy-and 
not attractive to the listeners, and despite the fact that some 
contained harsh rem''rks against the ^vemment and the 
prime :mnister, one can say that the deh*ber^'ons truly, 
reflected the spirit of de':ocrac^ in the bouse, continued the' 
daily. It said that bosh th • a who supported the government 
and those whi- s.ood agairst its policy deserve appreciation 
and gr?.;irjpe or ceepenT.;; the meaning of cwmocra^ 
thn;jgh their riew^- "end stands and for pm pointing, 

' wa.*.’irasses ana rr.-.’i.-ding the government of its tasks and the 
ckrn.-!' ' *ssus«5 n;*'.-;.>y t>,- country. One can conclude that the 
sess^io:.*: rf c:.i. ar days were successful and helped 
bolster :.^c dcniXTuLi: er.-'.eriment in the Kingdom, it adtted. 
The caper sri.d : V.: ir.i i rme minjsKr is to be commended for 
being tolciCiT? wii*: t.:'* d.*puiies. 
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A COLUMImTST in AS Rs’i daily voiced support for a recent 
call fron a group of Jordanian nationalists advocating a 
•trijirtite unitv* among Jordan. Iraq and Syria. Saeda Abdo 
said that the call came amid very- criti^ circumstances 
prevaifing in the Arab World and at a tune when the 
u.S.'isrccIi alliance h u^inc to impoae its own formula of a 
settlement on the Arab Nation. The writer said that the three 
i*our.tr '.‘i^ ought to embark on a Irind of union between them to 
coun -- ' the fdea that has been peddled by the West of terming 
3 Jordanian. Palestinian, Israeli econopiic iznioa. What the 
Arab :a^&.^es are yeamin|[ for is real unity among Arab states, 
but a ' iid of confederation can be creat^ for me time being 
betweer: A.'nman. Damascus and Baghdad, continued the 
, writer. Lut. she said, under the present circumstances, this 
seems :o be a bit difScult due to the pok'ticd stands of 
Bagdad and Damascus Ws-a-vis each other therefore, the 
,\rab rstionsilst croup ought to elaborate on its proposal and 
u • f oftei 3 p.-aclicii programme, like economic cooperation 
amoii.: *' ? three cour.tnes, as a first step leading to a 
confe3er. 'n. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Jordan needs answers where its security is concerned 


PALESTINIAN LEADER Yasser Aratet's obvious reluct- 
ance to sign ^reements on security arrangements and econo- 
mic cooperation between Jordan and the envisaged auton- 
omous Palestinian territory raises quite a few questions. 

His talks about confederation with Jordan in the context of 
the agreements was nothing but a smokescreen to bide his 
refusal to seriously discuss the issue wi^ Hfis Majesty King 
Hussein. 

If some of the accounts of the King’s meeting with Mr. 
Arafat Sunday night are accurate, then the Palestinian leader 
used the same argument with His Majesty to slip through a 
firm commitment or a flat refusal. 

Diplomacy or not, Mr. Arafat's contention that any agree- 
ment between Jordan and the Palestinians should be based on 
a relationship of confederation between two sovereign entities 
is flawed at this point in time. 

For one thing, the shape of the sovereim Palestinian entity 
that we all want is going to be determinea by how things work 
out in the flrst two years of self-rule, before discussions begin 
on the “final status” of the occupied West Bank and Ga» 
Strip. 

It is imperative that the Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and outside as well as Jordan as a soverdgn entity 
use those two or three years to pool their emits and 
strengthen their hands in such a way that pulls the mg from 
under the feet of the Israeli argument against Palestinian 
statehood. 

Quite telling was Mr. Arafat's departure fibm Amman 
Monday without holding a second round of m e e tii i M with lUng 
Hussein. One of the official reasons for notholding the 
meeting was that he was due in Germany the next day. 

But that does not hold much water. What was at stake for 
discussions with His Majesty after both their meetings with 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher was & too 
mportaut thn a one or two hour delay for Mr. Arafat to bask in 
the red carpet and VIP treatment in Germany. 

What Mr. Arafat effectively said at Monday's press confer- 
ence after meeting Mr. Chnstopher was: Jordanians should 
not be worried about security and economic agreements with 
the autonomous territories since, at the end of the day, it is 
going to be a Palestinian-Jordanian confederation. As such, 
argued the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) chair- 
man, Jordanian-Palestinian relations go beyond signing “an- 
agreement here on an agreement there.” 


let me correct you Mr. IQainBan. We Jordanians do 
have genuine concerns, confederation or no confederation, 
five or 10 years from now or in the year 2050. 

In the security context, we are worried about the conces- 
sions the PLO may have to make to the Israelis regarding 
'entry and exit of Palestinlaiis from the autonomous Gaza Strip 
and Jericho as well as the rest of the occupied West Bank. 

Whether you see it or not, or choose not to see it, Mr. 
Arafat, the problem is dear: Jordan has to have some kind of 
arrangement under which it has a say in who goes and comes 
over &e bridges and other exit and entry points of its territory. 
Jordan simply cannot keep a corridor open from the airport to 
the entry/exit point and accept PLO a^urances of whatever 
kind that none of the people coming in or going out pose any 
security threat to the Kingdom. 

It is not as much as trust and confidence that figure in the 
Jordanian stand as its sovereign powers and rights to preempt 
any threats to its security and stability. 

Further down the line, the Jordanian position is: Jordan will 
not acc^ any agreement that derives from Israel-PLO 
negotiations in Egypt or anywhere else ifsuchanaocorddoes not 
contain satisfactory answers to the Kingdom's security and 
stability concerns. 

The flow of human traffic is only one element of Jordan's 
concerns, and there many otiier aspects whidi need to be 
addre^d and are address^ in a proposed draft agreement on 
security arrangements. 

Next comes economic cooperation, ft is surprising that Mr. 
Arafet again hid behind the confederation theory to put off the 
question of an agreement. 

Given his sin^e-handed tackling of billions of dollars 
(dinars, pounds, marks, schillings, croners, francs of whatev- 
er) over the decades, oiie would have thought Mr. Arafat had 
better economic acumen of the basics in monetary affairs to 
appreciate the genuine Jordanian concerns and the wisdom to 
see what is possible and what is not. (Here, I have heard critics 
reject such an assumption altogether, saying that if Mr. Arafat 
had been effident with the resources of the PLO, the 
organisation would not have found itself in the financial mess, 
arnf^al or not. that it is found in and which, according to 
most accounts, forced the chairman to accept the autonomy 
deal. But then, that is besides the point). 

Jordan has a genuine cause to seek a say in the monetary 
and banking afraiis of the occupied mrritones if only because 


around one third of its currency is in circulation among the 
Palestinians living there. 

The Kingdom cannot simply afford to let things take its 
course as far as the dinar is concerned within or without the 
context of Palestinian autonomy. 

Jordan has worked hard and Jordanians have paid^ dear 
sacrifices to regain the stability of the dinar from the slide of 
19^, and we are not about to let Mr. Arafat or anyone else 
undermine it. 

If indeed Mr. Arafat and his economic strategists have other 
ideas, like using an^ other currency in the occupied territories 
and setting up their own central tjank and monetaiy author- 
ities, Jordan has nc^ing to say about it. It will be an 
independent Palestinian decision which Jordan has pledged to 
respect and support. 

But then, Joraan has a right to demand that it be told about 
PLO plans in advance so that the Kingdom could adopt 
suitable measures to defend and protect its currency from 
abuse, whether across the river or anywhere else. 

Regardless of Mr. Arafat's arguments, Jordan's concerns 
over security and economic cooperation have little to do with 
any confederation, federation or any other form of future 
relationship between Jordan and the Palestinians. If anything, 
the same foture relationship could be undermined beyond 
repair if the PLO chairman does not take the Jordanian 
concerns into serious consideration. 

Despite its reservations, Jordan has thrown its weight 
behind the &pt. 13 Israel-PLO agreement. But such support 
should not mean Mr. Arafet or anyone else taking too many 
things for granted and undertaking measures that have serious 
beamg on the well-being of the Kingdom. 

I would not like to offer any advice or suggestions to Mr. 
Arafat or any of his aides who have been charting strategies 
for decades. They have their priorities and objectives and, I 
am sure, they are not finding themselves in too comfortable a 
situation either. 

But I would like to tell them only one thing: Things have 
reached the point of no return in the context of the peace 
process and it might a good idea to give up some of the old, 
useless strategies and brinksmanship and come forward with 
bold and innovative ideas that would protect the interest of 
both sides of the river. 

Otherwise, the price that both will have to pay will be too 
high. 


The Week in Print 


Debate in Parliament is proof of democracy; 
peace m region hinges on Israel’s withdrawal 


Reviewed by Elia NasraDah 


THE LOCAL press focussed 
attention in the pa^ week on 
tte debate in Pariiament os 
the vote of confidence m the 
govemmeot of Prime hfims- 
ter Abdul Salam Mmali, on 
the U.S. secretary of state's 
tour of tile Middle East, the 
situation in the occupied 
Arab lands and ^deiti^tic 
affairs." 

A colamaist in Al Dnstoiir 
said that the Pariiament 
members have played their 
role very weD m boktering 
democracy in Jordan ttrough 
their criticism of the govern- 
ment. It is true that many of 
us realised in advance that 
the govemment would win 
the vote of confidence, but 
what surprised us was the 
severe cntickm levefled at 
the government, said 
Mohammad Kawash. The de- 
bate, whidi lasted a few days, 
has truly bolstered the mean- 
ing and the practice of demo- 
crat in the country, he said. 

It is true that me debate 
was heated and the deputies 
criticised the government for 
not consulting them over the 
Teshuffie, but it is time now 
for serious action, in coop- 
eration with the government,, 
to serve the nation, said 
Tareq Masarweh. 

The writer, who writes in 
Al Ra'i daily, called on the 
deputies to concentrate on 
urgent issues related to fi- 
nance, eomomy and other 
matters of deq> concern to 
the public. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Sbaab daily said that he back- 
ed serious eriticign of the 
goveniment’s poH^ iwovided 
ff is based mi logic au aimed 
at the M g h cr 

nationu interests. 

■^ftlameh EkOUT Said rbat 
many of the dqraties who 
criticised tbe sovenunent ter 
a number of things would not 
have taken that paitioalar 
stand had the prime minister 

g 'ven them ministerial port- 
lUos. 

The writer said that pernle 
appreciate only those de- 
pnties who had exammed the 
government's policy state- 
ment and debated it with 
objectivity. He said that mo^ 
of tbe critidsn levelled at Dr. 
Majali was not objective and 
far horn bei^ honest. 

Discussing U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christ- 
o|riier*s in the Middle 

Ea^ Taher Al Udwan, a 
writer in Al Dnstour, said 
tiiat desirite obstacles in his 
path, tbe U.S. secretary's 
missi on is not a$ (fificuft at 
timt of his predeossor Henry 
Kksinger. This is because 
most of the complications 
have been ironed up and the 
nonnalisatioo of me Atab- 
Israeli relations is jgoing 
ahead on schedule, said the 
writer. 

Unlike tbe days of Mr. 
Kisaoger, the Ai^ are all 
for pearN> now and the two 
side are on speaking terms at 
the economic and political 
levels, he added. 


His views were countered 
by Salameh Ekour, a col- 
nnmist in Al Shaab, who said 
that the U.S. adminirtmHwi 
should reafise that the region 
win not taste real peace nriess 
Israel puRs oat its forces from 
an Arab territories occupied 
in war. 

The' writer . said that no 
matter how bard Mr. Christ- 
oplier attenqUs to adneve a 
settimneot, the region will 
never be at peace and no 
matter bow skillfiiily tbe 
Americans and the I^clis 
adc^ tbe carrot and stick 
apfuoadi, there can be no 
settiemeot because the Arabs 
are not ready to cede thmr 
lands as long as the exdiange 
of land for peace has not 
materialised. 

Al Dustoor daily said that 
there can -be no diance for 
any success of Mr. Christ- 
opher’s mission as loi^ as tiie 
Israelis are deteimined to 
abort it Nothing has been 
achieved from the U.S. 
secjetaiy’s tifo because of ^ 
Israeli mtrai^ence, and it 
riiould be emptoased tiiat 
any p rogre s s towards peace 
lies primarily with the Rabin 
government, said the paper. 


without signing documenk 
opening Ae road for a 
meaning ful cooperation witii 
Jordan. 

The writer said that 
althou^ the reasons for tiie 
detey aie stiU anknown Go the 
publK, one can onty wonder 
why the two sides have not 
yet reached a final formula 
that cOnld paye'thh-WstylBf U- 
fmitfo] iriationdiip and a 
bii^iter futnre for tiie two 
sid^. 

Disenssing the develop- 
mots in tbe occupied famds, 
■Mo hammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist in Al I>nstoar, ex- 
pressed belief tihat Mr. Rabin 
does not control matters re- 
garding the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces. 

The writer said that Mr. 
Rabin seems unable to start 
the pullout, in implementa- 
tion of the FLO-Iffael deal, 
and has been deltying all 
actions in tins tegara and to 
gain more time to subdue the 
mteraal opporitioD. 

He said that wfafle Mr. 
Ral^ is tryiim to do politics, 
the occupied &ids have been 
tiansfonned into bell, with 
the Jewish settlers provoking 
tiie Arabs and the clashes 



It said tiiat Mr. Rabin is 
procrastinating tbe question 
of tritiidxawal&om the Golan 
Heists and is delaying the 
inqu^entation of the Iwael- 
PLO deal, both of which are 
considered essential elements 
for a succes^nl settlement. 

Discussing the Jordan^ 

Pal * g ftnhiW fo Chart 

poGdes few futur e coMMra- 
tion, Suhan Al Hattab, a 
columnist in Al Ra'i daily, 
regretted that most of the 
meetings among the joint 
committees adiie^ very lit- 
tle so far. 

The writer said it was un- 
reasonable for the PLO to 
seek cooperation with the 
Israelis white i^oimg the 
need for bolstning Jorda- 
'nian-Palestinian ccxqieration 
in the economic and political 
-Gelds.- He said the techoica] 
diffiailties should by no 
means be allowed to hinder 
agreements on future coop- 
eration, nod^ that the delay 
to taking decinons was harm- 
ful to the fiituxe leiationshfp. 

Saleh Al QaHab, a ooi- 
nmnis t in Al Dustonr, ex- 
pressed disniay over Mr. Ara- 
fat’s departure firmn Amman 


between the two sides con- 
tininng unabated. 

Issa Shudbi, who writes is 
Al Dustour, sounded more 
(mtimkcic when he said that 
the tiiHfiMfai h— IfaiaBy emne 
out vktorlois. It is due to tbe 
intifada that the Palestinian 
efforts are being reaping fruit 
now with the of the 

date when the autonomy rule 
'is to be implemented, said 
Shueibi. 

The writer said that despite 
tbe obstacles, one can safely 
say that the inti^a has been 
crowned with success after six 
years of struggle. 

Pakhri Salw, a columnist 
in Al Dustour, said that the 
only rei>ly to the settlers' 
provocation, is escalation of 
the intifeda. The writer said 
that the settlers and the 
Israeli troops understrand tbe 
language or vfotefKe and war 
and would not accept tbe 
PLO-I$nel deal easite. 

The intifada should pr(^ 
vide backing for the Palesti- 
nian nego&tiors who are 
pressing for the imjdementa- 
tion 6f the Oslo deal, said the 
writer. 

Ahmad A! hfisleh, a writer 


in Al Ra’i, smd that the in- 
tifeda is entering its seventh 
year witii more strengih tiian 
ever before. The mtifeda 
should continue regardless of 
tiler Isracl-PLO and un- 
til the ind^odeot Palesti- 
iwfln state has been estab- 
lished with Jerusalem as its 
cs^taL' 

The writer said that tiiere is 
mgent n^ for the mtifeda 
as the Arabs witness Israel’s 
procrastinations regarding 
the ' implementation of the 
PLO-lsntel deal. 

Discussing the U.S.-J(wda- 
nian rdatioDs, Tareq Masar- 
weh said that Jordan is bo^ 
ing that its debt burden will 
be reduced, that inqu^ou of 
Aqaba-bound shipping will 
and chat U.S. wui help 
Jordan to get the proper 
funding for building the Al 
Wahd^ dam, on ^ Yar- 
monk River, to ensure furth- 
er amount of water for its 
agricultural production. The 
emumnist, who writes for Al 
Ra'i, said that while Jordan 
remains committed to the 
U.N.-uiposed sanctions on 
Iraq, it is being subjected to 
harassment in Aqaba at a 
time when the omer cmin- 
tries surrounding Iraq ate 
conducting normal trade rela- 
tiotus with that country. 

As long as tbe Americans- 
continue to remain hostile to 
Jordan, Jordanians continue 
to believe that Washfogton is 
not a friend of their conntiy, 
said tbe writer. 

His views were echoed by 
his colleague in Al Ra’i, 
Fahed Al Fanek, Mio ex- 
pressed hope tiiat the new 
American aofoassador, who 
is yet to come here, would 
be a true representative of 
tbe great American nation. 

He said he hoped that tiie 
new envoy would help build 
U.S.-Jorc^'an relations on 
mutual respect and common 
interests and would bufid 
bridges of friendtinp. 

what the new envoy can 
do as a start, said the writer, 
is to end the harassment of 
Jordan-bound tiiips because 
this is a hostile practice, 
harming the national eco- 
nonty. 

A ^est columnist in Sawt 
Al Shaab advocated the 
cause of Jordsnliui job seck- 
tts viho, he said, are finding 
strong competition for jobs 
from the guest workers. 

Samir Naifeh said that late- 
ly Jordanians have been com- 
plaining that they were either 
turned away from jobs, Much 
are subsequently offer^ to 
nonJftr rianigns or aie dismis- 
sed after working for some 
time because employers find 
non-Jordanians who can do 
the same job finr less |My. 

The wnter said that the 
employers ought to rilow 
more responsioflity towards 
their countnr and country- 
oiea and the job-seeken 
ought to accept jobs available 
in tte labour market and try 
to improve their condition 
throi^ tmrdwork. 


Hope of intervention 
turned to nightmare 
in Somalia 


By Aidan Hartley 
jReuier 

MOGADISHU — The mis- 
sion began with U.S. troops 
saving starving Somali children 
who bad been robbed of food 
by gangsters. 

It descended into a nigbt- 
mare as a warlord's mflitia 
challenged United Nations 
peacekeepers — and won.. 

News film of chanting 
crowds dragging U.S. corpses 
throu^ the streets and a cap- 
tured U.S. pilot staring in ter* 
ror brought home to the world 
how wrong it had Mne. 

A year after U7S. troops 
stormed the Mogad^u beach 
to launch a humanitarian op- 
eration, the famine is over m 
Somalia. 

But fee mission failed to 
break the power of clan mili- 
tias and the United Nations 
now accepts it lost its way 
when it sought a showdown 
with warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed. 

Time is nimiing out for 
Somalia again. Tbe world is 
growing reluctant to risk the 
Kves of peacekeepers and 
throw in money if an end to the 
political chaos cannot be 

• “It can either move forward 
into rebuiiding a civil society, 
or it can return to the quagmire 
of man-made strife and 
famine.” said a declaiadon af- 
ter a conference of Somalis and 
international donors in Addis 
Ababa on Dec. 1. 

By fee time outgoing Presi- 
dent George Bush ordered in 
U.S. troops last Dec. 9, an 
estimated 350,000 people had 
feed in a famine brought on by 
the clan warfare feat erupted 
after the overthrow of dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre in 
1991. 

The warlords' binge of ex- 
tortion and looting had strang- 
led humanitarian relief e^rts. 

“Open up fee roads and get 
food to fee people — feat 
rhetoric made sense at tbe 
time,” said Ian MacLeod, 
^kesman for the U.N. ^il- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF). 

In a country awash with 
weapons, it seemed dear feat 
disarming fee gunmen who 
cruised Mogadishu in “teehnic- 
al” battle wagons was also vital 
to rebuilding Somalia. 

Washington hesitated to aa 
until justliefore the U.S.-led 
task force handed over to a 
multinational U.N. army on 
May 4. 

At peace talks in Addis Aba- 
ba fee warlords agreed to form 
a transitional govemment and 
disband their forces. 

These goals were forgotten 
when the ambush killing of 24 
Pakistani soldiers plunged fee 
29,000’Strong U.bT array into 
an undeclared war against 
Gen. Aideed’s Habre Gedtr 
clan militia. 

Mr. Aideed. a S7-year-oid 
tenner general who played a 
prominent role in Sad Barre's 
o\’erthrow, felt the U.N. was 
robbing him of fee power he 
deserved. 

Outside regions he control- 
led in centra Somalia and 


south Mogadishu, factions wel- 
comed fee U.N. protection. 
But others began to see foreign 
troops as an occupation force. 

“we hoped fee soldiers were 
coming to feed us. Instead we 
have eaten bullets and 
bombs," said Musa Sheikh, a 
watchman at fee derelict Hawl- 
Wadag School in downtown 
Mogadishu. 

After fee U.N. called for tbe 
'Pakistanis' killers to be 
brought to justicCi U.S. 
^hsiups blasts a radio station 
from which Gen. Aideed 
broadcast hate messages 
against fee U.N. ammunioon 
dumps and other buildings 
connected to him were also hit. 

Jonathan Howe, fee retired 
U.S. admiral running fee U.N. 
operation, put up wild west- 
style poster offenng a $25,000 
rewara for Gen. Aideed's cap- 
ture. 

More than 70 U.N. soldiers 
from different contingents 
were shot d^d in battle or by 
snipers or blown up by mines 
in fee hunt for Gen. Aideed in 
south Mogadishu's warren of 
dusty streets. 

As many as 10,000 Somalis 
may have been killed or 
wounded in clashes with 
peacekeepers or in fighting be- 
tween militias, senior U.S. 
officials quoted by the New 
Yoric Times said. 

U.S. helicopters circled the 
city, often ralung the crowded 
streets with machineguns and 
smashing buildings wife anti- 
tank missiles as they chased 
Gen. Aideed's rag-tag militia. 

After one attack an angiy 
crowd turned on foreign news- 
men and killed four of them, 
three of whom worked for 
Reuters. 

Not even hospitals were im- 
mune from U.N. attacks. 

“If the U.N. is going lo be 
involved in such a military op- 
eration again, it’s got to be 
seen as spectacularly clean in 
human rights terms. And they 
certainly tailed on feat,” said 
Patrick Gilkcs, who is writing a 
human rights report on 
Somalia. 

“We got ourselves into a 
four-month guerrilla war with 
him. It got nasty and it didn't 
work,” said one U.S. offidal. 

Washington backed out of 
the mission to snatch Gen. 
Aideed after 18 U.S. soldiers 
were killed in a single battle on 
OcL 3 and a pilot from a 
downed helicopter was cap- 
tured. ' 

President Bill Clinton, re- 
sponding to outrage in the Un- 
ited States, sent an envoy to 
make peace with Gen. Aideed. 
The vralord announced a truce 
and freed fee ainnan and a 
Nigerian captive. 

A switch in U.N. policy fol- 
lowed and Geo. Aideed rrium- 

n emerged from hiding 
oih. 

UNICEFs McLeod points 
to achievemeoLs in humaniu- 
rian efforts over fee last 'year 
— thODsands of children now 
attend school, health has im- 
proved and refrigees are le- 
lurning. 

Food aid and commercial 
goods have flooded into Moga- 
dishu.. ^ 







By David Mills 

A SMALL storm has been- 
swirling — in the med'a, in 
academia, but mostly in the' 
frictionsJ world of ettmocentric 
politics — around the involve- 
ment of Jews in the African 
slave trade. It has been a tem- 
pest (rf hot rhetoric, factual 
confusion and mord recri- 
mination. It has revealed the 
willingness of some black pub- 
lic fioires — Louis Farrakhan 
and Leonard Jeffries in par- 
ticular — to use historical 
caricature as a blunt instru- 
ment in their political tettles 
with pr^ntday Jews. It has 
also revealed the historical 
•ignorance of some well-re- 
spect^ critics of black anti- 
semitism. The passions driving 
the debate on both sides have 
thwarted any calm understand- 
ing of the past. 

The controversy kicked up 
two years ago when Mr. Jef^ 
fries, an ^Aocentric frculty 
member at the City College of 
New York, mad^ a notorious 
speech in Albany, N.Y., cata- 
loging the supposed crimes of 
Jews against black people. One 
of the tbines he said was, 
“Everyone knows rich Jews 
helped finance the slave 
trade.*' Some commentators 
treated this not as demagogic 
simplification, but as a flat-out 
historical lie. 

In late 1991, Mr. Far- 
rakhan’s Nation of Idam pub- 
lished “The Secret Rela- 
tionship Between Blacks and 
Jews,” quoting from the exten- 
sive research of Jewish histo- 
rians to indict, in effect, to- 
day’s Jews for everything from 
the ownership of South Amer- 
ican sugar plantations three 
centuries ago to Jewi^ parti- 
cipation in the Confederate 
war effort. When a black pro- 
fessor at Wellesley College 
asrigned the book to his intro- 
ductory African-American his- - 
tory class, Jewish students pro- 
tested and four national Jewish 
recommended the pro- 
s Job status be revie\^. 
Both the Simon Wieseothal 
Centre and the Anti-Defama- 
tion Lea^e of B’nai B’rith 
have published rebuttals com- 
paring “The Secret Rela- 
tionship” to the most iofrmous 
works of antisemitic propagan- 
da in the 20tfa century. 

Some observers acknow- 
ledge that certain cooununities 
of Jews participated directly in 
black slavery — but in fru 
smaller numbers than nqn- 
Jews among the Portuguese, 
Dutch, English and French, 
than Arabs, or than Africans 
themselves. To focus on the 
role of Jews, they say, is gra- 
tuitous at b^, antisemitic at 


Half truths and history — the debate over Jews and the slave trade 


worst. But to a few critics, 
even mentioning Jews and the 
slave trade is hateful and bi- 
goted. Jews were not signifi- 
cantly involved, they claim — 
contrary to the scholarly re- 
cord, much of it compiled by 
historians who are Jewish. 

"There wouldn't have been 
any slave trade at all,” syndi- 
cated columnist Nat Hemoff 
told me, “if it had not been for 
the middlemen, the chiefr of 
certain African tribes, who had 
cwtured people from other 
tribes and enslaved them. It's 


At 
s. It's ir 


sold Africans, it’s important to 
know that.” It is indeed impor- 
tant to ui]derstand all aspects 
of the history of slavery. For 
African- American people 
seeking to understand their 
place ui the world, the history 
of Slavery is as important as 
history of the Holocaust for 
Jews. No element of a great 
tragedy is too small to be ex- 
plored, particularly if it has 
been generaUy ignored. 

Isn't it alro important. 1 
asked Hentoff, to know that 
Jews bought and sold AM- 
cans? 

"If it's indeed the case, of 
course,” Hentoff said, ack- 
nowledging that he is not a 
scholar on the subject. “If you 
can nail that down, of course it 
would be important to know 
that.” Most Americans, used 
to imagining slavery in terms of 
cotton fields and the Old 
South, don't realise that the 
transatlantic slave trade sent 
Africans primarily to south 
America and the i^ands of the 
West Indies. Accordine to one 
well-regt^ed census, 9.6 mil- 
lion Africans arrived alive in 
the so-called “New World” 
frvm the 16th century tiiraugh 
the 19th century. Of these, less 
than 5 per unt, 427,^, were 
.brought to what 'is now tfie 
Unitra States. Neariy 4 million 
went to Brazil, the largest sing- 
le devourer of African labour. 
There, the average life span of 
a slave was a few years. 

Most Americans don't real- 
ise either that the transatlantic 
slave trade was driven by the 
sugar trade. Sugar cane was a 
scarce medicinal plant in 
medieval Europe. But when 
white colonisers starred culti- 
vating sugar in the fertile tro- 
pics of the Americas, it rtqridly 
pecame a staple — and a great 
source of wealth for Europe’s 
shipping and trading powers. 
This New Wortd economy of 
sugar and slaves — of vast, 
labour-intensive plantations — 
began in earnest in Brazil dur- 
ing the ISOOs, according to 


historians. The involvement of 
Jews in black slavery began 
there also. 

The Portuguese were the 
first to colonise Brazil, and 
Sephardic Jews from Portugal 
were among these early set- 
tlers. “In its early years,” 
writes Seymour B. Liebman in 
“New world Jewry, 1493- 
1825," "Brazil was built by 
Negro slaves (400,000 between 
15*^ and 1670) and the acu- 
men, hard work and calculat- 
ing perseverance of the Jews.” 

Some background is essen- 
tial. The Sephardim — that is, 
the Jews of Spain and Portugal 
— had flourished for centunes 
in the Iberian peninsula. By 
1497, tiiey made im an esti- 
mated 20 per cent ofPortugars 
population of 1 million. But 
that year, the king of Portugal 
complied the Jews to converc 
to ^ristianity. (Spain had 
similarly forcM its Jews to 
convert or flee five years ear- 
. lier). While man^ Jews lef 
Portugal, others mdeed were 
baptised and became “New 
Christians.'* Despite the 
cbuTch’s persecution, some 
continued to practice Judaism 
in secret: they came to be 
known as “Marranos.'* 

New Christians were drawn 
to Brazil, in part because it was 
far from the seat of the Inquisi- 
tion, but also because the 
South American colony was a 
place where the Sephardim 
could apply their established 
expertise in trade and sugv 
cultivation. Soon a Sephardic 
community thrived in Brazil's 
pivotal port dty of Recife. 
When the Dutch — then uni- 
que in Europe for their reli- 
gious tolerance — took control 
of Brazil in 1630, the Marranos 
there were able to practice 
Judaism openly again. 

During this time in Brazil, 
Jews owned a small percentage 
of the sugar plantations but 
-were thepredominani retailers- 
of riaves in the colony, accord- 
ing to Arnold Wiznitzer's 
“Jews in Colonial Brazil.” The 
shipping of Africans to Brazil 
was monopolised by the Dutdi 
West India Comply, which 
sold them “at public auctions 
against cash payment,'' Mr. 
wiznizer writes. “Tbe buyers 
who appeared at the auctions 
were aJhnost always Jews.” 
Those brokers then sold slaves 
to plantation owners on credit. 
More than 23,000 Africans 
were shipped to Brazil be- 
tween 1656 to 1645, Mr. Wiz- 
mtzer-^ys, a p^,od>hen 
perhaps ball of the' 3,000 white 
civilians living there were 
Jews. 

In 1654. the Portuguese re- 
captured Brazil, chasing the 
Dutch and the Sephardim out 



— an event that would affect 
the destiny of Jews and Afri- 
cans in the New World. 

While many of Brazil's Jews 
headed for the freedom of the 
Netherlands, some Sepbar^c 
traders were “eager to remain 
in the West Indies,” according 
to a histore of colonial Jewry 

Jacob Rader Marcus, long- 
time director of the Art^can 
Jewish Archives. Some ‘^ed 
to French Martinique and 
Guadeloupe, others to Jamaica 
'and to English Barbados, 
where they f^hered the sugar 
industry and the Ne^o sta%‘e 
economy which it created.” 
Marcus writes. 

The Jewish refugees from 
Brazil, as Universiry of Kansas 
economic historian Richard B. 
Sheridan has pointed out,* 
“were masters of sugar tedi- 
nology and taught the En^h 
the art of sugar making.”^e 
sugar colonies of Barbados and 
Jamaica grew to become jewels 
of the British empire during 
the 1700s. An estimated l.T 
million Africans were shipped 
tq thescLislands over the entire 
course of the slave trade. 

The Jewish traders were not 
the main beneficiaries of this 
economic boom, however. 
One British historian notes: 
“Most Jews in Barbad<» and- 


Beetles do it better, say pesticide experts 


Chemical pesticides are effec- 
tive in protecting our fruit and 
vegetal^ crops, but an insect 
or a beetle can often do the job 
just as well and without risk to 
tte health of the farmer, the 
consumer or the soil. This was 
tte message from the First 
Regumal ^fninar on the Use 
of Pestiddes on Fruit and 
Vegetable Crops which was 
held in Amman in October. 

Ibe seminar was oj^ganised 
by the French Embassy m Am- 
man in cooperation with the 
Fruit Growers Association 
(Central Area) and the Mii^- 
try of Agriculture and with 
financial snpport from the 
European Oni^uDity. It rave 
xepxesentatives from ten Mid- 
dle Eastern countries and a- 
number of European tedmical 
expert a chance to share their 
eiq>mence of pesticide use and 
to discuss the gro win g range of 
bioloacal aitematives.. 

Fnut and vegetable produ^ 
tion in the Iffiddle cast is 
booming as modern tecfaniqi^ 
boost {noductioo and riang liv- 
standards boost deoiwd. 
Irc good news of more abra- 
dant and varied production 
must, however, be set against 
the health and environmental 
risks that come from the exces- 
sive or incorrect use of the 
chemkal pestiddes that are 
now routinely used in the 
greenhouse production of 
crops. 

Most Middle Eastom i^te- 
sentatives at Ae seminar iden- 
tified similar problems of a 
heavy use of pestiddes by far- 
mers u^o have little or no 
unde rstanding of the products 
they are uang. Because th^ 
do not understand bow to.Yic 
many of tiie pestiddes are they 
often frJl to wear proper pro- 
tective ctotiuBg and they use 
the nutiodals mcoirectly. 

A Jordanira study carried 
out by the Centre for Pestidde 
Formulation and Residue 
Analysis in:I991-92, shows that 
45 per cent ^ fanners ques- 
tioned did not see any danger 
in using as. many as three or 
more pestiddes together, 30 
per cent did not respect the 
recommended waiting period 
between die application of pes- 
ticides and the harvesting of 
the crop, and many di^sed of 
rawanted material by pouring 
it on the ground or burying it. 

In Lebanon and die West 
Bank, polUical factors make 


the situation even worse. 
Lebanon has experienced 17 
years of uncontrolled pestidde 
rapoTts and a complete abs- 
ence of any government ser- 
vice to inform formers on the 
correct use, storage or disposal 
of materials. Lebanese farmers 
are now routinely using subst- 
ances rriddi have long been 
banned elsewhere. 

In the West Bank, pestiddes 
warning on contamers are 
written in Hebrew not Arabic 
and there is neither an exten- 
sion service for farmers nor 
any laboratoiy facilities for 
testing pestidde residues. 

Not all the news at the semi- 
nar was gloomy. Widi support 
from the French NGO Comite 
Cathoiiqne Contre Faimet 
Pour Developpement (CCFD) 
and the EC, the Centre for 
Environment at Bir Zeit Uni- 
versity in Ramallah has carried 
out an education programme 
with Jordan Valley laimers 
whid produced cuts inpesti- 
dde use of op to 40-70 per 
cent. 

More good news came in 
papers given by the European 
esqierts at the seminar. Inese 
concentrated on the biological 
pest control and integrated 
pest management systems that 


are being develop^ as an 
alternative to chemical pesti- 
dd^. 

Biological pest control has 
actnaJiy been practiced for 
over 70 years and Jordan is 
among tte countries with a 
succetffiil experience of it, in 
t^ case with the use of p^ 
dators against mealey bug in- 
festations in the Jordra Val 
lemon groves. 

‘ ■ ■ iy De 

cent years as the oama^g ade 
effects of chemicals on both 
health and the environment 


^ey 


have become better known 
that the biological approach 
has been accepted as a main- 
stream alternative to che- 
micals. 

In an address to the confer- 
ence, EC ambassador in Am- 
man Renato Batti pointed out 
that the seminar provided pm- 
' tidpants with the opportunity 
to exchange riews on the issues 
involved and to begin tfiscus- 
sion on a regional solution to 
what is cleariy a aimmon re- 

g 'onal problem — Economic 
ommunicy Newsletter. 


Jamaica in the I8th century 
were small men. shopkeep- 
ers... The sugar trade Mcame 
increasingly concentrated in 
the lands of the sugar-planters' 
agents in London, a restricted 
and confined drde. (Jews) did 
not partidpate.” The role of 
Jewish traoers was apparently 
limited, during the early 1700s, 
to the sale of “great numbers 
of ‘refuse' Negroes (sickly 
slaves),” according to Stephen 
Alexander Fortune's “Mer- 
dfonfS and Jews':' The Stiul^e~ 
for British West Indian ^m- 
merce, 1650-1750.” These 
Africans, bought cheaply, 
were resold “at considerable 
profit” once healthy. 

The role of Jewish mer- 
chants in the slave economy of 
Martinique and Guadeloupe 
was eventually restricted as 
well. Initially, “the Sephardi 
emigres from Brazil... en- 
gage(d) both in plantation agri- 
culture and trade, exporting 
sugar and tobacco to Europe 
and importing slaves and 
doth,** according to history, 
“European Jewry in the Age of 
Mercantilism, 1550-1750.” The 
Catholic French, however, 
ordered the expulsion of all 
Jews from these islands in 
1685. thus virtually ending 
their role is the trade. 

The Jewish and Dutch re- 
fugees Grom BrazU also landed 
in Suriname in the late 17tb 
century, establishing it as a 
sugar colony. This small piece 
of South America, as Harvard 
Univerrity historian Eurane 
Genovese has noted, would be 
tile one and only place where 
Jews constituted a substantial 
planter class. Genovese cited 
one sdiolar's finding that 115 
of Suriname's 400 sugar estates 
in 1730 were owned by Jews. 

The island of Curasao, a 
pivotal Dutch distribution cen- 
tre off the coast of Venezuela, 
was the site of the largest Jew- 
ish settlement in the New 
Worid. The Sephardic com- 


ity there numbered almost 
D by the mid-lTOOs, consri- 


>r ships plying the 
i” — mclumng slave 


mumt 

2.000 

tutine about half of the white 
population. Curasao's Jews 
“prospered early tfarough ship>- 
ping and slave-trading,” writes 
David Lowenthal in “West In- 
dian Societies.” Issac. S. and 
Suzanne A. Emmanuel, histo- 
rians of Cura^oan Jewry, re- 
port that “almost every Jew 
bought from one to nine’slaves 
for his personal use or for 
eventual resale.*' Later, Cura- 
gacaD Jews became, 'as 
Stephen Fortune writes, “the 
predominant insurance under- 
writes for 
Caribbean* 
ships. 

Under the au^ces of the 
Dutch, Sephardic Jews alto 
had a direct hand in wholesale 
slaving. As Arnold Wiznitzer 
has pointed out, Jews in Am- 
sterdam owned as much as 10 

B :r cent of the stock in the 
utch West India Company, 
the great slave-shipping enter- 

S rise that helped launch the 
fetherlands to international 
commercial prominence during 
the 1600s. But the French and 
English monopoly trading 
companies, which eventually 
dominated the shipping of 
Africans to New world col- 
onies, excluded Jews from that 
level of the trade. 

The far-flung Sephardic 
“trade diaspora'^in the Carib- 
bean led ultimately to the 
founding of Jewish communi- 
ties in North America. Before 
the Revolutionary war, the' 
largest settlement of Jews in 


the colonies — perhaps as 
many as 1,000 by 1760 — was 
in the bustling port dty of 
Newport, R.l. Aaron Lopez 
formerly a Marrano in Portug- 
al, laid the first cornerstone of 
the Newport congregation's 
synagogue in 1759. Iihe build- 
ing IS now a historic site, the 
oldest synagogue in the United 
States). Lopez later became a 
shipper of legendary prosper- 
ity. Black slaves were among 
his cargoes, as his biographer. 
StanleyF. 'Chyet. hasTioied.- 

Gentiles, however, over- 
whelmingly controlled the slav- 
ing business in colonial Amer- 
ica. Rhode Island's Sephardic 
merchant-shippers were 
known mainly for their prom- 
inence in the business of selling, 
oil from sp^rm whales used in 
candtemaking. So the real his- 
tory of the partidpation of 
Jewish merchants in the slave 
trade is a lot more complex 
than Leonard Jeffries sug- 
gested with his line,” Everyone 
knows rich Jews helped finance 
the slave trade.” Mr. Jeffries is 
dearly misusing historical facts 
to serve bis animus against 
Jews today. 

At the same time, a number 
of Jeffries' harsh critics have 
assumed that Jews had nothing 
to do with black slavery, or 
next to nothing. They said so 
publicly, and without qualifica- 
tion, during the Jeffnes con- 
troversy. 

Jonathan Yardley wrote in. 
The Washington Post that Mr.' 
Jeffiles, on this point badf. 
“turned history upside down.” 




When asked him 
Jews did have in trafficking 
Africans, Yardlev didn’t know 
but said it would have been 
“relatively minor.” A. M. 
Rosenthal of the New York 
Times wrote that Mr. Jeffries 
“says in a public forum that the 
Sevk financed the slave trade. 
That is not quite the ^uivaient 
of (the accusation) Corist-kil- 
ler. but coming dose, make no 
mistake." 

The holes in the popular 
record have led to misunder- 
sian^ng. In a 1991 anide in 
the Jewish monthly Mid- 
stream, headlined “An Old/ 
New Libel; Jell's in the Slave 
Trade,” historian Saul Fried- 
man noted that “Jews are re- 
markably absent from major 
texts” on New World slavery 
and dted seven history books 
bv name. For Mr. Fnedman, 
tliis constitutes proof that the 
role of Jews was negligible.- 
Actually, he merely demons- 
trates the inadequades of such 
“major texts." It is necessary 
to consider this vacuum of* 
common knowledge when ana- 
lysing how some blacks are 
nylng to make political hay out 
of this complex histo^. It the 
popular record wereni incom- 
plete — that is, if eveiyone 
already knew that Sephardic 
merchants and planters had 
played a small but sienificam 
role in the New Wond slare 
trade — there would be no 
“secret” relationship for 
Leonard Jeffries and Louis. 
Farrakhan to exploit — The' 
Washington Post. , . . . 




FOR DISTINGUISHED PEOPLE 

TELEGRAPH BROS. CO. ANNOUNCES the GRAND OPENING 
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* FINE SWISS & BELGIAN CHOCOLATES AVAILABLE 

pmSSroClALiX- BIAS) CHOCOLATES 

* * VISIT US IN : 

SWEIFIYAH - ADEL HOJRAT Commercial Center 



Under the Patronage of 
H. R. K Princess Basma Bint Taiai 

Queen Alia Fund for Soda! Development 
invites You 

To The Opening of its Exhibition of 

Rugs & Ceramics 

Products Of income Generating Projects At Marriott Hotel 
Saturday 1 1th December 1993 4:30 p.m. 

The Exhibition continues through Tuesday 14th. 
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Bestours 


AMSTERDAM & LONDON 


JCMcui £ /feufflfean, VeuxUixm 

7 DAYS 

3 Nights in Amsterdam / 3 Nights in London 

For JOB 695 

Package Includes 

* JtomM trip ticket . . 

* 3 nights ttecomodaUm in a deluxe hotel 


( five stars ) AMSTERDAM 

*3 - ' 


nights accomodation in ( 4stars ) hotel 

LONDON. ^ 

Package coaid be combined wim normal travel 
or b^ailor made for your convenience . 

Bestours Tel : 669532 , 668608 , 602456 , 602457 , Fax : 682560 



JORDAN WELCOMES 

Mr. De Nolf and his ROULARTA media group partners 


Tlie most important media ^oup in Belgium 
arrived in Amman on Wednesday, Dec. 8, 
1993. 

Mr. De Nolf, is the president of this impor- 
tant media group and nas joined in the many 
activities that ROUI-ARTA had during their 
stay in Jordan. 

ROULARTA is a meciia group dealing with 
magazines for business, reti^ people, sports, 
economics, leisure and many more. Iliey are 
^SQ the owners of a commercial newspaper 
that enters every home in Belgium, mal^g 
Mr. De Nolf, who is also the president of a 
commercial television network, the “Mr. Max- 
well” of Belgium. 

Some of the activities that ROULARTA 
enjoyed in Jordan during their five day stay 
included a memorable dinner at the village of 


Kan 2^aman, visiting the rose red city of Petra 
and the Roman dty of Jerash, camping in ^e 
desert of Wadi Rum, dinner and a swim at the 
lowest spot on the face of the earth; the Dead 
Sea, and not to forget the ride on the old 
Hidjaz steam train. 

•Also, during their stay ROULARTA 
attended a lecture by Mr. Enk Van Vooren, a 
professor of marketing at the Vlerick School 
for Management. Hie title of the lecture was 
“The Magazine As A Tool in Direct Market- 
ing Media Mix.” Mr. Van Vooren is the 
Piesident/CEO of Montieux Symposium. 

Hie whole trip of Roulaita was perfectly 
organised and managed by Mr. Jo De Bock of 
Neckeimann travel company in Belgium who 
worked as a team with the Amman Marriott 
and Intemational Traders of Jordan. 
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U.N. urges West 
to open markets 
for East Europe 


L'.*; r 




geneva (AP) — Rich west- 
ern Europe is endangering 
market reforms in eastern 
Europe by buying onlv few 
imports from the former com- 
munist countries, according to 
a United Nations report. 

A widening gap between 
rich and poor in eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet 
Union has bred resentment 
^inst immigrants and minor- 
ities. creating a “dangerous 
situation*' prone to e.xpfosions 
of nationalism, said the report 
published Friday. 

Western European countries 
should join “as soon us possi- 
ble" in a free trade zone with 
former Soviet Bloc countries to 
help them become capitalist 
and blunt rising protectionism 
in the east, the annual surv'ey 
by the U.N. Economic Com- 
mission for Europe said. 

But it also pointed out why 
the idea may fail. 

Western Europe's econo- 
mies are expected to remain 
sluggish to stagnant next year, 
with average growth of 1 .0 per 
cent after an estimated 0.5 per 
cent shrinkage this year, the 
report said. 

By contrast. U.S. growth “is 
now' set for an increase of 
about 2.5 per cent" this year 
and could surge to 3 per cent 
next year, it said. 

Latest U.S. iij.ures “suggest 
that a rate of 2.5 per cent might 
now be regarded as a minimum 
growth rate for 1994. which 
could w'ell edoe up to three per 
cent." the ILN. said. 


In ea.stem Europe. Poland 
had made the clearest progress 
toward a stable mariUt eco- 
nomy. with ^wth “very like- 
ly" to continue in 1^, the 
report said. 

In the former Soviet Union, 
economic decline may have 
slowed slightly in 1993 but 
prospects for progress in Rus- 
sia next year remain uncertain, 
it said. 

The commission admitted 
that its 1990 call for massive 
Western aid to eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Union 
— akin to the U.S. Maish^l 
plan to rebuild western Europe 
after World War II — has 
failed. 

Instead, it urged the 12-na- 
tion European Cfommunity and 
seven smaller states grouped in 
the European Free Trade 
Association to set up. a fi%e 
market zone with the ex-com- 
munist countries. 

The report accused the EC 
of imposing new barriers to 
eastern European imports af- 
ter boosting hopes by signing 
so-called association agree- 
ments with Poland. Czechoslo- 
vakia and Hunrary by 1991. 

“This retreat mm liberalism 
has created considerable bit- 
terness in eastern Europe" and 
increased pressure in the for- 
mer communist countries to 
wall oif their economies, too. 
the report said. 

Anti-free trade sentiment in 
the east “threatens to overturn 
some of the progress made so 
far" in market r^orms. it said. 


Russian oil producers 
say ‘no money, no oil’ 


: 


MOSCOW (R) — RusNiim oil 
producers, unahlc to cover 
cusi> because consumers owe 
them a fortune, are cutting 
biick output and demanding 
swift action from the govern- 
ment to save the ke> exp^tn 
sector from collapse.' 

A chain id debt stretching 
fi\)m western Siberian welf- 
heads to Ukrainian povier sta- 
tions risks pulling the entire 
ec<)n«)m\ undu^and triggerinj:^ 
lndu.strial uiiKsi similar to tiiat' 
experienced h\ the aial Indus* 
try in recent weeks. 

'This wus the desperate pie- 
lure outlined to the giwern- 
nienl h> the fuel and energv 
miniscn* and ti'p producers. 

“Fuifure to take urgent .inu 
effective measures to correct 
the siiuatiun in the oil indusliv 
could lead to massive well 
stoppages and a worsening so- 
cial situation in (workers! col- 
lectives." an ofllcial back- 
ground document said. 

The diK'umeni. a copv ut 
which was made available u* 

• Reuters, said the crisi% was 
especially acute mvestent 
Siberia, which uccouni^ Im 
more than 7n per cent ot Rus- 
sia's iiil output. 

Producers have held l\ick 2o 


Real estate market takes dizzying drop 

Bank of Japan: Business confidence 
darkens as hopes of improvement fade 


million tonnes of crude output 
this year because of the numn- 
tain of debt owed by refineries. 
"On average, five or six 
thou.sund wells are obliged to 
stand idle every dav.*‘* the 
document said. 

RIA news ugenev' .reported 
Tuesday that one of Russia's 
hipest' producer associations. 
Nuhnevartovskncftuiuiz. had 
decided to halt drillinjii and 
well repairs and slgniticantlv^ 
cut output due to lack -of ca'sffH 
for sufun'es and other e.x- 
penses. 

It said the decision was 
taken by management of the 
company. which’pi\)duced ^1.5 
million tonnes (h50.0lHl barrels 
per day) of crude oil last \ear. 
Full salarie.s had not heen'paid 
for months and one in four 
workers were put on unpaid 
leave, it said. 

The fuel and energv ministrv 
has forecast this year's crude 
output at about .\5(| million 
tonnes (7.0 million b d). down 
form about -UM) million tonnes 
(S.t) million b.d) in P^^2. 

But January -Novemher out- 
put of .si l.u million tonnes (h.S 
million b.d( and the worsening 
finaneiai situation suggest even 
this forecast could nc opti- 
mistic. 


TOKYO (AFP) - Jaitanesc 
business confidence deterio- 
rated further in November 
with the outlitok for small etvm- 
panies expected to get even 
worse over the next three 
months, the Bank of Japan 
said in a quartcrlv rcpctri 
Friday. 

The central bank’s short- 
term survey of economic enter- 
prises found chat the deepen- 
ing pessimism, which defied 
expectations of a modest im- 
provement when the lust sur- 
vey wus curried out in August, 
was w'ide.spread. 

The gloomier outlook — 
which depressed Japanc>>e 
business confidence to vet 
another new IS-ycur low ’ — 
refleeted poor retail demand, 
persistently large inventories 
am<ins producers and renewed 
growth in stocks held by 

Wi'holcsalers. 

“As personal consumption 
and private investment remain 
sluggish in Japan, principal en- 
terprises judge that their busl- 
ness conditions are 
deterivvrating funher. both in 
the manufacturing and non- 
manufocturing .sector." the 
centra) bank said. 

“While hu.siness conditions 
in the aiming month are ex- 
pected to irnpnive. expecta- 
tions are somewhat niode.st 
aimpared to the pitst.'* the 
central bank pointed out. 

The survey found that large 
manufacturers and non-manu- 
fuciurers both e.xpected a slight 
improvement in the ouiliiok 
tor business amdiiions in aim- 
ing months, although not as 
much as they expected in the 
Auausi surv'ey. 

^ut the outlook for sm:dl 
enterprises in both sectors wus 
even Waker with- both manu- 
facturers and non-manufactur- 
ers bracing themselves fiir a 
further slide in confidence 
w'hen the next survev is carried 


out in -February. 

The late.sl survey found that 
sales estimates hud been re- 
vised down from the previous 
.survey, making the rate of de- 
cline 'steeper "than last vear's 
fall. 

•‘Profits were al»» revised 
downwards in i^ite of cuts in 
fixed costs stemming from 
corporate restructuring efforts. 
Consequently, profits are ex- 
pected to full ctinsiderably." 
the bank said, adding that hcith 
sales and profits would be ab- 
out us low in the second half as 
they were in the first. 

Fixed investment plans by 
large enterprises were also r<^ 
vised down fiirthcr. “reflecting 
rationalisation and cost-cutting 
owring to recent increases in 
excess production cupadty in 
addition to shrinking sales and*- 
profits. Thus, fix^ invest- 
ments are expened to decrease 
for the second consecutive 
year." 

The decline in confidence 
was more pronounced among 
,pnices.sing industries, espedal- 
‘)y companies involved in food 
and beverages, industrial 
machinery, shipbuilding and 
heav-y machinery, and preci- 
.sion machinen'.* 

Basic mutenals industries 
were less pessimistic, with 
sev-enil forecasting no change 
in their outlook and two sec- 
tors — pulp and paper com- 
p:inics and irvm and steel am- 
cerns — expecting a slight im- 
provement. 

The index for large com- 
panies. which had t^n ex- 
pected CO recover to minus 40 
points in November, is e.v-- 
pected to he minus 51 points in 
the next, survev. 

For large non-manufactur- 
ers. the index dropped from 
minus 41 points to minus 47 
points, reflecting declines in all 


industries except the retailing 
sector. The index was fore«>ha- 
dowed to improve to minus .i0 
points in the last survey and is 
now expected lo receiver to 
minus 41 points. 

Not so for smulicr com- 
panies. with a gloomier out- 
look in all sectors except che- 
micals. Small manufacturers 
saw their index fall from minus 
39 points to minus 45 points in 
the latest .survey instead of 
recovering to minus .*17 points. 
The cwillocik is for a further 
dedine to minus 48 points. 

‘ The real estate market in 
Japan has plummeted and 
landlords who once changed a 
Idng's ran.som for a flat or 
offfoe now hang “to let" signs 
on t.heir often luxurious pre- 
mises. 

In Tokyo's upmarket re- 
Mdenttal district Sendagavu. a 
15-unit building once filled 
vrith mainly European and 
American expatriates now has 
10 units empty. The situation is 
haidiy unique. 

A *I40-square-metre (1.51)0- 
square-foot) apartment in 
Tokvo that used to rent for ime 
million yuan (S9.200) a month 
four years ago can now be had 
for at lea.st 20 per cent less as 
supply outstrips demand. 

With the end of Japun'.s 
spectacular economic hull run. 
the price of real estate which 
hit record levels in 1991 is 
falling fu 2 ^. 

A report by the govern- 
ment's Land Development 
.Agency said prices in the year 
from July 1992 plunged most 
^arply in Tokyo and ‘Osaka — 
down about 12 per cent for 
residential land, and 21 per 
cent for aimmercial sites. 

The research institute of 
the Long Term Credit Bank 
of Japan estimates that the 
vaoincy rate for Tokyo office 
spa(% will reach 12 per cent or 
more in 1995. 


In Ginzii. the heart of Tokyo 
and home to luxurious shops, 
restaurants and some .3.0(K) 
bars and clubs, the real estate 
crisis is angering both owners 
and renters ol commercial 
property. 

"The market is in full dis- 
array. Nothing is selling and 
the percentu£e uf unpaid rant is 
25 per cent.*%uicl a representa- 
tive of the Hirayama Kikaku 
Companv. which, manage.^ 
several Ginza buildings. 

Set to benefit from the full in 
values are Japan’s workers, 
w'ho stand a better chance of 
being able to find homes after 
years of heated real estate spe- 
culation. 

In Tokyo, where 42 per cent 
of the eight million population 
own thefr own homes, aa'ord- 
ine to recent data, a whiie- 
collur worker needed IS years 
of salary to afford u 1.^0- 
squure-metre 1 1 .4()0-square- 
• fiioi) home on a 2.^i)-square- 
metre (2.475-square-footj plot, 
including bank loans. 

The steep drop in prices, and 
lower interest rates of 4.05 per 
cent offered by the Japan 
Housing Loan Corp.. a semi- 
»ovcrn’menta) agency that 
Fends to home buyers, has re- 
vived common people's hopes 
of finally being able to buy 
their own homes. 

In Tokyo, housing sales have 
risen seven per cent compared 
to a year ago. 

"We pafo .^5 million yen 
(S.324,(KA1) thi.s year to buy our 
70 square metre (750 square 
ifoot) apartment on the out- 
skirts of Tokyo." one woman 
said. 

“In 1990. the price would 
have been 50 million yen." she 
said. 

Her husband closed4he deal 
with a three pier cent. 25 year 
loan from his employer. 
Japanese electronics giant 
NEC. 


Cuban official says reforms must be orderly 


HAVANA (R) — A senior 
Cuban government official has 
said the island's economic re- 
form process must happen at 
an orderly pace to p.totect the 
population from., the (effects of 
shock changes. “ 

Carlos Lage. secretary of the 
council of ministers and a 
member of the ruling Com- 
munist Party's Politburo, also 
said political reform was not 
planned while Cuba dealt with 
the more pressing problem of 
pulling its economy out of 
crisis. 

Mr. Lage. speaking to a 
group of visiting European 
Parliament depun^. said au- 
thorities were aware that eco- 
nomic reforms undertaken so 
far were not sufficient. But 
Cuba sought to avoid a "de- 
sperate rush of decisions” 
iraicb could be counter-pro- 
ductive. 

“We have to keep on taking 
measures and we have ideas 
what measures to take and 


where they are leading us,” 
said Mr. l^ge, who is view^ 
as ±e architect of Cuba's re- 
forms. 

"We believe..., that it as se- 
rious to rush ahead .mdi mea- 
sures as it is not to take them... 
to take measures when the 
population is not ready to 
understand them and support 
them.” he pointed out. 

Mr. Lage said authorities 
were working on the next re- 
forms, which would aim to 
lighten the burden of the state 
by seeking participation of pri- 
vate capital in some industries 
and giving more autonomy to 
state enterprises. 

He gave no details of which 
industries could be open to 
private capital. Foreign capita] 
is already present in areas sudi 
as tourism, oil exploration and 
citrus cultivation. 

Mr. Lage also said Cuba 
planned in the next few months 
to clean up state finances and 


reduce the amount of excess 
pesos in circulation. 

Since a landmark speech by 
President I^del Castro in July, 
the government has legalised 
the possession and use of hand 
currency such as dollars, re- 
vamped the state farm svstem 
by creating a more auton- 
omous cooperative system and 
allowed private self employ- 
ment in a range of trades and 
services. 

But critics abroad have said 
the pace is too slow and too 
tirnid to save Cuba's oil-im- 
porting, sugar-exporting eco- 
nomy — battered by the loss of 
Its old trade and aid partner 
tiie Soviet Union. Imports 
have slumped and Cubans are 
su^ering serious shortages 
ran^ng from fuel and power to 
food Items and consumer 
goods. 

The European Parliament 
delegation, in Cuba on a four- 
day visit to assess prospects for 


closer ties between the Euro- 
pean Community and Cuba, 
pressed Mr. Lage on how for 
and how fast the changes could 
go and on whether Cuba plan- 
ned .ppliJiiaLirefonn. 

Mr. Lage said Cuba had a 
"complicated and difficult 
task'* to preserve the soda! 
^tem and maintain a planned 
economy and predominant 
state-ownership while seeking 
new markets, capital and tech- 
nology abroad. 

He said Cuba had to concen- 
trate on solving economic 
problems with economic re- 
medies. “Our problems are 
economic, they are not poli- 
tical.” 

Mr. Lage added Cuba's poli- 
tical system was not perfect but 
it was working on improving it. 
Cuba demanded ro be allowed 
to perfect its own system and 
to defend the rights of its 
citizens within a one-party sys- 
tem. Mr. Lage said. 


Peanuts 




ki ^ 


I WAS PASSINS 0Y THIS 
QUAINT JOINT. AND HEARD 
THETINKUN6 OF A PIANO.. 


PLAY “TIPPERARY'' FOR 
ME, SON ..I FEEL SORT OF 
DOWN T0NI6HT... 



V 


Andy Capp 



THE BEHER HALF, 


By Horris 



'I invented it! it's for people who feel 
they deserve a pat on the back!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAHE 
by HbFirl AmoW onb MIe ArgMon 


Unsciamble chese lour Jumbles, 
ora letter to eacn square, to lorm 
tour oidmary words. 


TOFU 





V 


Mutt^n’Jeff 




□ 

riLUQ 

1 

_n_ 

■> 



SHEFTTH 


1 — 1 

1 — 


J 

L 



BLAGOM 


□I 

-• > 


LsTsgrab 
(hat warin' 



hCW CAN A PISH 

la/OV TBCU0LE? 


Now arrange the oreicd letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon 


Answerhero: X X_)L3 'TS 




Yesterday's 


WffiNE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CANOPY MODISH 


Jumbles: HOIST 
Answer Whai tho bosetun hurler lutncd satesman 
delivorod - HlS "PITCH" 


UAE proposes 
ambitious water 
pipeline from Pakistan 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has proposed building a pipe- 
line to supply it wim water 
from Paki^n'^s Indus river in 
return for aid to Islamabad, a 
UAE minister was quoted as 
saying. 

Swedish and U.S. companies 
are conducting feasibili^ stu- 
dies on the project, which 
could cost up to $15 billion, 
Water and Electricity Minister 
Humaid A1 Oweis told the 
London-based A1 Wasat maga- 
zine. 

The under-water pipeline 
will extend from the Indian 
Ocean to the Gulf of Oman, 
where it will pump water at the 
UAE's eastern coast. 

“The water will be gathered 
at a large volcano, which is 
located in Dibba and has been 
donnant for a long time. Water 
wiU then be distributed to all 
areas in the country,” Sheikh 
Oweis said. "If it were found 
feasible by the U.S. and Swed- 
ish foms, I think it will be the 
best solution to our water 
problems.” 

The proposal came after 
Gulf states rejected a similar 
Turkish offer to carry water 
from its twin rivers Cey'han and 
Seyhan on the grounds it is 
ex^nsive and carries risks of 
disruption. 

Turkey paid $2 million on a 
feasibility study for the pro- 

t 'ect, dubbed the "peace pipe-; 
ine”. It made the propo^ in 
19^ and estimated its costs at 
around $21 biUion. But Gulf 
states said the costs had sharp- 
ly increased because of dollar 
fluctuation and inflation rates. 

“The Turkish project has 
been ruled out because its costs 
could reach $27 billion.”' 
Sheikh Oweis said. “We also 
want solutions that do not car- 
ry political pressure or sudden 


hurdles.' 

He said the pipeline 
Pakistan, propc^d by UAE 
President &yed Ibn Sultan A1 
Nahavan. would not be subject 
to political pressure. ^ m 

“we are not getting Pakistani 
ni water but the quantities 
which arc being wasted into 
the sea," he said. “So why 
does not Pakistan benefit from 
giving these quantities in re- 
turn for md and financing for 
laige farm projects." 

. Sheikh Oweis said he hoped 
tbe project's costs would not 
exceed S15 billion and there 
would be international guaran- 
tees to ensure water supplies. 

"I personally am entnnsia^ 
tic for the project because it is 
close to lo^c. Surely there will 
be international guarantees to 
protect it. We will not be sub- 
ject to blackmail since we will 
nave mutual interests with 
Pakistan, which is a friendly 
country,” he said. dt 

The UAE and other oil-rich 
Gulf states rely heavfiy on de- 
salination for -their water 
needs. 

The UAE is also planning to 
build Japanese-style under- 
ground water dams to meet 
growing fanning needs. Gov- ^ 
ernment experts from Tokyo-- 
virited Abu Dhabi this year . 
and assigned sites for the pro- 
ject. , ; 

Water consumption in the 
emirates is among the highest 
in -the. worid. at 100 gallons 
(380 litres) per day. given tbe 
hot weather, rapid population 
^wth and large expansions in 
me fanning and industrial sec- 
tors. 

More than 70 per cent of the 
demand is met through de- 
slination plants but officials be- 
lieve such plants are not feasirg^ 
ble in the long-run given the 
high costs of operation ' and ' 
maintenance. 


FORECACTTOR SATURDAY DECEMBER 11, 1993 

By Thomas 5. Person, Astrologer, Carrc^l Bighter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 


well aware of all tbe difiereot 
angles of a new project and just 
bow it is going to-impact with 
your closest associates and staff, 
lember, there are -apt to be 


but keep at doing'so and your 
efforts will eventually be re- 
warded. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You have some obliga- 
0005 that you can take care of 


which yt^ must cnfbis day that wfll ease some 

stn&. buidens for you and make possi- 

ARIES; (March 21 to ^ 

Take a good look at whatever SCORPIO: (October 23 to 

November 21) Yon God it diffi- 
cult to come to a real under- 
standing with a partner of fixed 
views but drop tbe seed of what 

S u want cayway and it helps 
er. 


good 

you own and think how it can be 
unmved or its value eohanced 
and arrange to make repairs on 
property where needed. 

TAURUS: -(April 20 to May 20) 
You find this is a good day to 
look at bow you can iacrease 
your charm as well as find ways 
to realise a greater amount of 
health radiance and vitality. 
GEMlNI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
time to get into those hundred 
and one chores that awah your 
attention and have not been 
fintsbed and thus, you dear deck 
for important onconnog activity. 

MOON CHODREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Dmsider early iriiat 
your personal desires are and 
then plan your hours and day so 

e co can do necessary worlc to 
ring them to yourself. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) 
Take time out today to get out in 
the world and compete whatever 
dvic, community or credit condi- 
tions whidi require your atten- 
tion. get dtem in back of yon. 
VIRGO: (An^t 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You can bave some 
delays come up where extending 
your interest over a wider space 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Be steadfast in 
sticldog to the days routines that 
are a part of your duties even- 
though they bore you and you 
want a change at this time. 

CAPMCORN: (December 22 to 
January 30) Take some time out 
to arrange entertainment matters 
or interests that take a while to 
effectuate and get congenial 
companions apjHOval for their 
part. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 lu 
February IP) Stubbornness at 
home either on part of family 
members or yourself could cause 
some lasting friction so try to 
avoid such conditions ai all cosl 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20)^ You can't seem to fmd the 
arudes or get to foe {daces you 
wish with ease today so plug 
along at your best and you 
accomplish more than 
realise. 


you 


THE Daily Crossword byRonaidc-Hirachhud h 


ACROSS 
1 Mettled 
S Teal for jf%. 
SFoolfess animai 
13 Succotash bean 
14CBPltBlO( 
western Samoa 

15 Run sway 

16 Landed 

17 Colossal 
iSGambBngplacas 

21 Totally 

22 Repeated 

23 0rsanle 
compound 

24 Appraaches 
26BearUka 
30 Wanderer 
33 Short iackets 

35 Put on 

36 Ludwig or 
JanrUngs 

37 Attorney general 
under Reagan 

38 Link 

as Mover's truGfe 
AOFseitons 

41 Men 

42 Beast 

44 Symbols of 
authority 
46 Pseudonym 
48 Harass 
52 Studio 
SS Jocasia's son 
56Tmy 

SBSnudI drinks 
59 in 
wonderland" 
60imtans 

61 Clinton's canal 

62 Dole 

63Uncorranon ■ 

64 Southern stats: 
abbr. 

DOWN 

1 Location 

2 Spring Dower 

3 Ranges sacs 
acountrywide 

5 Oriental terapie 

6Resorts 

7Ti"» 

8 Lisbon's nver 

9 Changes 
10 



eiSU Tnbum mmi SmwK. Me. 
*1 Wew* ho wwd 


11 Iridescent gem 

12 Gainsay 
15 Takes up 
18 Bring into 

harmony 
20 Requisite 
23 Respects 
25 Marsh graM 

27 Heathen deity 

28 but the 
brave,.." 

29 Means' juetifiers 
3Q Leningrad'e 

river 

31 Middle Bast 
sdtanate 

32 Short skirt 
34 Greek 

. peak 

37 Surroundings 

38 Baby’s bed 
eOBrtny 

4t Ant nrepu l ugi si 
Margaret 
43 Spite 
45 Feta or 
Parmeran 


PbzzIo SoivMl: 


nniRn nanmn ninnn 
nnnn nnnnn nrann 
fniGDu nnnnra nnnn 
□nnnnRon nnRnnn 
Rnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nun Qfincinnn 
cinan nnnn Bonon 
rann noonnnH nnn 
nraonn ciaaa nnnm 
nnmnnnn nna 
cinnnrinGnnninnn 
Hnrannn ranQOHnnn 
nrann annun nnnn 
nnan nnnsn nnnn 
Rnan BBHnn nnnn 


47 Pianist 
Rudnstain 

49 Steeple 

50 Blue flower 

51 Ruhr city 


52 First rrian 

53 Mah-jongg dace 

54 Send out 
S8Cofrqtieted 
57 Call — day 

















LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDW (R) — FoHowirig are the buying and seUing rates for 
'leading woild currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on die London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.3270/80 

Canadian dollar 


1.7000/10 

Deutschemarks 


1.903S/4S 

Dutch guilders 


1.4560n0 

Swiss francs 


35.56/60 

Belgian francs 


5.8205/55 

French francs 


1673.8/5.3 

Italian lire 


109.12/22 

Japanese yen 


8.2875^5 

Swedish crowns 


7.3950/50 

Norwegian crowns 

One sterling 
One oimR of gold 

6.6550/50 

$1.4950/60 

S3S2.I0QS3.60 

Danish crowns 


Oman considers opening 
stock market to foreigners 


MUSCAT. Oman (AP) — The 
Omani government is con- 
sidering opening its fledgling 
stock market to foreigners, the 
director general of the market 
has said. 

Mahmoud Bin Mohammad 
Al Jarwani said in an interview 
that the government was "very 
serious” about opening the 
market to direct ceiling on 
holdings. 

Gulf Cooperation Coundl 
'citizens have already been 
given access to the market, he 
noted. 

The GCC groups Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Oman in a l2-year-oId alliance 
that seeks to establish a com- 
mon market similar to the 
European Community. 

Mr. Jarwani said he shortly 
expected new regulation to 
permit other indirect foreign 
mvestraent into market srocKS 


through mutual funds. Foreign 
investors are already allowed 
to directly invest into new 
i&sues of mutual funds. 

The Muscat Securities Mar- 
ket as it is named was opened 
in May 1989, and its initial 
volume of dealings was 270 
million Omani riyak (S695 mil- 
lion). The current volume 
stands at one billion Omani 
riyals (S2.58 billion) with 40 
per cent in bonds, he said. 

"Next year 1 would expect 
the market will go up by be- 
tween 100- ISO niillion Omani 
riyals — 10 to 15 per cent,” 
Mr. Jarwani said. He has 
shifted his office into a new ?.5 
million Omani riyals (S9 mil- 
lion) exchange building pat- 
terned along the London Stock 
Exchange and due to be offi- 
cially opened on Dec. 27. 

Mr. Jarwani said the number 
of shareholders has risen from 
18.000 to 63.000 in less than 


five years. 

"I would expect the number 
of shareholders will go up at 
least 15 to 20 per cent everv 
year." he said. “I think there 's 
a bie potential for the market." 

He said the current number 
of shareholders was “too low" 
and represented oniv around 
three per cent of' Oman's 
population. 

Mr. Jarwani was satisfied 
with the swift uptake of shares 
in the Oman-Emirates Invest- 
ment (Holding) Co., the first 
joint venture to be fioaied in 
the nationals of the two coun- 
tries. 

He termed the response as 
"excellent." The company's 
capital is 30 million riyals 
('$^.4 million) of which each 
government put up 9 million 
riyals (S23.2 million) and the 
rest was divided into six million 
shares for offering in each 
country. 


Builders hand channel to operators 


FOLKESTONE, England (R) 
— Buildezs Friday handed the 
rhannel Ttmoel liokiiig ^tain 
to France over to its operatifig 
company, which haued the 
project as an outstanding con- 
tribution to the futore of 
Europe. 

Setitiog aside a long row over 
cost overruns, Eurotunnel 
took over Europe's biggest 
building project &om the 
Tlransmanche Link (TML) 
construction groom in a cere- 
mony at the British entrance to 
tiie tunnel in Folkestone. 

Hie tunnel, which will open 
to tbe public next May, is a 


year late and twice ovex budget 
but its operators p r eferred to 
highli g ht the positive aqiects of 
thejmject. 

'*Tliey will call h an immense 
actnevement and an outstand- 
ing contribution by piivaie en- 
terprise to the future of 
Europe.” Eurotunnel PLC 
Chairman Alastair Morton 
said, before going through tbe 
tunnel to hand over its k^ on 
the French side. 

Hie tunnel, consisting of two 
SO-kilometre rail shafts ai^ a 
smaller service and escape tun- 
nel, is tte first land link be- 
tween Britain and the Euro- 


pean continent since the chan- 
nel formed in the ice aee. 

Analysts say it will revmutio- 
nise cross-channel traffic even 
thon^ polls su gg est tbe inwilar 
British may the under- 
ground joun^ to France. 

TML, consisting of five Brit- 
ish and five French construc- 
tion giants, still has to settle a 
dispute with Eurotunnel re- 
garding £1 billion ($1.5 billioo) 
of cost overruns. 

These unforeseen costs 
caused much of the delay in tbe 
opening date, now plann^ for 
May 6, and helped double the 
totm to £10 billion. 


Yamani 
warns OPEC, 
consumers 
of pitfalls 
ahead 

PARIS (R) — Fonner Saudi 
Arabian oil minister Ahmad 
^ki S'amani has warned pro- 
ducers' group OPEC it could 
not ignore the market and 
cautioned consumers from tax- 
ing oil so much that they 
threaten future development 
of reserves. 

Sheikh Yamani. yaking at 
a conference organised by the 
French indusm- ministry- on 
the lessons of the 20 years since 
the 1973 oil shock, said the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) had 
recently shown that "vou can- 
not buck the market. ' 

Oil markets have been bat- 
tering an already weak crude 
oil price after O’PEC failed to 
cut output earlier this month, 
with prices coming down to 
about $13.50 a barrel from 20 a 
year-ago. 

“We are constantly re- 
minded that short term market 
considerations are negleaed at 
our peril." Sheikh Yamani 
said. 

"The push to increase mar- 
ket share can only be achieved 
at ihe expense' of weaker 
prices.” he added. 

However, consuming coun- 
tries mav cause long-term 
harm if they push ahead with 
enrironmen'tal policies aimed 
at taxing carbon-based fuels to 
limit . einironmental damage. 

Hef said such policies risked 
deterring producing countries 
from bnn^ng on stream new 
capacity which will be needed 
as oil demand rises. 


Lebanese parliament 
passes 1993 budget 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
parliament passed into law a 
1993 budget of 3.800 billion 
Lebanese liras (S2.2 billion) 
after a delay of nearly a year. 

Parliament approved the 
budget Thursday night in an 
ei|ht-hour session despite cri- 
ticism bv deputies of the gov- 
ernments financial and econo- 
mic policies. 

Several deputies accused the 
government of wasting money 
and said the budget lacked 
figures for expenditure on re- 
construaion plans. 

Minister of state for finance 
Fuad Siniora told parliament 
the year-aid government of 
Prime Minister Rafik Al 
Hariri was making spectacular 
progress in revenue collection 
ancTrevenues for the first 10 
months of 1993 were up 8b per 
cent on the same period of 
1992. 

Government spending for 
the same period was up 53 per 


cent, he said. 

The total expenditure tor 
1993 was put at 3,816 billion 
liras, up from lust year's a^al 
expenditure of 1,834 billion 
liras ($1 billion), with a deficit 
forecast of 50 per cent. 

The biggest single allocation 
went to defence. 476 billion 
liras ($275 million) or 12.5 per 
cent of the totai. 

Mr. Siniora told Reuters last 
week the increased re\’enue 
collection meant that he ex- 
pected the final 1993 budg^ 
deficit to be reduced to 40-42 
per cent of expenditure. 

The parliament has still to 
pass ihe 1994 budget of 4.1^ 
hillion Lebanese liras (S2.4 bil- 
lion). 

The parltumenr usually gas- 
ses the budget in the first 
month of the year but a gov- 
ernment change in October 
last year and a shift in econo- 
mic 'and financial policies de- 
layed it. 


Thomson-CSF launches 
Saudi gold offset 

DUBAI (R) — French defence firm Thomson-CSF and a group 
of Saudi investors have launched a new gold refinery company, 
the first project to be set up under "a Franco-Saudi o^t 
programme, the French company said. 

A Thomson spokesman told Reuters tnat the Dahah Company, 
incorporated in the Saudi city of Jeddah late Monday, has a 
capital of 43 million Saudi riyaLs ($11..5 million) and will begin 
building a gold refinery there ut the start of next year. 

Thomson is supplying 49 per cent of the cupiial'and Saudi 
investors 51 per cent. 

The cost ofbuilding the factory will be around IbO million riyals 
($43 million), the spokesman said, adding that it will produce 
about 80 tonnes of gold a year and shvMild be finished m 1995. 
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ALWAfS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PWOUNG. AR FREIGHI 
ramiWIDING. DOOR-10 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, R ESE RVATIOWSl 


AAIIN KAMARASONS 

:tel 604676 GQ4696 ^ 
P.O.BOK 7806 

AMMAN 



Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real 

Eettete 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 




fpEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUIHENPC CHMESE-CUISINE 
Elegahf 
Cokxiui 
Atmosphere^ 

Moderate 
Prices.- 

Shmeisanl' 

Teie6a2S0 
<^opendcJj^ 



/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongoliao Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Cfome and lasie our 
specialities 
Open daily 12:00 
p.m. 

6: JO - Midnight / 


IITflliillUfTlTlRlN 


SEIfCTHOm 



a Steady , we b^evdfl 



Veritehls Cuisine Franfeise 
Live Entertainment 


685746 

Shmessani 


T/ir Bfjf OrknlalFijod in Teowi 

THE 




- Chinese , Thai, Philllpino 
Indonisian & Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- PIve Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Muslc. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 


12:00-3:3Qpjn 



2 nd Circle. Jahal Amman 
OppaoTe French luaf 

Tel- 653482 


1C ^ « JT 



amII 

' 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from aH 0 ieat re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China, 
fkepsndbyoer 




CHINA 

HOUSE 
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open daily tor 
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TMc leiy MniBi 
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a Incfeoeial Rd. 
TSl 



Destauranl & Tapas 




■ffwt 


lebel Amman, 3rd cirde 
.. Tel. 61 5061 



DAA/ZAS 

INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERV/CES 

OFRCIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77R TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 




BZEEliWAN EARBEN5 
EHINESE RESTADRANT 

CUmn Foods 


TMm away is 

Sha At-Arab Straei 
Um UtfMinari Conmerdal Centre 

.iocc Tested Rhuegs Loved, 



The first i best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1 st Circle. JabalAmmen. near 
AhliyyahGi^^hoof 

Take awr^ is awaBeMe 

Open daily I2:00-.^:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel, 6389 f$ 


IHE 

AlliOSRHERE 

GREAT08S 


TUK OFTHETOMTH 
HSCOfflEQUE 

Open iteiRr Fieo LM P Jl to 3J0 AM 
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Daily Lunch 
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* -J: '383oie-]>jbndBiigL 
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.d^'un -Jordan SuiuTT-.„rl:;; HI.DG 

Tel: 824677 



Bastauranl 


Best Pizzas ft Sandwiches 



Soft ft AlcidioUc Drinks. 



I Special Executive Luncheon*- 

I Take away service 

avaiiaDie 

open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30^.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
' Ibwards 3rcl circle i 


659519 659520 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professiona] Q^ity in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop -your colour fihn at 
our shop and get:- 

* JVMBO pAote 

sdzo 30% larger 

* From moiarg^ 
menc 20 X 30 em 

Shmei&ani - 0pp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Tba Rnt Ctan Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitche n ette in every roonu.1 
- "Satellite T.V, Reception" 


DAItOTEL 

ikuqlils 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.0.B0X 9403 • Fax 602434 
Telex 23886 DAROTL JO 

ideal Rasidanca For 
Expatriatespnd 
DusfittMmart 


A^tmTont ^tft 
S^^irtisticJ^mBiance 
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"TTTTTTT7T7 " 
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Happy Hoiir 

At 

V ' 

I- mm i(i 'S' /j/ti. 
(>ttc drink J rise for 
€ach drink 

Couples Only 

call far r,' „ y 
Tcl 4(j 

ShiHcisan'iSexr lo 

Si^hs S.t>uncl 
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Yeltsin tells voters: My 

sonstitution or civil war 


MOSCOW (R) presidem 
Bons Yelt^sm threw his hill 
weight behind his draft new 
constitution, warning Russians 
that if they rejected it in a 
national vote Sundav the coun- 
tr\' could slide into' civil war 

In a television address to 
Russia s 107 million voters 
Mr. Yeltsin avoided taking 
sides between the parties com- 
peting in simultaneous par- 
liamentary polls, making it 
clear that approval of the con- 
stitution in the referendum was 
his key target. 

"It is your decision U 

Russia to be or not to be, the 
country we voted for in the 
presidential election and the 
April (1993) referendum. It is 
your decision — is there to be, 
or not to be. f>eace and calm in 
Russia." 

Mr. Yeltsin's priorities are 
clear. If the new national char- 
ter is approved, the parlia- 
ment's composition is not vital 
lo him. 

If it is rejected, he risks a 
repetition of the power strug- 
gle between president and par- 
liament that culminated in an 
armed revolt by his opponents 
which he crushed two months 
ago. at the cost of nearlv l.SO 

lives. 

"At the beginning of Octo- 
ber peace in our countrv was 
hanging by a thread. Civil war 
was not just knocking at the 
door, hut had alreadv entered 
our house. W'e had* to take 
e.ttraordinary measures to 
ward off this threat." Mr. Yelt- 
sin said. 

Mr. Yeltsin said that the 
threat of dvil war would persist 
as long as Russia still lacked a 
new basic law. 

“The new Russia is forced to 
live by an old law,'* he said, 
referring to the mudi-amended 
I97S Soviet-era constitution. 

In the broadcast, recorded 
before he left to visit Brussels, 
the 62-year-old president said 
tackling crime and corruption, 
restoring order and other poli- 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong Governor Coris Patten 
threw down the gauntlet to 
Quoa by pnbUshuu an elector- 
al reform bill Friday, part of 
his plans to bring greater 
democracy to the colony be- 
fore the 1997 handover. 

Hie bill, carried in the offi- 
cial government Gazette, con- 
tained only those elements of a 
wider reform p^kage which 
Mr. Patten considers the least 
contentious. But China, which 
accuses the British governor of 
sabotaging negotiations on 
Hong Itong's future, is ex- 
pected to react an^y. 

After 17 roan£ of talks 
stretchini over seven mtmths 
proved Witless, the Hong 
Kong government decided to 
Dress on regardless with die 
first stage of plans for greater 
democracy in 1994 ana 1995 
elections without Beijing's 
blesane. 

ratten, a former British 
cabinet minister whose style 
contrasts starkly with that of 
his Foreign Office predeces- 
sors, is expected to turn his 
attention to wide-rangiag poli- 
tical issues when bOl is 
wrapped up. 

The most thorny issue in any 
wider bill appears to be the 
so-called ‘'through train" 
under which members of Hoi^ 
Koim's legislature elected in 
1995would be allowed to serve 
out their terms past the 1997 
handover, government offidals 

bill to go before the 
Legislative Council (Legco) 
next Wednesday, its final ses- 
sion before the Christmas 
break, proposes cutting the 
voting age nom 21 to 18 and 
abolishing the colonial practice 
of appointing members to dis- 
trict and muoicipal councils in- 
stead of electing them. 

“Lowering tHe voting age 
will broaden the potential 
electorate from 3.7 million to 
3.9 million," a government 
spokesman said. 

lie bill seeks to establish a 
single-seat, single-vote system 
for the 20 out of ^ seats in 
Legco which are popolariy- 
d^ted and permit Hong Ko^ 
members of the Chinese 
National Peqsle's Congress to 
nm for Legro. 

At present, voters have two 
votes and gei^rai^cal 
constituenqr returns two mem- 
bers to Legco. 

‘The gazetting today of the 
‘non-ccotroversial' sections of 
the governor's political reform 
proposals will raise the temper- 
ature in the alrea^ heated 
argument with Beiji^,” the 
South China Morning Ifost said. 


tical goals would be impossible 
until a fresh basic law was in 
place. 

He acknowledged that the 
draft did not suit ev'eryone but 
said it wa.s impossible* to write 
an ideal constitution that 
would command unanimous 
support for all time. 

“Whatever the shortcoming 
of the new constitution, trie 
main thing is that it is a reliable 
mechanism for protecting Rus- 
sia and its citizens from the 
upheavals of October 1993. 

"Russia can no longer live 
according to a temporary 
scheme. At any moment it is 
threatened by a short dreuit or 
a fire. We do not have the right 
to risk this anv longer." he 
said. 


In a referendum in April this 
year, Mr. Yeltsin won 58.7 per 
cent support for his rule and S3 
per cent for his radical econo- 
mic reform polides. 

Mr. Yeltsin rejected the 
argument of some of his criti- 
cis. including leading election 
candidate Grigory Yavlinsky, 
that the new constitutio'n 
should have been left over for 
adoption by the new Federal 
Assembly, rather than by 
popular vote. 

He said the election cam- 
paign showed how hard it was 
for rival eJeciorai blocs to find 
a common language, and to 
what extent they were divided 
by mutual grievances and 
ambitions. 

Constitutional campaigning 
ended at midnight Fnday and 
electoral propaganda was to 
end 24 hours later. 

Reformist blocs manoeuvred 
for position Thursday. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Anatoly Chubais, a leading 
membe'r of the pre-election 
favourite Russia's Choice, told 
international observers he 
favoured a broad coalition. 

Mr. Chubais mentioned the 
other three reformist blocs, the 
S'abloko Partv of Economist 


Grigory Yavlinsky, Sergei 
Shakhrai's Party of Russian 
Unity and Accoiti (PRES) and 
St. Petersburg Mayor Anatoly 
Sobchak's Democratic Reform 
Movement. 

He put the chances of Rus- 
sia’s (Thoice. the only bloc to 
publicly describe itself as pro- 
presidential, at 20 to 35 per 
cent of the seats in the new 
lower house, the State Duma. 

Alexei Arbatov of Yabloko 
(Apple) said his party would 
join a coalition only if it were, 
necess^ in fiiture to keep' 
maverick nationalist Alexan- 
der ^irinovsky or the Com- 
munists from power. 

But he was decidedly cool 
about Russia's Choice, which 
is dominated by government 
ministers. 

Mr. Yeltsin made no apolo- 
gy for the strong presidential 
powers in his draft, which cri- 
tics say paves the way for dicta- 
torship. 

Referring toitiiat he called 
“spei^lations and inventions" 
he said he had never hidden his 
belief that Russia, as a huge 
state spanning Europe and 
Asia, needed a strong presi- 
dent. 

"A president elected by the 
*whole population, by all the 
peoples, the citizens of all its 
regions or, as they say in old 
Russia, of all its lan^ — is 
called on to embody all of 
Russia and be the main 
guarantor of its uni^ and carry 
the chief responsibility for the 
country. But for this he must 
have corresponding powers," 
the president declared. 

Turning to the parliamen- 
tary elections, Mr. Yeltsin cal- 
led oh voters to back those 
candidates who displayed a 
sense of responsibility rather 
than hatred or a desire for 
confrontation. 

"Vote for those who give 
priority to deeds rather than 
words and sweet promises," he 
said. 

Russia's chief reformist elec- 
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Gore trip to include nuclear issues 

WASHINGTON (R) The Russian ^enda of '^ce Presi- 
dent A1 Gore's fir^ extended foreign trip has been expanded 
to indnde nndear issues as well as joint space e3q>loration, 
U.S. officials said. Mr. Gere departs ^turday ^ an ei^t-day 


Qianoenor Helmut Kohl, takes Mr. Gore to Moscow Tuesday 
two days after Russian voters efect a new parliament and 
decide the fete of a proposed uuusUtutkHi mat would give 
broader powers to Ftesideiit Boris Yehsin. **We have no 
deare to become involved in anyone's domestic potitics,** said 
one senior admmistration official who briefed reporters on 
Mr. Gore's agenda.“Obviously, we don't letting people 
know where we stand, however." 

Rebels sentence Moldovan to death 

KISHINYOV, Moldova (R) — A Moldovan nationalist was 
sentenced to deatii by a court in the former S^et rq)ublic’s 
breakaw^ Dnestr region Thursday, brii^jng furious protests 
from botn the Moldovan and Romaman goveraments. The 
court in the rebel region's caintal Tiraspor sentenced etiinic 
Romanian Die Dascu to be shot and jailed five other 
defendants for terms ran^g from two to 15 years, with hard 
labour. They were all denied a right to app^. AD six were 
arrested in June 1992, when there was an upsurge of violence 
between Moldovan forces and the separatists, mostly ethnic 
Russians, who have declared a rqmblic. The court f^d them 
guil^ of “preparing and falfiUing terrorist acts and cmnpUdty 
to terrorism." The accused belonged to the Mokkrvan Po^ar 
Front Movement, wlndi advocates unification with nei^bour- 
bg Romaoia. The andience packuig the haD jninped to tfa^ 
and dieered when the Judge pronouncra to*, fiasco's 
deatii sentence, dianting: "Death to the Romanian terror- 
ists." "Down with communism,'' Mr. fiasco shouted 
waving a small Romam'an flag and maldim a victory sign from 
the metal cage on a podium where the defendants were held 
during the trial in a dnema. Moldovan President hGroea 
Snegur denoonced the verdict. 

Kazakh MPs approve presidential rule 

ALMA-ATA (AFP) — The parliament of Kazakhstan voted 
itself ont of existence Friday and granted Prudent Nursultan 
Nazarbayev temporary emetaency powm to save his embat- 
tled economic reioims in the Centi^ Arian republic. Lawmak- 
ers voted to dissolve the Soviet-era ie^ature and hold fresh 
Sections on Mbcb 7 to a new, smaller assembly after Mr. 
Nazrobwev diarged that the old-^uard pariiament was unable 
to pull the country out of economic crisis. The move came less 
than one month after the republic introduced its own national 
cuirei^ caDed the "tenga^ in a bold move that contrasted 
with its previous timid attempts at privatisation, inflation 
soared in Kazaldistan as a re^t of me introdnetion of tiie 
currency and living conditions deteriorated, prompting hun- 
dred of pensioners to st^ protests in the streets of tiie 
capital in the past week. "The situation in our society today is 
explosive. Anything can hapen," Mr. Nazarbayev warned in 
his app^ to deputies to adopt the resolution dissotving 
parli^ent. 

'Rights crises overwhelming U.N.' 

LONDON (R) — Human rights crises are overwhelming the 
resources of the United Nations, but it is stiD the only body 
aiming to represent aO petmle eimally, the head of Amnesty 
International said. "The United Nations is cjqrei^ to deal 
with crises that are beyond its resources and are h ^nnioj g to 
test its impartiality and credibility," Piene Sue said m a 
speech on me eve (rf the U.N.-sponsored International Human 
Rights Day. The secietary-general of the international human 


ri^ts groi^ said there was no urgent need for action. "We are 
in danger of being overwhelms by human ri^ts disasten 
unless urgent and effective action is taken," be said. Mr. Sane 
told an audience at the London Sdioo! Economics that 
human rights were being "rolled back” in every regioa of the 
world. Gwemments seemed unwilling or unable to stop the 
trend. “As we enter the 21st century, the challenge of 
protecting humanity and the enviromneDt has become a Sobal 
one. The problems transcend the nation state and so & the 
solutions.” fricFeasiog globalisation meant pet^le were going 
back to religion, race and tribe for identity, be said. 


toral bloc Friday artacked 
ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky as a threat to the 
existence of the country, ack- 
nowledeing him for the first 
time as a serious force in 
national politics. 

In a statement issued two 
days before elections to a 
parliament. Russia's Choice 
described Zhirinovsky, whose 
popularity appears to have 
grown with a powerful televi- 
sion campaign, as a de- 
magogue. 

"In the 1991 campaign (for 
the presidency) Vladimir Wol- 
fovich ^irinovsky seemed to 
all of us TO be ‘a political 
clown... No one could have 
conceived that in two years this 
circus, returned to our televi- 
sion screens, would look like a 
real threat to common sense." 
the statement said. 

"This is a threat to the exist- 
ence of the nation. 

"If it has all been a joke to 
you so far. then now it really is 
frightening." 

Mr. Zhirinovsky’s party 
seems set to clear the five per 
cent barrier necessary to enter 
the new State Duma at Dec. 12 
polls. Opinion polls in Russia 
are unrefiable. but some have 
shown his popularity growing 
towards 10 per cent and one 
puts it above that level. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky, 47, in his 
last television ^pearance be- 
fore the elections Thursday 
ni^t, called for harsh mea- 
sures to root out criminal gangs 
in Russia. “We need to set up 
field courts martial on the spot 
and shoot the leaders of these 
gangs," he said. 

He said he would restore 
Moscow's control of the for- 
mer Soviet republics which be 
regards as historically Russian 
land. Economic sanctions 
would bring the newly inde- 
pendent states to their knees. 

“Not one drop of blood will 
be spilt by Russian soldiers. 
They (the former republics) 
vrill 'ask to return," he said. 

Yeltsin 
backed by 
EC heads 
home 

BRUSSELS (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin re- 
turned to Moscow Friday after 
winning support from the 
European C^ommunity for hts 
leadership but with ms people 
poised to deliver the only ver- 
dia that counts — at the ballot 
box. 

The reformist president flew 
back from a three-day virit to 
Brussels with words of en- 
couragement ringing in his ears 
from EC leaders Jiead of Sun- 
day's crucial elections. 

Although Mr. Yeltsin in 
Brussels exuded confidence 
that he would win the "yes" 
vote he wants for bis draft 
constitution, a broadcast' 
appeal to his people back in 
Moscow suggest! be feared 
the vote was in the balance. 

Mr. Yeltsin left Brussels 
with a political declaratioo 
opening a new era in relations 
with tbe EC ^tiie bag. 

Addressing EC heads of 
state and government at a ban- 
quet on Thursday night, Mr. 
Yeltsin pledged that nis vast, 
unruly country would purge 
itself' of the vestiges of the 
Communist system to become 
a genuine partner in Europe's 
future. 



Endeavour releases repaired Hubble 


HOUSTON, Tesas — EDdeaToor*s spertaenbr 
repair mission in space came to a breathlaknig 
dose early mdaj witii tiw release of the Hobble 
space telescope into orbit and bopefoDy a more 
prodnetive fulor e. The $1.64ifflh» 
was given corrective mirrors, a new camera, 
compoters, gyroscopes and a host of other dectro- 
nie compooents dming five lengthy spacewalka 
that the National AeromuitiGS and Space Adminfs- 
tratloD (NASA) said went perfectly. Swiss astro- 
naut Cfende NicoDier, of tbe Eoropcan Space' 
Agency, nsed tbe shoe's robot aim to Bft the 


bos-tize telescope off its special pfatfonn ^ 
swing it over die cargo bay. At 5:26 aja. (IW o 
GMT) NkoOier released the telescop e wbkfa 
remahwd mooieiitarily pdsed over soodmestera 

Africa bdbre tbe Endeavoor drew awqy from it at 
a speed of30 cendmentres (one foot) per second. 

<*We have a good rdesse," said shuttle Comnan- 

dcr Dick Covqy, when tbe manocovFe was cai» 
ideted. The p hoto graph shows the reflecting w 
the newly solar panels of the Hnwy 

fafcsc^ as it sits hi the cargo by of the sfanttie 

(AFP lAoto) 


Bosnian talks to resume on Dec. 21 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Par- 
ties to tbe Bosnian war will 
meet a gain here on Dec. 21, 
John NfiOs, spokesman for the 
mtemationai conference on 
the former Yugoslavia 
announced Friday. 

Bosnia’s Muslim President 
Alija Izetbegovic, the leader of 
tbe Bosnian' Serbs Radovan 
Karadzic and the leader of the 
Bosnian Croats Mate Boban 
win attend, be said. 

Also joining the negotia- 
tions, due to last at least two 
days, will be Presidents Slobo- 
dan Milosevic of Serbia. 
^foInir Bulatovic of Mon- 
tenegro and Franjo Tudjman 
of Croatia. 

Tbe main obstacle to a peace 
a| 7 eement, involving the divi- 
sron of Bosnia-Hercegovina 
among the three ethnic groups, 
is foe absence of further ter- 
ritorial coocessioDs by foe Bos- 
nian Serbs to the Muslims. 

International negotiators 
David Owen and ^orvald 
Stoltenberg had Thursday cal- 
led off a plaimed meeting for 
Sunday in Greece between foe 
waning parties as discussions 
in Bel^de bad shown that 
lesumptioa of foe talks so soon 
had little chance of succeeding, 
Mr. NGUs said. 

The spokesman said howev- 
er there had been some “signs 


of progress" in talks the 
memaxoTs have been having 
with the different factions since 
the last Geneva meeting ended 
on Dec. 2. 

Mr. Milosevic and Mr. 
Karadzic, tione with the leader 
of foe self-prodaimed Bosnian 
Serb pariiament Momdlo Kra- 
jisnik, took' part in. the Bel- 
grade talks. 

Meanwhile, a Greek govern- 
ment spokesman said j^day 
that his country remained pre- 
pared to offer its good offices 
to foster peace talks. 

Evangelos Venizelos said 
the offer made to the interna- 
tional mediators remained 
open. 

Tbe 12 EC foreign ministeR 
who reconvened foe Geneva 
talks on Nov. 29 after a thiee- 
monfo break will not attend 
foe Dec. 21 meeting, Mr. MDls 
said. 

Meanwhile the United Na- 
tions said Friday it was halting 
all fnel delivenes to Bosnian 
Serbs until they started letting 
aid convoys through to Mus- 
lims. 

"We are stopping deliveries 
of fuel ... until such time as tiie 
situation is resolved," U.N. 
Protection Force CUNPRO- 
FOR) spokesman Col. Bill 
Aikman told a news briefing in 
Sarajevo. 


Col. Aikman said de^te 
numerous ameements — the 
last on Nov.^ — the Bosnian 
Serbs and foe Serbians in rump 
Yueoslavia were deliberate^ 
holding up U.N. aid convoys. 

"Games are being plajrM 
and thy are being i^yed 
foe Bosnian Serb army people 
and by the Serbs in the lormer 
Yngo^via," he said. 

Col. Aikman said the Bos- 
nian Serbs had promised to 
bold a meeting with UNPRO- 
FOR Friday to resolve prob- 
lems over the convoys but had 
canceDed it at the minute. 

"We have made a genuine 
effort to work with tbe Bosnian 
Serb army," he said. "We have 
' agreed to provide them with 
sopjriies so thy can maintam 
ma roads and get fiiel deliver- 
sies to their ho^tals." 

He itemised recent deliver- 
ies of fuel to Serb hospitals, 
indnding 20 tonnes to a hoq>it- 
al in Bijeljina in north Bosoia 
and 20 more tonnes to nearby 
Breko on Dec. 3, ^ Serbs 
were getting 30 per cent of all 
fuel delivenes to Bosnia. 

But convoys for the besieged 
Muslim caaxns of Gonade 
and Srebrenica in eastern Bos- 
nia and for Mariu and Tesanj 
in noithrceotnu Bosnia were 
still beiug delayed. 


Mandela, De Klerk get Nobel prize 


OSLO (R) —'Nelson Mandela 
and South President 

F.W. De Klerk vowed Friday 
to stqi up efforts to bury apar- 
theid when tbe two political 
foes coDected tbe 1993 Nobel 
Peace Prize jointly in Oslo's 
Ornate Hafi. 

"There is no room for com- 
placency. AD of us who believe 
m peace must redouble our 
efforts lo reassure our couirtiy- 
meu that their rights and secur- 
iw will be Bssaored," hfr. De 
Klerk said at the award cere- 
mony. 

‘T have no doubt that we will 
succeed." he aid, despite what 
be called a dangerous toad 
a^d, a democratic vote due 
on ApiD 27, 19W, ^ end 3^ 
years of white domination in 
^ofo Africa over tiie ouijority 
biack population. 

African National Congress 


(ANC) Presideut Mandela said 
foe vote "will mark a great step 
forward in histoiy and also 
serve as a common pledge to 
■fight racism wherever it occurs 
and whatever guise it 
assumes." 

"That tzhunpfa wiU bring to a 
dose a histoiy of 500 years of 
African colooisation that be- 
gan with the establishment of 
the Ptntuguese empire," be 
said. He said tbe prize was to 
encourage peace, not merely 
to commenci recondlliation so 
far. 

“We stand here today as 
notini^ more than a rmre- 
sentative of the anUions ofrmr 
people who dared to rise up 
agamst a social system whose 
very essence is war, violence, 
racism, yipression, repression 
and foe i mp ove ii shment of an 
entire people,” be said. 


Let a new aee dawn Mr. 
Mandela conduded his n>eecb 
to an autfience of several hun- 
dred, indudiog Norway's 
Hai^ and Noxwepan pcditic- 
al leaders, Mr. Mandela, 75, is 
tipped to oust Mr. De Klerk as 
South Africa's first democrati- 
cally elected imddcnt 
hv. Mandela urged Burma’s 
militaiy rulers to me the 1991 
laureate, opposition leader 
Aung San Sun Tbe ANC 
leader was himselijafled for 27 
years in Sooth Africa for 
oppoang apartiieid. 

Mr. Mandela said: "We 
appeal to tiiose who govern 
Burma that they relea» our 
fellow Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate, Aung San Suu Kyi, 
and engage her and those she 
represents in setious dialogDe, 
for foe benefit of aD the pe^e 
of Banna." 


More high-level N. Korean politicians dropped 

•mirvn i 'tv,... _e. j : r- ... 


I TOKYO (Agendes) — Two 
North Korean politicians who 
' .had been viewed abroad as 
op-and<ominfi leaders appear 
to have lost key ruling party 
posts, Korea watchers said' 
Friday. 

Radio monitors in Seoul and 
Tokw said broadcasts from 
Radio Pyongyang after 
Wednesday's Central Commit- 
tee session indicated Kim 
Yong-Sun and Kim Tal-Hyon 
had been removed as alternate 
members of the party's execu- 
tive politburo. 

As usual in the murky world 
of Korea-watching. analysts 
could only speculate on what 
foe moves might signify. 

It followed close on the heeb- 
of news that Kim Yong-Ju, 
younger brother of "ereai 
leader" Kim Il-Sung, had oeen 
abruptly restored to fiill polit- 
buro rank after an unexplained 
18-year absence from public 
life. 

Analysts said Kim Yong- 
Sun, leading foreign poUcy 
specialist within the Itorean 
workers' (Communist) Party, 
and Kim Tal-Hyon. removed 
earlier ihb week os deputy 
premier and state planning 
chief, appeared to have been 
held responsible for a year of 
diplomatic and economic disas- 
ters. 

Stalinist North Korea, 
already isolated diplomatically 


after t)ie demise of foe Soviet 
Bloc, looked even lonelier in 
1993 as its confrontation with 
foe international community 
over suspected nuclear 
weapons development 
worsened. 

Led by China, a number of 
countries with historically 
frwBdly ties to North Korea 
joined the chorus of voices 
trying to persuade the lead- 
e^ip to allay fears over its 
nuclear ambitions by permit- 
ting inspection of two suspect 
sites. 

On several’ occasions, in 
votes at the United Nations or 
at the International Atomic 
Energy Aeency (IAEA). 
Pyongyang louncf itself alone 
gainst the world. 

While the North angrily de- 
nies any wbh to acquire nuc- 
lear weapons in defiance of 
imeniational treaties, it says it 
will risk U.N. economic sanc- 
tions. even war. rather than 
allow access to the two secret 
military sites. 

A stark account of jusi how 
this deep isolation is hurting 
the Stalinist state appeared in 
the communique after 
Wednesday's paay plenary 
session.. 

■ The document said the na- 
tion was undergoing “a grave 
situation and grim trials'^ and 
partly blamed the collapse of 
iUi barter trade with the old 


Soviet Bloc, which meant it 
must pay out scarce foreign 
exchange for oil aad other vital 
Imports. 

In addition, it said, the eco- 
nomy was hard hit by the need 
■for increased military 
spending. 

"With the danger of a new 
war increasing on the Korean 
peninsula, we had to divert a 
big proportion of the economy 
to national defence in order to 
increase the defence capabili- 
ties of the country." foe lead- 
ership acknowledged. 

North Korea warned Friday 
that its dialogue with the Un- 
ited Slates cannot continue un- 
less the U.S. side accepts its 
proposal for partial inspections 
of nuclear sites. 

Since American officials 
have described the North Ko- 
rean proposal as unacceptable, 
the warning appears • to in- 
crea.se the likelihood of a 
breakdown in talks over North 
Korea's nuclear programme. 

According to David Kyd. 
spokesman for the IAEA in 
Vienna, the North Korean 
offer made in New York lust 
week would allow IAEA in- 
speaoni to change batteries 
and film in monitoring cameras 
at two key nuclear sites. But 
the inspectors could not check 
seals and monitoring sensors. 
Mr. Kyd said. 

A North Korean Foreign 


Ministry statement Thursday i 
described foe offers as "the*, 
largest concession on the part ' 
of (North Korea) at the pre- ! 
sent stage." 

If the United States refuses 
to accept the offer. North 
Korea “cannot but form the 
final judgment that the United 
States no longer has foe inten- 
tion to continue dialogue," it 
said. 

The statement was reported 
Friday by the official Korean 
Central News Agency, moni- 
tored in Tokyo. 

• The hardline position came 
after President Bill Ointon 
sounded a new note of pessim- 
ism Wednesday on the nuclear 
■stalemate. Mr. Clinton said he 
hop« the United Stales can 
avoid a “full-blown crisis." but 
was not sure it would be 
possible. 

The Foreign Ministry state- 
men! reiterated Nonh Korea's 
stand that it is willir^ lo aqree 
to “full inspection of ;he fadli- 
ties reported to the LAEA" as 
p^ of a “package solution" 
with the United States. 

Such a solution would in- 

dude a legally bindinu commit- 
ment by Washington not lo use 
nuclear w;eapons. against the 
North, suid Ho Jong. North 
Korea s deputy permanent 
representative to the United 
Nations, in an interview this 
week. 


Army shoplifter 
gets top-‘doIlar 
consultants’ Job 

WASHINGTON (AFP).— 
The Pentagon luti re-hind • 
civilian employee forced one 
for sboptiftiogi anti given him t 
I salary of $85,000 .annually- 
I John Shannon. 59^ was forora 

1 to rerign as acting army secret- 

I aiy after he was arresseti in 
: August anti ebar^ with sho-. 
Dlining a skirt' ^ Mouse 
^rth about $30 from 4 Fori 

I Mver post exchange in A^ng- 
ton, Virginia. He was rehoed 
' as a consultant last month to 
I survey Defence Department 
inventories and make redom- 
I mg pdgfi ons on what to tiiywc 
' oK s a*< i army lieuienaot Col- 
' onel Stephanie Hochne. He 
will earn $85,000 for a years' 

^ work- the spokeswoman said. 

' A retired ' colonel. Shannon 
was named army.under-acawt- 
ary in 1989 and became 
army secretary when President 
Bill Cinion toede office in 
1993. 

Nobody nose 
the trouble 
I’ve seen 

OTTAWA (R) — A man stuck 
his nose in somebody Oise's 
business in a seedy area of the 
dty and more thw half of it 
was bitten off. Canadian police 
said. The 30-year-old man 
tried to break up a fight in the 
early hours of the morning 
between a taxi driver and two 
passengers who fod oot puy a 
fare, said Staff Sogeste- Sue 
O'Sullivan of the Ottawa 
Police Service. "Aa a result of 
that fight, one of passen* 
gets bit a huge -TOrticTi foe 
victim's nose on." said 
O’Sullivan. The unidentinw 
victim underwent smgery in 
Ottawa Hours after the inci- 
dent to reattadi foe severed 
parts of the nose. 

Jackson talks 
onareturnto 
face the music 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Michael Jackson's lawyers 
have begun negotiations with 
prosecutors on the conditions 
for his return to the United 
i States, and one attorney said 
Thursday the pop star would 
be back in Los Angeles before 
: the end of the year. A kc 7 
sticking point was Jadcsoo’s 
concern authorities would 
force him to let them photo- 
graph his genitals to corrobo- 
rate descriptions of kfentiJ^iM. 
marks ffven by a 13-year-oa 
boy who has accused the sings 
of molesting him, KCBS-TV 
reported. Jackson is being tre- 
ats for addiction to pain-ld]^ 
ing drugs in Europe. He has 
denied any wioo^kang. 

British killer 
beast may be 
a leopard 

LONDON (R) — A British 
farmer claims she has solved 
the mystery of *^be Beast trf 
Bodmin .Moor"', which has kil- 
led farm anim^ and firi^t- 
' ened southwest England, ^er 
watching a video of a black, 

I long-tailed animal on BBC 
Television's Close Up prog- 
ramme, London Zoo expert 
Douglas Richardson said: "I 
would be willing to put a fiver 
on it being a leopard." Animal 
expe^ believe there are scores 
of big cats roaming remote 
parts of Britain. They are 
thought to be either escapees 
from zoos, or exotic pets 
dumped by people following 
the introduction of strict new 
regulations in 1976. 

Latoya Jackson 
says mom called 
Michael faggot" 

^WYORK(R)-Michad 
Jacksons sister Latoya said 
their mother was so upset ^ 
his relationships with young 
boys that she oranded him a 
'damned faggot” and the fami- 
ly paid money to the parents 
of young boys who visfted the 
pop superstar. Her comments, 
nia« in an interview with 
NBCs Today Show, marked 
My two of a super family feud 
Mgun when Latoya arrived in 
Israel Wednesday and said she 
relieved accusations that her 
brother had sexually molested 
young boys. Michael Jackson's 
miage as a moderu-day Ifeter 
Pan has disintegrated in recent 
weeks amid accusations that h« 
sexually molested a l3-year- 
old wlw is suing him in civil 
.court. Jackson is being treated 
m Europe for addiction to pain 
^i/1*”' denied the 

Jy d^ounced Latoya as a liar 
rot lawyers for the 13-ycar^ti 
boy said they wanted his 
«ii?pged sister to give a 

Checks to 
* parents, and she 
knows apparently that Michael 
abused otiicr children. 
That s very Significant." attor- 
ney Feldinan said on Los 
Angeles Television. 








enha gets off with 2 race suspended ban 


*AR1S (R) ■; — Fonner worid 
lotor lacang champion Ayrton 
eona ^ aS wiA a two-race 
uspenoed bm after admitting 
3 an ■ International Anto- 
{ 1 . ■ lobile Federation (HA) hear- 
ig that be had sttuck Irkh 
'Iqjiiver Eddie Imne. 

FIA P^dent Max Mosley, 

• • . anonncing die BrazQiaa For- 
. ' • / inia One driver's ban to a 

. ' . sws conference after a three- 

• out hearing, said Senna’s atti- 
ide before tife world council 

‘ id been **in]^)eccable.” 

j,Senna ai^tted to FlA be 
. ^ punched Irvine d uring an 
rgnment aftor the Japanese 
rand Ftix at Suznka on Oct. 
X, The MdLaren driver, who 
.on .the event, was an^ at 
le way the Iririiman had hin- 
sied him in the latter part of 
,e T^. 

. Mosley said Senna would 
ive his licence vritbdrawn for 
e first two Formula One 
tees of the 1994 season but 
at the ban was suspended for 
: months. 

*‘5enna recognised and 
onitted that he ud fah him,” 
osl^ said. ”He was honest 
d fair, responsible and 
MOnahle and we all felt great 
• Dpathy for him. 

^Dt what happened cannot 
VaSowed in me sport and 
oe had to be a fealty.” 
Mosley said tele^on film 
3wed Irvine hindored 
. :e leader Senna's attempts to 
f him -and an audio tape of 


the ^ post-race incident, re- 
60™®® by a journalist, had 
showed the Jordan driver was 
[ffovocative in the heated dis- 
cusskm. 

“Irvine’s attitude was ex- 
treme provocative and diffi- 
culty,*^ he said. “But Senna 
also opened disenssimis in a 
very heated way.” 

Eyewitnesses had said that, 
after a long argument, *Senna 
struck Indue with a left book 
to the face and him 

off the table he was sitting on. 

Irvine appeared b^re foe 
hearing but MosI^ he was 
foeie as a witness and fod not 
face any disciplinaiy action 
htinself. 

Senna has 30 days in wfakh 
to appeal uainst the ban but 
Mo^y saia be hoped Thnrs- 
day’s hearing would mar ie an 
end to an affair which ha« 
clouded the end of foe Formu- 
la One season. 

Mosley said lessons had 
been lemned from uhat hap* 
pened on the track and that m 
future stewards would be in- 
structed to' penalise drivers 
who hindred foe race leader 
from lisping them. 

It is not foe first time Senna 
has been in hot water with the 
qrort's authorities. 

In 1988 he was fined 
$100,000 for dangerous driving 
after an inddent involving 
France's Alain Frost, also at 
die Snzoka CSicnit. 


iangers ready to make 
rolac eat his words 


. .ASGOW, Scotland (AFF) 

. Dundee United mMapar 
' : m Goiac believes that 
mow Rangers* domination 
Scottish foot^ is over, bnt 
may have different ideas 
. ST his, ade’s dash with foe 
^ leaders Satorday. 

Ihe champions are two 
ots dear at the top of the 
nuer Division, unbeaten in 
- It mimes and won 3-1 at 
ited earlier in the season. 

Jut Goiac insisted: “They 

not contfarue to dominate 
SCOPE game foe way fo^ have. 

igeis reached their peak 
. -ViU;'.'.; season. Players are 

iiaps not as hungry and 
3T teaim are catching iq>.” 
ew forward Gordon Di^ 
be seeking his first borne 
! for the diampions fbUow- 
fads donUe at Motherwell 
week, wfade United are 
without goalkeqier Alan 
' . a dnO'tc»4^-bodc dmay. • 

, uadee boss Jim Dufiy has • 

ibly avoided snch oht- 
»n commeots as Golac’s 
<re his side's borne game 
. second-fdaced Celtic. 
ie basement dob have ool- 
ad just 11 points from 20' 
es and Celtic welcome 
, . ex-Scotland striker Char- 
ficbolas after a hamstring 

y. 

eanwtule, Aberdeen, who 
ped four points fnnn their 
atree games, try to return 


to form against Partick at Pft- 
todiie. 

Ga^ Smith should be back 
in defence after sn^nsion, 
while Duncan Shearer and 
Eoin Jess will be foe Dons’ 
latest strike force. 

Aberdeen bc« WiOie hfiller 
said: “We’ve ^ to start scor- 
ii^ more goals. We should be 
hitting foe target more often, 
and that's how the strikers win 
stay in the team and make my 
job easier.” 

MofoerweD’s chance to re- 
jmn Rangers at the top was 
“wafoed out Wednesday, but 
foe extra few days have 
Orris McCart and Dougie 
Amott recover from strains for 
foe game at ffibemian. 

The Edinburgh side coold 
have winger McAllister 
back -for foe first time in five 
weeks after a groin problem. 

.Raith, sharing second bot- 
'»>tom‘Spot--wifo $L ‘Johnstone, 
^ be without striker Peter 
Hetheiston for several months 
due to a stmnach muscle in- 
jury, but {dayer-manager Bm- 
my Nidtoll could be fit to 
retom at Kilmarnock. 

Saints, already without 
many long-term absentees, 
have farther problems for the 
home game agamst Heart Of 
Midlothian. Paul Cherry, 
Allan Moore, Ian Ferguson 
and Gunni Torfason are all 
donbtfnl. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
01993 TAum MMU SirriCM. IK 


WHERE’S THE RUFF? 


9t-West vulnerable. South 
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...fning lead: King of T’ 

*' in confronted with the obvi- 

t any phyers tail to ^ dee p er 
e positiaD and consider alter- 

t lines. That can prove 
■ive. , . ■ . . . . 

did wiw to avoid 
'jo tramp, where no more than 
. ricks were available and de- 
miriit eerily only seven 
. ' : the best defense. After 
announced a two-suiter, 

f spumed a heart cue-bid in 
f a club jump, since the hand 


offered slam possibilities. 

Against five dubs. West led the 
ifiwg of hearts. With two sure losers 
in the nugo' suits, the dismond suit 
would haw to be established with- 
out losing a trick, if five dubs were 
gning to succeed. Declarer took the 
ace of hearts, drew two rounds of 
tramps to discover the 3-1 break, 
then cashed the king and ace of 
rfiBTntwwte. A diamoiid was ruffed 
low in dummy, but East ove miffed 
for down one. Ruffing high would 
have been no better, since declarer 
needed a second (Umnond ruff to 
establish the suit. 

Unlucky— -not only did neither 
minor suit bre^ evenly, but it had 
to be East who was riiort in dia- 
monds and hrid the third tninqi for 
the game to fail. Yet five dubs 
Bho ^il d have been brought home, de- 
^te the lie of the cards! 

Tngt^d of going for the obvious 
Hiaiwwid ruffs in dummy, let's sup- 
pose that, after wiiming the ace of 
hearts, declarer were to cash the 
Mtig nnH ace of diamonds and lead 
^Tirrflw diamond. Instead of ruff- 
ing, however, declarer discards 
dununy’s remaining heart. Now 
nothing can stop dedarer from ruff- 
ing a with the king of 

trumps to set up the suit and ruffing 
the heart loser with a low trump, 
and the contract is no longer in 
jeopard>‘. 
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BraraBan Fomiiils One driver Ayrton Senna Thursday leaves 
foe Internationa] Automobile Fed^ation bearing in Paris (AFP 
photo) 

Fashanu faces F. A. inquiry 
over Mabbutt challenge 


LONDON (AFP) — Wimble- 
don striker John Fashanu has 
been ordered to explain the 
challenge which fractured the 
skull of Tottenham captain 
G^ Mabbutt before an En- 
^sh Football Association 
commissioD of inqui^. 

Fafoanu will sit down with 
Mabbutt and watdi a rideo of 
foe incident, in whid the for- 
mer England forward elbowed 
foe Spurs defender in foe face 
during a premiership match, 
before the FA decide whether 
to take further action. 

The ex-England centre-back 
came within a millim etre of 
losing the right in his right eye 
and Spurs manager Ossie 
Ardiles asked foe FA to in- 
vesti^te after match referee 
Keith Hackett failed to take 
any action. 

FA officials wrote to Fasha- 
.mi asking- for his commeots 
and in his reply he states: “It 
was a collate and genuine 
accident. There was no intent 
on my part to cause him any 
injury.” 

However, Tottenham's let- 
ter of complaint implied that 
Fashanu was in bre^ of the 
rule winch relates to conduct 
“considered to be ungentle- 
manly, insulting or improper 
.behaviour or likely to brmg the 
game into disrepute.” 

Ihe F.A. connrmed: “After 
reviewing foe coirespondence 
in our possasrion, it has been 
deddea to appoint a commis- 
sion of inqui^ before deciding 
whether there will be any 


charees preferred. 

“John Fashanu and Gary 
Mabbutt will be invited to 
attend together with two offi- 
cials from each club. 

“The match referee and 
linesman will also be in attend? 
ance, and a vidm film of the 
relevant incident will be 
shown.” 

Meanwhile, Hartlepool's 
players have b^n talkedout of 
going on strike by their union 
for Saturday's second division 
game with Brifoton, after their 
pay cheques bounced. 


Goalkeeper Tim Carter, foe 
Hartlepool Professional Foot- 
ballers' Association repre- 
sentative, said: “Ibe game will 
go on. We've taken union 
advice and will play. But we 
want a meeting with the chair- 
man as soon, as possible.” 
Earliet- Friday , the entire 
Hartlepool professional squad 
refused to train. 

Carter explained: “If we 
worked on a building site and 
weren’t prid, we would down 
tools and walks off. We're 
doing foe same now. This has 
happened once too often and 
the players are fed op. 

'^e have wives and chil- 
dren to look after and if we 
don’t get wages. We can't do 
foat. It’s up to the club.” 
Hartlepool are in financial 
trouble and due in foe high 
court here next month to fece a 
winding up order brought by 
the Inland Revenue for 
£98,000 in unpaid tax. 


A1 Dalai Establishment 

Offers the l^est and widest assortment of perfumes 
and embroidery. 

There is no need to look for the best and most 
compe^ive prices in Jordan. 

Our address: Al Dalai Establishment^ 
Forte Grand Hotel 


FIRE WOOD FOR SALE 

Available now: Rre wood of very good kinds; oar-olive. 
High quality, competitive prices. For orders call: 

840829, Al Hussein Medical City Str. Opposite 
Elba House Al Jammaly Stores. 


Two brand new encyclopedias as follows: 

1 . Encyclopedia Britannica, extended version. 1987 
edition, 32 volumes. 

2. Encyclopedia Britannica, 1987 edition, 29 volumes. 

Please contact: 

^rah Bookshop • Amman - Shmeisani 
Tel.: 661036 
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Stich beats Steven, Edberg 
ousts Ferreira in Grand Slam Cup 


MUNICH (API ^ Brett 
Stevea took the biggest 
paycheck of his career and 
went home. Miduel Stidi took 
foe money and the victory. 

Stich, foe defending cham- 
pion, came from behiiia Thurs- 
day to beat Steven 5-7, 6-4, 6-4 
in foe quarterfinals of the 
Grand Slmn Cup. 

Stefan Edb^, foe No. 2 
seed, also reachra foe semifin- 
als, beating Wayne Ferreira 
6-7 (5-7), 6-1, 6^. Edberg nev- 
er went past foe first round in 
two previous Grand Slam Cup 


Stich, No. 2 in foe world and 
ainung for a rare and rifo 
triple, broke Steven in foe 
game of the first set to gain foe 


decisive edge. 

Steven, 24, only gained a 
place in foe 16-man draw when 
Ridiard Krajicek dropped out 
because of an iniuiy. 

Ranked 43rd m the world 
and a quarterfinalist at foe 
Australian Open, Steven has 


never won a touniamem, but 
hu eanungs improved dramati- 
calW here- 

By reaching foel quarterfin- 
als, the New ^alao^ picked 
up $262400 and nearly dou- 
bled bis 1993 earnings. His 
total career earnings had been 
$438,497, $102,140 in 1992. 

His biggest previous payday 
had been S3S,()00. 

“The whole money — it is 
hard to understand what it all 
means,” Steven said. “Most of 
foe other guys in this tourna- 
ment have enough money to 
last them for the rest of their 
lives. 

“For me it's frmtastic that it 
enables me to have a choice 
once I finish playing tennis of 
what 1 am going to. 1 am going 
to save it,” Steven said. 

“I am thankful that I got in 
and took the opportunitv that 
was presented,” he said. “I lost 
to the better player on the 
day.” 

Stich did quite hmidsomely 


- himself. 

for reaching the semifinals, 
Stich collected $431,250. Not 
bad for three hours of work 
spread over two days. 

Ibe German pickra S2 mil- 
lion* for his victory here last 
year and Ms total urand Slam 
Cup earnings now stand at 
$2,881,250. 

The S6 million Grand Sfam 
Cup is the richest tournament 
in the world and invites 16 
players with foe best record 
over the four Grand Slam 
tournaments of the year — the 
Australian, French and U.S. 
Opens and Britain’s Wimb- 
ledon. 

The players are seeded 
according to their Grand Slam 
performances. 

Steven was relaxing in Ber- 
muda last week, doing some 
off-season fitness work, when 
he was summoned to Munich. 

But he upset Cedric Pioline 
in foe first round mid gave 


Stich a diffieult time before 
bowing out to the hottest play- 
er on the cireuit. 

He broka Stich to win the 
first set aiuj foug*.it back from a 

1- 5 deficit ii 2 th>j second, saviim 
two set pOuiCS before Stiefi 
served out fog set. 

But OQce Slidi broke to lead 
I'd in the tMid, the Gennm 

cruised hoig$ and finished with 
14 aces, to Steven’s three. 

Stich, the fifth seed, won the 
ATP Tour World Cham- 
pionship in Frankfurt in 
November and led Germany to 
a Davis Cup Final victory over 
Australia last weekend in 
Duesseldorf. 

He's already earned nearly 
$2 million within the last 
month, not counting this 
event. 

Ferreira saved three set 
points in foe tiebreak to go one 
set up. But Edberg broke for a 

2- 1. l»d and swept the nest 10 
games. 


Santana in pursuit of 
cup and new job in Tokyo 


Zamalek win African 
Champions Cup 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Tele 
Santana has come to Tokyo 
not just to watd) bis Sao Paulo 
ride defend the Intercon- 
tinental Cup against AC kffian 
but also to sound out bis own 
possible future as Japanese 
coach. 

Since he arrived in Japan for 
Sunday’s match, the 62-year- 
old Santana has said he is 
interested in taldng the job ^ 
Japan’s head coafo when his 
contract with foe Brazilian club 
finishes soon — but only if foe 
money is right. 

“I don't see any problems 
for signing a contract when I 
come free next month,” Santa- 
na told the Japanese media. “I 
would like to nave go^ condi- 
tions if I take it.” 

Tabloid newspapers here 
have speculated foat Swtana, 
who managed BrazD’s national 
side before going to Sao Paulo, 
wants over U.^inilhoii a year 
to take over from Dutchman 
Hans Ooft who stepped down 
after Japan failed to qualify for - 
foe 1994 World Cup finate. 

A spokesman for the Japan 
Soccer Federation acknow- 
ledged foat Santana was one of 
several candidates for the job 
and said foe federation mi^t 
talk to him after Sunday’s 
match. 

All foe speculation about 
Santana has rather oversha- 
dowed Ms players' purpose — 
CO bold in to foe cnj> they won 
last year by beaong Spain's 
Barcelona 2-1. 

On the pitch, Santana’s big- 
gest headache has been finding 
someone to fill the midfield 
role whirii once belonged to 
pintado, now with Mexican 
club Cruz Azul. 


Despite also losing Rai, who 
scored in last year's Intercon- 
tinental Cup, tO Paris St Ger- 
main, Sao Paulo last month 
won foe South American Su- 
percup and became foe fii^ 
club to win the supercup and 
foe Libertadores in foe same 
year. 

Ac Milan, the intercon- 
tinental winners in 1989 and 
1990, are trying to shrug off foe 
feeling that they are put their 
peak, despite reclaiming the 
top in the Italian League be- 
fore depa^ng for Japan. 

The Italians have come here 
this year as replacements for 
Marseille, after the Frendr 
club, who beat Milan in foe 
European Cup final, were im- 
irficated in a bribery' scandal. 

Sao Paulo have no doubts 
about beating AC Milan 

“We have already played 95 
matches this season. You know 
how bard it has been.” Santana 
said. 

“We have been through it all 
and will be foe world's number 
one for foe second year in a 
row." 

However, there was similar 
fighting talk from Fabio Capel- 
lo as foe Italians prepared for 
their third cup appearance. 

“We are not going to wait 
...for counter-attack chances." 
Capello warned. “We will be 
playing agMCSsively.” 

A member of the original 
Marseille squad who beat 
Milan to win foe European 
Cop trophy, defensive miOTel- 
der Marcel Desailly, is set to 
play for Milan here Sonday. 

The 25-year-old Gfaana-boni 
French international moved 
from Mai^ille to Italy last 
month for $7 million. 


TO LET 

FURNISHED AFARTIUIENT 

2 bedrooms, 2 batiirooms tourfo floor, private central heating, 
with elevator. LocMion: Shmeisani area. 

For more information: Contact Mr. Nasri at 
tel. 691131 7 a.m.-4 p.m. after 4:G0 p.m. at tel. 689626 


FURNBSHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

One bedroom, one dining and sitting room, 
complete Kitchen and bathroom, with central 
heating, colour T.V. separate telephone and 
washing machine. Near ARAMEX. 

For further details, please call tel. 680131 


NElll VEflR 


JOIN SJfFO travel & tours 

TO WAD! RUM 
TO SPEND AN 
EXOTIC BEDUINE NIGHT 
ONLY 65 J . D . 

FULL PROGRAM JUST 
CALL US 
691768 


CAIRO (AP) — A sudden- 
death goal ^ defender Ashraf 
Youssef Friday gave Egypt's 
Zamalek a 7-5 shootout viaoiy 
over Ashanti Kotoko of Ghana 
and African soccer’s 1993 
Champions Cup. 

The victory before 100,000 
boisterous fans, after a 0-0 
draw in regulation time, gave 
Egypt both major African club 
titles this year. On a penalty 
goal, Zamalek’s bitter rivri 
.Ahli took foe Qip Winner's 
Cup last Friday wim a 1-0 win 
over Africa Sport of Ivory 
Coast. 

A shootout was necessary 
because foe first-round match 
in Ghana also ended in a goal- 
less draw, leaving Zamalek 
without an away-goal advan- 
tage. 

Both teams had two of their 


originnl five shootout tries 
blocked. On the seventh, 
Kotoko goalie Antonio Man- 
seh knocked away midfielder 
Ismail Yous.«:ers soft attempt, 
giving Kotoko's Dooah Noah a 
chance to win the game and foe 
cup. But his shot skittered to 
the left of the goal. 

Zamalek’s Ashraf Youssef 
then laid foe ball past Manseh 
'imo foe right rear of the net. 
Zamalek goalkeeper Nader Al 
Sayed stopped the tying shot 
1^ Kotoro s Said Youssef to 
save foe victory. 

The Egyptians dominated 
during the ume, keeping foe 
action mainly in Kotoko terri- 
tory, but they repeatedly mis- 
rint; close-in chances. 

Kotoko’s Ouli R ahman drew 
a red card midway through foe 
second half for a rough tackle. 


Jansen vows to go for 
gold in Lillehammer 


MILWAUKEE (AP) — Dan 
Jansen alerted foe s|xed skat- 
ing world with a record per- 
formance last weekend. Now 
he's sounding a wannag for 
those who would try to deny 
him Olympic Gold. 

“I’m going there to win, and 
I’m not afraid to say it.” Jan- 
sen said Thursday. “I’m going 
there to do my job. and my 
best is foe festest.” 

Jansen set himself up as foe 
fevouriie in foe 500 metres Iw 
twice cracking foe magical 3o- 
second barrier last weekend at 
foe Olympic venue in Hamar, 


Norway. He owns foe three 
festest times in history, led by 
the astonishing 35.92-second 
performance last Saturday. 

“To look up and see 55 (on 
clock) 'H'as something 1 bad 
foeamed about for a long 
time,” said Jansen, whose pre- 
vious world record was a full 
tenth of a second slower than 
foe new mark. 

“He knows he can go a lot 
fester.” said Janson's coadi, 
Peter Mueller. “Ther's a lot 
more in there — we’re saying it 
for Feb . 14.” 



The British Council 
GCE 


•oo«oo» 

ooooooo 

oo«««oo 

••••••• 

O0»4000 

o*o«owo 

•oo«oo« 


The British Council would like to 
announce that entries for the General 
Certificate of Education May/June 1994 
examinations will be accepted 13-22 
■December 1993. Monday - Wednesday 
from 09:00-12:30. Candidates are advised 
to bring with them an official identification 
and one photograph 

We would like to encourage candidates to 
register during this period to avoid 
payment of the late entry fee. 
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iGnema 


Tel.: 6341441 |Oimih 


Tcl.: 6774201 IGnema 


Tel.: 6992381 


FHOAOnnOA 


PLAZA 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al HaAbd Tbaatrs 


Harrison Ford — in 

PATRIOT GAMES 

Sho*^: I2:.VI. .5:.W. h:15. «:.■«. 


CONCORD ‘1’ 

Clint Eastwood — in 

IN THE UNE OF FERE 

Shows: 13:30. 3:30. 6;IS, &30, 10:30 

CONCORD <2^ 
For Ever Young 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8J0. 10:30 



prejiients a piay erititled: 

Al um Nuron 

A popular politicai comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa, Daoud Jat&jei, 
Hassan Al Sheer, Fuad 
In addition to ofoer eomadians 
Every 'ni^t at 8:15 
are sold all .day 


Nabil & Hleharri's Td.: 625155 

AHLAN TMBATRB 

The political comeay 

REUOME ARAB SUHUr 

Daly 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis avalRsble 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


PLO fighter dons woman’s veil to escape 

Cl i Y, oocapied Gaza St^ (AFP) — One of the top 
gnenillas on me Gaza Strip esc^)ed from jafl Friday 
disguised as a vefled woman. Zyad Earaman, 24, wbo led die 
^pned wing of Yasser Aiafafs Fatdi movement in Central 
Oaza, broke out during the weekly family visits at the Hof 
on the Gaza Qty seafront Cammed a year ago in a 
styptout mdi the Israeli anny, Mr. Karaman is accused of 
frum part in and-Israeli operations and killmg suqiected 
P^tesdnian collaborators. 

Sweden sells Mogadishu hospital to U.N. 

-STOC^OLM (R) — Sweden is selling its field hospital in 
M^didm to the United Nations for axotmd 20 million oowns 
^.4 milKoa); the foreign ministiy said Friday. Swetfirii 
ho^ud tedmidaiis hand over to a i^Udstam company 
whia will take over the fsdliQr on behalf of the U.N. early 
next year. Foieim Aid Minister Alf Svensson said it was 
positive diat the U.N. was taking over responsibility for die 
field hospital, set up one year at a time when aid 

ro Somalia was entering a more Ic^tenn phase. Somalia is 
w to receive 325 mflhon crowds (m 9 milhon) from Sweden 
this year, some of it to build up primary health care. 

3 wounded in cai^bomb blast in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — A car-bomb eiqploded in the Iraqi 
ctqiital on Wednewy, injuring three- people as well as 
damaging six cars and stores, authorities s^. Police were 
*invest^ting and seardring for die perpeliators of this odious 
crime,” wh^ ooctuced at 8 dX) p.m. (1700 GMT) in a 
mailEeqilace, die official Iraqi News Agen^ said. Two pe^e 
were wound^ when a car-bomb explo&d in WaghHad qq Oct. 
20 , with a government ^kesman armana foreign uents of 
bdiind the blast, rive people were hurt, induamg one 
seriously, in a car-bomb attan on Aug. 4 in the capital, which 
Iraqi antborides blamed on Iranian agents. 

U.S. objector applications rose during GuK war 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The number of peimle applying for 
consdeotious olriector status dnring the unli war more d»an 
doubled bat stm baidy affected U.S. mifitaiy readiness, 


oOQgresskmd analysts retort. The General Accounting Office 
^AO), the investmadve aim of the U.S. Coneiess, mid that 
die nomber of a^ficatkms for consdendons <»jedor stat us 
incveased to 447 in the 12 months beghming Oct. 1, 1990. Of 
diese, about 61 per cent were approved. In die three mevions 
years, triien no war was bemg fou^t,Ae U.S. Defence 
Depaitment received op to 2w apdimlions a year and 
approv^ np to 85 per cent of diem. ^"Wliile the mnnber of 
a{^)licadons more than doaUed... the number was minuscnle 



will be iinpli- 
1990 case of Jewdl^ 
iammitary committee 


indicated • that ccmsdentioiis objectors had no measurdile 
impact on the reacBness of the all-volunteer force,” the agency 
said. The GAO said diat most of diose who applied for 
oonsdentions objector status were your^ junior enlisted 
personnel 

Thai generals linked to jewellery theft 

BANGKOK (R) — T\n> Thai 
cated in a new teport on Ae im 
stolen from a Samfi prince, a 
spokesman said. '*Even a (vathom tour 
ate will know uho die wrongdoms were after leadmg our 
information,” Vkhai Chaijitvanitknl, aiolresman for the 
house committee on laboor and sot^ weSue, told reporters 
on Thursday. The generals would not be named because it was 
beyond the committee’s reroonsibility to do so, Friday’s 
Naticm newqiaper quoted him as saying. Ties betwera 
Thailand and Saudi Aral^ have been soared for years by foe 
theft of $20 mdlion in family jeweDeiy from a Riyadh palace 
by a Thai woiko’. The pieces were returned but the Sandis 
^ad 75 per cent were du^ fakes. Thailancrs attorn^-^eneral 
has diarged seven poticeinea, indudiiig foe d^f investigator, 
and three drilians with embezzlem^t in foe case. But foe 
mis sing jewefleiy has sdD ndc been retnnied. Saudi Arabia's 
envoy to Thailand and others have implied that more members 
of tlM ptdioe force may have 'been involved. 

Lebanon unions prepare for strike 

BEIRUT (R) — Ldiancm’s labour union confederadem is 
presang ahead with its preparations for a general strike next 
week amid a ladk of oommunicatioiis with foe govenunent, a 
union leadn said Fii^y. there is no contact between foe 



Bhutto visit boosts 
relations with Iran 


TEHRAN. 
Prime ^fillister 


— Pakistan's 
irBhntto 


wound up a visit to fran Friday 
which boosted economic and 
ofoer ties between foe two 
countries. 

The two countries held 
"broad discussions in an 
atmosihm of friendship” and 
have decided to 5tep-iq> politic- 
al, economic and 
cooperation, she said befrne 
leavmg for 'Diricey- 

^e called on Muslims to 
dose ranks to solve problons 
plagiiiiig Islamic coontries, 
aaoJdy Afehanistan. 

ban and Pakistan had de- 
cided to increa s e ooi^eiation 
in the fields of (d and m, with 
Irm {danznng to bnild a lefin- 
ay in Pakistan. A gas jripeGiie 
ocmld also be bmit to espost 
banian gas to Pakistan. 

Ms. Bfantto said she had 
invited Preadoit Ali Akbar 
Hariimni Rafranj^ to visit 
her country in 1994. No date 
was aimoimced. 

Mr. Rafranjani, who accom- 
panied Ms. Bhutto to the air- 
port, said die prime ministef’s 
viat was “suctessfoT* and Iran 
and Pakistan had become 
doser. 

A jornt economic commis- 
skm would be set iq> tohnple- 
ment various agreements 
reached between foe two Mus- 
lim states, he said. 

Bilateral trade stood at $300 
imlKr m in 1992, wtfo Iran ex- 
poith^ main^ o3 and inqnit- 
mg rice. 'Dade between ^ 
two countries b expected to 
rise to $500 mfflon soon, 
accunin ig to <dSdal sources. 

A dedmration issued at the 
end of Ms. Niutto's virit fo- 
cused nudn^ on coopmation in 
for^ pcfocy. 


Both countries called on var 

lions faftiom in Afghanktan tn 

agree to a ceasefire and join 
forces toward rebuilding 
Alj^anisian, ravaged by 14 
years of dvQ war and one of 
the poorest countries in the 
worioL 

ban fevours a tripartite 
effort — involving ban, Pakb- 
tan and Saudi Arabia — to end 
foe conflict in Afehanistan,- 
acOT din g to leliaUe sources. 

The commimiqiie also caDcd 
for an end to sUrmishes at 
Tajik-Afohan border and 
asked pofitical groups in Ta- 
jikistan to solve thOT differ- 
ences 

The pro-communist Tajik 
government accuses Af^m 
factions of aiding gro up s in 
Tajfldstan. 

The joint dedaxation also 
orademiied the occiqiation of 
teirito^ in Azerbaijan by 
Armenian forces and a^ed for 
ioteniational hdp to hundreds 
(rf thousands of Azeri refugees. 

There was 00 mention m foe 
jKoblem in Eadunir, a Mnriim 
majori^ state in Lufia and 
^ere Muslims have been 
since 


1 

In an interview pnbltdied 
T^iesday in the Rngfeh^ an- 
goageraity Tehran l&ies, Ms. 
Bhutto said her country would 
"wdoome” Iranian meifiation 
to end the ridlmioe in Kadunir. 

But Imfia, which accuses 
Pakistan of arum and tiaiii- 
ing in gjidunir, has 

reject any tinid party in- 
tervention. 

Ms. Bhutto, who had visited 
fran in 1990 when she 
became a prime nmnster, left 
here fox 


EC leaders divided on 
growth plan financing 


BRUSSELS (Agendes) — A 
EuTOfiean Conunnni^ (£(^) 
smnimt was divided here Fri- 
day over finandng for an ambi- 
tious public w^s scheme to' 
help pun foe EC out of hs 
recession and deepening un- 
employment ends. 

A qiokesman for the ECs 
Executive Comndsdon said the 
leaders were generally suppor- 
tive of its pauage or propos- 
als, including measures to 
boost competitiveness thio^ 
labour market deregulation 
'and ww restraint. 

But Biitam imected a com- 
misdon proposal for 48 bfifion 
ECUs (^ billioiO in bond 
issues to help fimd European 
rail, road, energy and telecom- 
manications networks over dx 
years. 

Germany and foe Nether- 
kmds also ex pr ess e d reserva- 
tions about die sdieme, part of 
a broad str m ^y aimed at cat- 
ting the 12-member ECs 11 
per cent unemployment rate in 
half by the tom of the century. 

The economic crisis and 
of 17 mflHott jobless 
topped the agei^' 
two-day somimt whidi 
mei^ as tens of thousands of 
Reigiang jammed downtown 
Bn&els to prot^ their gov- 
ernment’s ansterity plans. 

Efforts to nai] down a world 
trade accord also figured 
-momineady in die talks with 
EC Trade Comm^ioner Leon 
Brittan fljii^ to Geneva Sater- 
dw for foe final push bdbre 
Wednesd^s deawne. 

British Prime A^nister John 
Major fired the stron^^ shot - 
in the debate over finamring for 
foe job-creating investment 
sdieme eniectM to involve 
120 bQlion ECUs ($135 bU- 
hon), with 40 per emt financed 
by Donds. 

"It would be absind for the 
commission to increase its bor- 
rowing when meofoer states 
are rakingi severe action to 
reduce foeixs,'’ be said in a 
speech, ariding that the private - 
sector should take the lead in 
such projects. 

He also dismissed the com- 
mission’s target (tf creating 15 
mOlion jobs as a **mcanmg- 
less” qxerdse that could under- 



mine EC credibility, and ob-‘ 
jeded to energy taites ;uqi- 
astd to offset any lowered so- 
cial charges for businesses. 

Mr. hujoris attack drew an 
addfo response from a ccmmiis- 
skw offioal who said: *T hem 
that tile British realise tlrat foe 
tniind nnder the Channel is 
not. the only investment 
Europe needs.^' 

Away from foe summit, cen-. 
tral Brussels was ttunsformed 
1^ a sea of red fias and 
eabed to foe sound m fizec- 
r^ezs as thousands of trade 
unionists protested against 
Begum's austerity plans and 
unwrlined the cfaalldige facing 
the EC leaders. 

Diplomats said foe leaders 
gave broad roppoit to the ideas 
^ forward in a white pqier by 
Enrop^ Commission Presi- 
dent Jacques Dekns, who has 
steered foe communi^ to- 
wards doser union during nine 
years as prerident of its execu- 
■dve commissioa. 

"This white P^er is a char- 
ter of tiie possibte.” a qxike^ 
man cpioted ftesid^ Franaris 
Mitterrand, a fellow French 
socialist, as telling his col- 
leagues. ‘This white popet is 
what 1 was waiting for to re- 
launch Enrope.” 

Even Mr. Major ^ke posi- 
tively about moro or tiie uhite 
paf^, according to dijrfomats, 
toning down many of the har- 
sher comments made to the 
tdevisiem cameras in recent 
days and d^iarting frran pre- 
pined speaking notes. 

But he took a tough stance 
against Mr. Ddors’s ^ to 
borrow and roend eight tallkm 
ECUs ($9 buBon) a year in 
new money from 1994 to 1999 
to pay for the programme. 

Tt makes no sense for all 
_ tiie coontries of the Europe 
Cranmumty to infovidiially cut' 
their b orr ow in g and then col- 
lectively borrow in a new 
fashion throng the European 
Co mmu n i ty, and that is what 
we oppose,” Mr. Major said 
before heanng Mr. Ddens. 

Uie Netiimlands and cash-' 
stnqjped Gennany, the largest 
net ccmtxftmtor to EC fbnds, 
were ^so oppo^ to the idea 
of new bonowing. 


Israel accused of ‘crass’ 
yiolation of human rights 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Secmity.iorces are 
stin "cras^” violatii^ fanman 
rights in tiie occ^iied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, the lead- 
ing frraeh lights gnmp re- 
ported Friday. 

The Isradi infbmiation cen- 
tre for human rights or Bet- 
selem counted 174 Palestinians 
kflled by Israelis dining foe 
ozfo year of the intifada en- 
diraonDec. 8. Forty-two were 
ctuldreD undes' the age of 16. 

That marked a 36 per cent 
junqi in tiie mnnbers k£Ded 
over 1992 and brought the 
Arab death toD from stx. years 
in the teiritones to 

‘rite seairity forces con- 
tinned to ridate hnman ri^tS 
in tiie tenhories crassly,” tiie 
report said. 

The yew beaa with tiie 
Dec. 17 expu&on of 415 
Palestiiiiaiis for “essential 
security n eeds ” after six mem- 
bers of the security forces were 

"Not 01 ^ did tiie dqwria^ 
tion fail to in^nove the security 
sxtuatkm, in its wake the num- 
ber of those killed on both 
sides... increased dzamaticalty. 

• "In foe first six months aftCT 
the dqiortation twice as many 
P al es tinian s were kflled in the 
tenito fi es as in tile previous six 
montiis,” Betselem noted. 

‘The security forces con- 
tinned to use lethal face in 


non-life threatening situa- 
tions.” 

The r^Nort went on to list 
“madmis^le methods of in- 
terrogation,” foe sealing of 
booses as pmushmoits 8 
new tactic, “the use of massive 
fir epower (anti-tank misriles) 
at booses during searches for 
wanted individi^ leadmg to 
tiie destrnctum of the holises of 
dazens of families.” 

Some 66 homes were des- 
troyed in tiie last year. 

However, Betselem moni- 
tored a dedine in the WKnps 
in the second half of the year a 
sigirificant decrease in the 
nnnibff of detainees and less 
resort to curfew althon^ Gaza 
remams under ng^ curfew. 

The report made no bom- 
ment on me SepL 13 rigning of 
autonomy agre em e nt , except 
to list tlte kflnng of more thm 
30 FaJestmiaDS and 14 frraelis 
since then. 

Pa le st hrians also killed 89 
fellow Pakstirnans dozing the 
' on soqndon of collabora- 
tkm, making a six-year total of 
neraly 800, aooozdzng to the 
groiq^s collation oi press fi- 
gnxes. 

Accordiu ot figozes com- 
piled by AFP the si[rih year of 
mtifada was by far tiie most 
in Jewiai lives wifo 55 
kflled Iw Palestinians, 
conya r ed wifo 39 the previous 
year. 



ForiiMr Brilirii Mine MUstcr Edwavd Heath 
(raond from kft) Friday poses wife the three 
Britons whose release from jafl be secured fa a 


frith fraq^ Pr esi d ent Saddam Hresdn 
(Photo by Yowcf A! ’ABan) . . 


Heath flies out with 3 
Britons freed by Saddam 


By Mfarfam M. Shahra 

Jmdan Times Staff Repcster 

AMMAN — Three Britain 
nationals flew to freedom Fri- 
day after former British 
Prime Minister Edward 
Heath uMotiaied tiieir re- 
lease with Ir^ Presideat 
■CaAfam Ifrissera in what was 
foe first soeb high-level con- 
tact between the Ir^ leader 
and a Western official in over 
a year. 

Mr. Heath, a member of 
the House of Lords, thanked 
IBs Majesty King Hussein 
and President for 

their hospitality and the 
travel arrangements they bad 
provided for himself anid tiie 
released prisoners. 

- Aftuidng what-is bdieved 
■to be a tnzniiigpoiiit in fraq’s 
strained relamons with ^ 
West, Mr. Heatii’s two-day 
visit to Uaghriari mduded a 
two-and-a-half hour meeting 
wifo the Iraqi leader. 

"I met with Preadent Sad- 
dam as well as the foreigu 
minis tgr of fraq and had a 
two-and-a-half-hour talk on a 
widb range of issoes,” Mr. 
Heath said during a pres 
conference after arriving 
from fraq wifo former piisrai- 
ers Simon Dunn, Pam Ride 
and Nfidiael Wainwiij^. 

The three men, aU con- 
victed Ity Iraqi courts of en- 
tering Imi tecritoty ill^ially. 
were held at the Abaul 
Gfaraib prison in central 
Bagdad before thrir release 
Thursday. 

Mr. Heath said he could 
not reveal the omtents of his 
discussion with foe Iraqi lead- 
er, but said that favoms were 
"not asked for, not offered 
and not given.” 

The pnsemers and a British 
itum headed by Mr. 

1 were flown by beEoop- 


ter from Ba^idad to the fra- 
'm- Jordanian border where 
toey were picked by a 
Jordanian Armed rorces 
helicopter and flown to the 
Maika dvflian airport. 

British Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Peter Hinriidiffe and 
otiier British officials jomed 
tiie fami^ of the three for- 
mer prisoners and a crowd of 
mos^ British joomalists to 
meet the released prisoners 
at the afrport 

The feimlies of the fnrner 
prisoners had been flown in 
to Amman by tiw {Hivatcly- 
owned \^igin Aidines at “no 
cost to the tax payer,” said 
Mr. Heath. 

Mr. Heath’s stress on the 

hnnmnitar ian need that emta 

in fraq todw and tiie “obliga- 
tion” PMi ^ United Nations 
had to locdc into those needs 
echoed requests and themes 
of homamtarian missions 
working in Iraq for foe last 
tiiree years. 

“I had my personal doctix' 
with me ana the released men 
are in good hcalfo. We met 
with tite minister of health. 
There is meat hnmanitarian 
need in Iraq,” said Mr. 
Heatii. 

It is yet dear what die Iraqi 
^ivermnent bdieves Bzitam 
win do to help get fhe U.N. 
economic sanctions eased, 
but Tra m nffirials in Amman 
said ra^y: “nodnng is for 
notiring.”. 

[Dro ddtufo nariiamentap 
xians viritied Iraqlast May but 
were not accorded an andi- 
ence wifo ^ Iraqi president 
•despite tiidr kno^ anlHwar 
stand during tim Chitf war. 

Mr. Hemfo stressed that 
dialogue was one of the most 
important aspects of di- 
plomacy and said he regret- 
ted that neitiier the Bntidi 
foreign secretary nor the* 


American secretary of state 
had met with senior Iram 
officials mior to the ontineaa 
of the CSuIf war. Efe also 
lambasted tiie c or re a t U.S. 
ambassador at tiie U.N. for 
zefrisnig to meet wifo Iraq 
dqmty prime mini s te r Tareq 
Aziz on his recent trip to the 
U.N. 

But Mr. Heafo binted that 
“considerable progress” was 
made by U.N. and Bariidad 
in recent rnonlhs cm mo di- 
plomatic level and saidtiiiat a 
U.S.-Iraq dialogne would 
also begin soon. 

“I h(^ tiiat we can bzizig it 
about as soon as possible,'’ 
said hfr. Heath. 

Paul Ride, who was ii 

•oned in June 1992,- . 

^ he had bera inqiris- 

because “it makes peo- 

{tie talk about tiieir conntiy at 
a time vriien no one r^y 
cares about them.” 

Simon Dunn, who was 
arrested after entering Iraq 
iUrally from Kuwait in June 
19ra, said "We always knew 
we were not tiiere tot legal 
reasons.” 

The tiiree men said they 
had been moved axoand to 
several pifrcms befere they 
ended im in Abu Gfaraib. 
Michael Wahtwrqifat, a I 
vfoo was arrested in .. 
1992 a&T entering Iraq _ . 
^y on his bOre whfle ped- 
dling fhrrmgh Iraq j&ndntan 
on tus way to Aostiaiia, s^ 
he was not mistreated during 
his time in prii^. 

Prison coxiditicnis were de- 
scribed by the former de- 
tainees as "basic.” 

The fate of the remainnig 
Western prisoners, one Ger- 
man and one French nation- 
al, were “foscDSsed” by the 
British ddegation. Thw re- 
lease could be “very soon.” 



Drogoul gets 37-month sentence 


ATLANTA (AP) — The 
Atlanta banker accused of ille- 
gally loaning Iraq $5.5 billion 
was sentence Thursday to 37 
month in prison a/^ a guilty 
plea that excluded the most 
serious conspiracy charges. 

The 20 months Christopher 
Drogoul served in prison while 
awaiting trial will count against 
the sentence. 

The sentence from U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge G. Ernest Tidwell 
ended a case that at one time 
included allegations of a cover- 
up at the highest fefdi of the 
U.S. and Italian governments. 
Mr. Orogoul's lawyer. Robert 
Simels. once tried to subpoena 
former President George Bush 
to testify in the case. 

Mr. brogoul. the fired 
Atlanta branch manager of Ita- 
ly's state-owned Banca 


Naziohale de Lavord. (BNL). 
was originally charged in a 
347-count indictment of mas- 
terminding a secret loan net- 
work that allegedly helped Iraq 
strengthen its military. 

He pleaded guilty to 60 
counts last year but withdrew 
the plea after a startling sen- 
tencing hearing in which he 
claimro to be a scapuoat for 
failed U.S. foreign pmicy. 

Days before he was to ^ on 
trial on a revised 70-count in- 
dictment, he pleaded guilty in 
S^ember to one count of 
wire fraud and two counts of 
lying to federal bank regula- 
tors. 

Defence attorneys, seeking 
to limit the sentence to time 
already served, intisted at a 
hearing this week that Mr. 
Drogoul was a minor figure 


who was only obeyin g or ders 

Tbe government, maintain- 
ing Drogoul was foe key 
player, sought a 6% year 
sentence. 

Judge Tidwell said both 
sides had blown the case out of 
proportion. He criticised pro- 
secutors for overzealousness 
against Mr. Drogoul, but stop- 
short of accushm the gov- 
ernment of misconduct. 

"The government resources 
dedicated to this case were 
disproportitmate to foe public 
interest and foe defendant's 
culpability,** the judge said, 
"uough is enot^.** 

' 'r. L^ogoui was 
it was 
'absurd** to sngg^ that BNL 
did not know ^at Mr. Dro- 
goul was doing. Mr. Tidwell 
said. 


Though Mr. 
'clearty guilty.**' 


Cradle of intifada awaits Israeli pullout 


By Robert Maboitoy 
Reuter 

JABALYA CAMP. Gaza 
Strip — They celebrated the 
sixth anniversary of the 
Palestinian intifada at its 
birthplace in Jabalya rehigec 
camp Thursday. 

But instead of pelting 
Israeli soldiers with stones, 
they helped the troops de- 
molish barricades against 
stone-throwers. 

Residents of the camp, the 
most militant in the Gaza 
Strip, were relaxed, expect- 
ing their camp would he 
among the first evacuated by 
the urmv to make way for 
Palestinian, self-rule. 

Under the PLO-lsrael 
peace agreement, the fin«t 
troops should pull out of the 
Gura Strip Monday. 

On Thursday, smiling 
vouths moved 'among the 
fresh-faced sokiicrs guarding 
the demolition teams. The 
yxMing conscripts still kxiked 
edg)'. unused to Arabs sur- 
rihjnding them. 

Camp*^ eiders and poliiical 


leaders had ordered a truce 
for the demolition, eager to 
give the army a helping hand 
on its way out of their lives. 

They knew the soldiers did 
not need to be there. Palesti- 
nian bulldozers could have 
pulled down the walls of ce- 
ment-filled oil drums un- 
guarded. But the army- 
wanted to be seen easing the 
tension in the camp before 
the peace accord is im- 
plemented. 

They chose block two. the 
“hottest" section of the 


block houses has- long given 
Mfect co\-er for vouim to 


cam^. Its warren of cindcr- 
peri 

lob stones at vehicles enter- 
ing and leaving the main 
army fose nearby, hence the 
oil-drum , walls blocking the 
alleys. 

Tiie army base, with a 
fence six inetrcs high and 
soaring watch tower, mav be 
one o7 the first signs o{ the 
26-year-old occupation to dis- 
appear by the end of the 
year. 

“I Ih^^ y>.“ s:Md local 
elder Mohammad Okosha. 


who was offering advice on 
how to tear down a burri- 
cade. 

Mr. Okasha. 72. fled 10 
Jabalya in I94S when the 
Jewish state was carved out 
of British-ruled Priestiae . He 
still ' has the deeds to a fann 
Just 2tiU metres north of the 
Gaza Scrip in Israel. 

Like most refugees from 
that era he lived in a tent 
before progressing to a corru- 
gated iron shack. Eight vears 
ago he built a dnTCr-block 
house. 

He does not realistically 
expect to go back to his fami- 
ly property in Israel. He does 
not even expect to leave the 
camp under Palestinian seif- 
rule. 

“No money. Fedgle csuinot 
move out ewn if they want 
to." Mr.- Okasha said, 
echoing an opinion held hy 
many. 

Poverty' here is less ex- 
treme tKan in the slums of 
Bomhuy or the favelos of Sno 
Paulo. Bui combined with 
repression by an tK-cupying 


army arid a deep sense of 
injustice and loss it produced 
the cocktail whidi exploded 
into a popular uprising on 
Dec. 9. 1987. 

*nie first victim of the in- 
tifada. 17-year-old Hatim Al 
Sisi was shot stoning an army 
v^de just up the road. 
Since then. Israels have kil- 
led 1,159 Palestinians and 166 
Israelis have died in the vio- 
lence. 

Tens of thousands of 
Palestinians have also been 
jailed. Releasing them would 
help show a still sceptical 
Pal^inian public chat the 
PLO-lsrael accord was 
vrorki ng. 

**1 will only feel their peace 
when the prisoners, are re- 
leased.*' said one woman 
onlooker whose husband has 
served se\cn years of a IV 
vear sentence' for attacking 
■Israelis. 

• For Ramzi Kaloub. who 
fives wifo 17 family members 
in three small rooms, the 
intifada will onlv have been 
worthwhile if Israel with- 


draws completely from all the 
land it occupied in 1967. in- 
cluding East Jerusalem. 

Like most Palestinians, 
be does not think the PLO- 
lsrael deal should have let 
more than 100.()00 Jewish 
settlen stay. 

"Tiie intifada was not real- 
ly worth all the sacrifice for 
tilts peace. ..only for the 
peace comine from a com- 
plete (Israeli) withdrawal,** 
he said, watched by a portrait 
of PLO chief Yasser Arafat 
hanging on his wall. 

Jabalim is made up of hun- 
dreds of Ramzi Kaloute — 
unemployed fathers who 
'have to support whole fami- 
lies on a couple of hundred' 
dollars a month. 

^ If Mr. Arafat is to secure 
his place in history through 
this accord he must not omv 
coniince Palestinians like 
Mr. Kaloub that he can end 
the occupation. He mu.st 
bring them jobs and decent 
iKHising. or Jabalya mifjit 
once again bexome' a cr^e 
of m'olt. 






Charles, Diana 
pass separation 
anniversary 

■LONDON (R) — Heir-to-the- 
thnme Prince Charles and bis 
mfe Princess Diana passed foe 
first anniversary of their 
separation as the nation pon- 
dered foe future of the tar-^. 
nished British crown. The 
anniversary of the official 
bi^-up of their 12-year mar- 
riage saw foe coirele carrying 
out separate duties and 
embarking on fast-diverging 
p^ths in Ine — Prince Ch^es 
preparing for eventual kii^' 
nip and his wife for royal exue. 
Pracess Diana, attending an 
arts award ceremony, bowed 
her head and bit her lip as she 
was 1 warmly - applauded and , 
offered "love ana support” in 
her planned retreat from the 
Umeu^t at the end of the year. 
The couple are now exactly 
half-way through foe minimum 
period of separation needed 
tor a discreet divorce and the 
possibility of a complete break s 
has focuired minds, as never- 
before on foe future of the 
royal dynasty. A controversy 
about the linilK between church, 
and monarchy, fuelled 
attacks this week on tiie 4S- 
vear-old prince's fitness to be 
king, fla^ again Thorsday 
with a report that bish<^ 
wanted to foosen official links 
wifo the crown. The Times 
new^per said part of the 
^uFch of En^and heiraefay 
wanted to review the qrstem 
under which foe soverew 
automatically becomes heaaof 
foe churdi and "defender of ' 
foe faith.” One senior church- 
man, troubled by the idea of a 
divorce King Charles, this 
week openly questioned 
whether a man with a broken 
marriage and who was foe sub- 
ject or undenied reports of an. 
affair with a mamed woman 
was fit for .foe role. 

Slain toddler’s 
mother has 
premature baby 

LIVERPOOL (R) — The 
mother of murderro toddler 
James Bulger, whose brutal 

S by two young boys bor- 
the world, has given 
birth to a premature baby, 
family friends said. They said 
foe baby boy was born 2-16 
weeks earjy ^d was in a h^r 
pita] incubator in Liveipbol in 
northern England. The condi- 
tiem of the 2^year-oId mother, 
Denise Bulger, was good. 
Family solidtor Sean Sexton 
was not immediately available 
for comment but was expected 
to issue a statement. James was ■ 

S * St a month short of his third 
rthday when he. was 
abdneted by two ICI-year-oId 
boys vriifle shopping wifo his , 
mother on Feb. 12. Robert 
Thompson and Jon VenaUes ' 
drag^ him down a railway . 
traiS, tortured, him and bat-. ' 
texed him to drafo. Denise and’ 
her husband Ralph, were at a ■ 
court last month to see:tfae 
pair, now aged 11, detained 
"at her Majnty's pleasure,’* - 
effectively a life sentence for • 
juveniles, after being found . 
guilty of abduction and mur ‘ 
tier. Tt was the second trag^ • 
to strike the yonng coinikl 
Their first baby, a daugntez ; 
called'Kir^, was'stillboni in • 
1988. Last month Denise Bi^ | 
ger said that if the new baby t 
was a b(ty she would name him • 
Michael James. She said then: ' 
“Hell never replace our first 
son bat we want him to share 
the treasured name. We hope • 
to have more foan one baby.'* 

Russian show 
has reptile-bird 
missing link 

HELSINKI (R) — The 
skeleton of a tiny dinosaor 
which goes on foow in Finland « 
this week could be a miccing 
link between reptiles anr 
birds, the displ^'s organist 
smd. The fo^ised skeletoti 
between 15 to 20 ce 
(6 and 8 indies) long and 

ro miilion years oklis 

by some sdenthtfs to show. 
connection between 
and birds because its strn 
tore. D^te feathers ^ 
wings, birds are believed" 
have evolved from reptirj 
^ntists, lacking fossils sbCu 
ing tiie various stages of t 
gradual transition, have c 
dneed this from skeletal shr , 
larities. The skeleton has bej 
put together from parts fbun> - 
m Mongolia’s Gobi Desert 
19TO, accordina to Heikki' 
1^5^. o^tser of the cx- 
which IS sponsored bv 
s Academy of Sdences. 
*Tt s u nique and could demon^ 
sfruie a development between 
the dmosanr and the bird ” 
said who has belp^ 

14 earlier exhibiti^ 
from Russia. "They (Russian 
experts) say at least fofe « 
one of the missing links be- 
tween the dinosaur and the 
be said. 
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